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The next best thing to living one's life over
again seems to be the recollection of that life,
and to make that recollection as durable as
possible by putting it all down in writing.
Benjamin Franklin
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Preface
Much has been written and recorded about the
history of the Town of Douglas since its establishment and incorporation. I have chosen to write
about the ordinary everyday lives of the men and
women who worked, loved, enjoyed and participated in the rich and productive years of 18681908. This is an account of their activities, events
and happenings as reported in the local news
columns during these forty years.
Anthony H. Coppola
Douglas, Massachusetts
January, 1988
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Introduction
East Douglas was a typical New England village in every
respect. It had its general store, where an endless variety of
articles were displayed for sale, ranging from a paper of
pins to agricultural implements. There was a combined
hotel and post office. The streets were lined with neatly
painted dwellings, with their carefully kept lawns. Flower
gardens adorned even the plainest of cottages and climbing
vines ornamented many a veranda.
The manufactories along the Mumford River, which flows
through town, and the shops and stores on the Main Street
all afforded ample evidence of its prosperous condition.
The village lay about a mile back from the railroad station.
The only means of transportation to and from the station
consisted of several antiquated "buses," which jolted and
jounced over the rough road, usually amid a dust that was
well-nigh stifling.
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Main Street, 1897. The E.N ]enckes General Store, standing. Now the home of the
Douglas Historical Society. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Editor's Notes:
Misspellings and grammatical errors in newspaper articles and personal accounts have been corrected only in those instances when
leaving them would have obscured the meaning of the passage;
otherwise, such errors have been reprinted exactly as they appear in
the original.
The Terms Douglas Center, old Douglas, the Center, Douglastoum, and
Douglas Town all refer to the same location - the houses, farms, and
common land surrounding the First Congregational Church on
Common Street. The town's first center, this was the focal point of
social and political life until the rise of industry and commerce
elevated the village of East Douglas to its current prominence. The
terms Village and East Village refer to East Douglas village.
-P.C.
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First Part

Saloons, Liquor and Temperance
The saloon keepers and those who frequented their establishments were having
an unrestricted time selling and drinking liquor. That is, until an Act of the State
Legislature required each community, annually, to vote for or against the sale of intoxicating liquor.
At the annual Town Meeting of 1868, Article 6 of the Warrant read:
To see what action the town will take in regard to licensing the sale of intoxicating liquors, pursuant to an Act of the last Legislature.

The meeting was well attended and the proceedings were well marked by a feeling of more than usual interest. Mr. William D. Jones read extracts from, and explained
the law, and a vigorous, spirited discussion took place between those opposed to the
granting of licenses to sell intoxicating liquors and those who were in favor. The decision of the voters was Yeas, 36; Nays, 67; showing a majority of 31 against license.
A 'License year' meant that liquor could be sold by saloons as long as they had a
license to do so. A 'No-license' year was the opposite - a total ban on selling liquor anywhere, anytime.
The new law and the vote for no-license shattered the pleasure of those who
drank, and for those who were opposed to the sale of liquor, the vote was hailed as a
blessing for the community, which would put an end to saloons, drinking and drunkards, at least until the next annual town meeting.
However, the patrons of the saloons didn't quite see it in the same light. It was
difficult for them to accept the fact that they could no longer quench a thirst because
the voters decided it would be better for them to abstain.
And the vote was equally difficult for the saloon keepers to comply with, for they
had been selling liquor without restraint. So it came as no surprise that the first violation of the ban occurred only 4 months later.
Three doors down from Thayer's Block1, Mr. Stephen Paine ran a restaurant2 in
the front part of his building and sold liquor in the rear, which of course was illegal, and
which did not escape the attention of the authorities as witnessed by the following
Court Record:
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 1868: Stephen J. Paine, violation of the license law. A.F.
Brown appeared for the Commonwealth and Russel Titus for the defendant.
Fined $50 and costs. The defendant appealed and gave bonds to prosecute his
appeal in the sum of $200. Sureties - one of the Selectman and E.S. Johnson
of Douglas.
This is the second violation of the license law of which Mr. Paine has been
convicted within three weeks, and paid $50 and costs on each.

G.W. Spencer, publisher and editor of the Douglas Herald Newspaper, in which
the above item appeared, saw fit to add these words:

gone; now Wixtead Building (Lynch Pharmacy)
•standing, on School Court

1
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The way of the transgressor is hard. Wonder if friend Paine likes the new
license law? It is said that politics makes strange bedfellows. So does Rum.
Paine was defended in his illegal sale of liquor by the PRESIDENT of one of
the TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES and bailed by one of the FATHERS OF
THE TOWN.
In 1874 a "Union Temperance Society" was organized with meetings held on the
last Sabbath of each month. Through the earnest efforts of the members and the president, the meetings soon assumed unusual interest, were also well attended and did
much to aid the cause of temperance in the community.

1870s to early 1880s
Now the battle lines were drawn. The saloon keepers and the temperance people
campaigned vigorously and the intensity grew with each passing year, always starting
a couple of months before the Annual Town Meeting.
The ardent campaigns of the opposing groups brought to an end the peaceful and
pleasant atmosphere of the town.
The temperance people were the TU (Temperance Union), the WCTU (Women's
Christian Temperance Union), the Reform Club and a secret committee of eight
persons.
The members of the Reform Club, who were once addicted to the use of intoxicating liquor, worked hard in their attempts to reform others in the community. The
TU and the WCTU held meetings and social affairs to further their battle against the
use of liquor while the secret committee interviewed voters, held rallies and sent out
literature to every voter in the town.
The campaign of the no-license groups, aided by the church pastors, received
much attention from the newspapers and the public. The groups held many affairs to
persuade the citizens to vote against license. The largest of these were the rallies
which featured speakers of State-wide reputation who were staunch foes of selling
intoxicating liquor.

1888 to 1908
In observance of "Temperance Day," Rev. James Elvin of the Second Congregational Church made references to the phases of the rum question and sadly
stated that the saloon keeper wields a great deal of influence in the local political life.
Rev. Elvin, who was a strong supporter of the no-license campaign, supplied most of
the energy and ideas, the best of which was the button seen on every school-boy and
school-girl. In the center of the button was a picture, usually of a round-faced little girl,
with her bulky hair parted in the middle and hanging in two opposite waves over her
forehead. Around the picture was the plea, printed on a red or white background, "Vote
no, for my sake." On some of the buttons was a picture of a little boy.
These buttons were not only distributed among pupils in the East Douglas
schools, including the high school, but also sent to the schools in the remote places in
the town.
One day during 1901, a startling statement was made by a man that anyone who
wished could get liquor in 26 places in town. Kitchen bar-rooms sprang up and together
with the saloons sold as much liquor during no-I icense as they did during license years_
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The kitchen bar-rooms were frequently visited
by old friends and also by many new ones.
S:t::r.d:PSON'S
It seemed that many no-license voters
voted license thinking it was just as well for the
town to get a few thousand dollars out of it. If
SALOON
.,
that were not so, then it would have been no
Bogerson hllding
East Douglas.
trouble to carry the town for no-license.
The rooms r.re newly fitted up with one rour-pookThe temperance people remarked that
et and one aarom table.
the town should raise a few hundred dollars to
<>"Fa
T BR.&
fight the illegal traffic, and then get out the
by the qua.rt or pllon, or served with other re- I
t'reshments in tlie best ma.nner. Confootionery,
town officers to do the business, as some of the
fruit oigars and toba.ooo kept oonsta.ntly on band. ,
ci-1 ha.ve now on ha.nd a.la.rgequa.ntityofSweetl
Order; which will be sold in a.n6~ua.ntlty desited.
Douglas officers, although willing to do their
50-tf
L, 81.MPS
, Proprietor,
duty as they saw fit, were afraid to interfere for
fear they would not be re-elected to office.
The no-license groups were so determined to stop the sale of intoxicating liquor
that one day in the early 1880s, a militant group of women in town, who were very much
opposed to the sale of liquor, and called themselves "The Praying Band," burst into
Simpson's Saloon1 and delivered to him a lecture on the evils of strong drink, telling
him where those who sold it went after they left this world. Simpson became so
agitated that he was seized with a stroke and died soon after.
The policy of those against license warned the voters not to arouse the rum
sellers to a disagreeable activity Town Meeting Day.
And when the town meeting voted license, the no-license group made stinging
remarks as "Every day we see the drunkards who stagger down our street. We have no
patience with such people and would like to see a few of them hanged as an example to
the rest," and "Our saloon keeper across the river is wearing the smile that won't come
off. He has received satisfactory assurances that should the town vote yes there will be
no trouble in renewing his license. In fact he is absolutely certain to get a license while
it is very doubtful about some of the other applicants. No wonder he turned school
teacher, no wonder he worked so hard Registration Day. He well knows on which side
his bread is buttered. So he smiles! Sometimes he grins!" also "Wouldn't it make you
laugh to see the way the saloon keepers worked last Saturday scratching up every Tom,
Dick and Harry, drunk or sober, some under age but all got on the voting list."
When the votes are challenged election day there will be serious charges for
some to face. One man failed to get on at the last minute because he couldn't read
although the big jovial saloon keeper across the river had been teaching him for the
past week!"
In the early 1900s a couple of detectives put in a day or so in East Douglas getting
evidence to prove that rum was being sold illegally.
What the results of their investigations were and what prosecutions were intended developed in time. The members of the East Douglas no-license committee, at
whose instance the sleuth work was done, refused to talk about the matter. The rum
sellers wondered what was to come.
The East Douglas no-license committee was formed in secret. Its personnel was
never given out, and its plans were laid in secret. It promised before the annual town
meeting in March, that it would continue to fight rum throughout the years.

BiJliard and Refreshment
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'standing; now Valley Market
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Beer bottle from the East Douglas Hotel, owned by
TJ Derham.
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It was learned that the two detectives were in East Douglas on Memorial Day,
that they hired a rig from the stable of Joseph T. Derham, proprietor of the Hotel' and
that they called themselves buyers of eggs or some such un-romantic product.
Deputy Sheriff Edwin P. Heath said that so far as he knew, the detectives worked
by themselves and without any connection with Douglas officers.
The rallies staged by the no-license groups were the highlight of every campaign.
At one such rally 400 persons climbed two flights of stairs and crammed Thayer's Hall2
to attend the rally led by the pastors of the Village,3 Rev. James Elvin and Rev. Charles
W. Hamand.
The ministers acted fairly in the matter, avoided all slush and held the issue
down to the question at stake, license or no-license. they claimed that this was not a
question of prohibition or temperance, but simply was a licensed saloon for the best
interests of the community.
In regard to law enforcement the no-license committee stated that it believed
kitchen bar-rooms could be closed and the proprietors heavily punished, and they promised the voters that every effort would be made to enforce the law whether the town
gave license or no-license.
The attendance at the rally was great, due in good measure to the Catholics who
were very fond of their leader, Hon. John T. Shea of Cambridge, the principal speaker.
In 1906 he ranked among the best orators and advocates in the State on the no-license
question. The audience gave close attention to the interesting and stirring speech of
the Hon. J.T. Shea.
The rally was the biggest affair of its kind ever held in East Douglas, and large
delegations from Douglastown3 and South Douglas were present. The Pleasant
Orchestra of East Douglas furnished the music, which was lively enough to make the
folks sit up and listen.
Throughout these years the patrons and saloon keepers countered the nolicense people by simply doing nothing; that is nothing which got attention from
the newspapers.
The saloon keepers waged a quiet and practically unseen campaign which was
extraordinarily effective. They worked diligently and exerted every effort, the major
one being the constant reminder to their patrons that a no-license vote would close
down the saloons.
That was a frightening prospect which
THE SALOON.
would
cause a great deal of discomfort to the
What place .loes Satan like the 1, •. ,t?
patrons.
No longer would they be able to regWllere does he sit, and smile, and rest,
,\ T\11 plant the greateat soclat pest?
ularly visit the saloon for a drink, or drinks,
At the saloon,
over which they discussed topics of the day,
Where Jo we find the llquld fire,
events and most important to their enjoyment
\Vh,'re hope and joy aud life expire,
and
well-being - the question of license or noWhere bloody, hellish deeds tl'&!Hpire I'
license. The only time the saloon keepers went
At the saloon,
all out, regardless of denunciation by the noStand firm, )'C friend, o( truth ancl right;
Take <-:od', armor. march and fight;
license groups, was when they held open house
The victory gain, through moral might,
on Town Meeting Day even though the sale of
O'er the saloon,
liquor on that day was prohibited by law. Dur1877
'standing, now apartments across from Lynch Pharmacy
gone; now Wixtead Building (Lynch Pharmacy)
3see
Editor's Notes, page xi
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ing the license years and
especially the no-license
years there were searches, raids, arrests and fines
for illegally selling porter,
ale, wine, rum and whiskey.
F"::Et.C>:M:
Deputy Sheriff EdJEANNOTTE & ROBERTS,
DEALf-RS IN
win P. Heath, assisted by
ALES, WINES, LIQUORS & CICARS
his four constables and at
~~·S't
Dou..g1as~
'.1148,SS.
times aided by officers
from Northbridge, did
their best in attempts to enforce the law. However, some righteous citizens who took
the constabulary to task, charged that there were a large number of people in town who
did not want the law enforced. They said that more convictions with good-sized fines
would make life pleasanter for the better class of people. And they also stated that the
way liquor laws were violated was a disgrace to the community. However, these
criticisms did not in any way deter the officers from carrying our their prescribed
duties.
One afternoon between 2:30 and 3 o'clock, Deputy Sheriff Heath and two of his
constables, Charles C. LaBree and Willie Manahan, raided Derham's Hotel on Main St.
They took 14 bottles of lager from an ice box in a dark storeroom, back of the bar-room,
and kept them as evidence for charges against Joseph T. Derham, proprietor of the
hotel, of illegally keeping liquor.
Then about 9 o'clock in the evening of another day in 1907, four constables, Willie
Manahan, Simon P. Valliere, Herbert Hughes and Charles C. LaBree raided the house
of Joseph LaBelle, across the river, with a search warrant for liquor. They found four
men in the kitchen, but no liquor.
They searched all the rooms on the first floor, also the cellar and the barn. Mr.
LaBelle, known as "Fatty LaBelle," received the officers affably, passed around cigars
and offered them soda.
A gentleman of Douglas was given a three months sentence in District Court for
drunkenness. He was in court ten days earlier on the same charge and was on probation. He told the court his story and hoped he would be again placed on probation as he
had experienced religion and thought he could do better.
The officer told the court that it was queer praying, as he could hear the man for a
quarter of a mile and that he was mostly swearing. Judge Putnam, who had handled
Douglas drunks for the past 30 years, told him that the court had lost confidence in him
and that he had better go to a place where he could pray in peace and not get
drunk.
The license years, and in particular the no-license years, not only disrupted life
in the community, but were also disappointing for travellers, visitors and groups who
came here to provide entertainment.
This sad state of affairs in Douglas also affected some persons in adjoining towns,
which could have prompted the following lament:
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The way was long and dreary,
As onward they strode,
A weary Tim and Willie,
Along the dusty road,
Hungry, faint and thirsty,
Yet blithe of heart were they,
For shining in the distance,
The lights of Douglas lay.
O! cruel lights of Douglas,
If beer your lights could drown,
Your victim's thirst would punish it,
O lights of Douglas town.
The score for no-license or license during this forty year period, 1868-1908,
stood just about half and half.
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Hiram Walker, born in Douglas, Massachusetts July 4, 1816. Died in Walkerville, Canada in 1899.
Headline and picture, here, from an old newspaper.
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Liquor was sold legally and illegally,
license or no-license, law or no law. The
deputy sheriff and his constables were unable to stem, let alone stop, the sale of rum,
ale, whiskey and other beverages. The
campaigns of the temperance people and
the no-license groups were also ineffective
because the desire for intoxicating liquors
overpowered the law and the town meeting
vote.
Still all was not lost, for the townspeople did get certain benefits during the
license years. The "License Money," socalled, was used to improve the sidewalks
and other things in the village which contributed to the convenience of all citizens,
including the no-license groups who fought
so vigorously.

The following is the PLEDGE of the
Woman's Christian Temperance Union of E.
Douglas: -

"We the undersigned, severally pledge
ourselves, upon our integrity, to abstain
from all spiritous and malt liquors,
including wine, cider and beer, as a
beverage, and that we will not offer in any
way the same to others to be so used, or use
the same for cooking or for table
purposes."
This is a strong pledge, is already
signed by a goodly list of prominent
wives, mothers and sisters in the community, and if it be faithfully kept by
them and those who may soon accept
the same pledge, we shall expect to see
a marked advance in temperance
interests.
We count the Women's Christian
Temperance Union as one of the most
promising signs of the times, a unifying
of the Womanhood of the Commonwealth in a home battle against the
domestic traditions and c~linary habits
of many homes. The social glass, the
wine-spiced sauces, and the alcoholpoisoned foods will, we trust, be soon
tabooed from the higher cl?sses of
society, and all lower ranks will follow
the good example.

Hiram Walker
Hiram Walker was born in Douglas on the
.
4th of July, 1816, m the Walker homestead
on Yew Street. He left Douglas at the age of
20 to join the great exodus to the West.
.
. .
.
In Detroit, Michigan, dunng the
1840s, his business was in wholesale groTemperance Pledge
ceries and beverages as well, and was adOur Homefournal,July, 1877
vertising "Good wheat whiskey for sale at low prices by the gallon." In the 1850s he
moved to Ontario, Canada, where he would have no problem with the American prohibitionists, and built what was to become the largest distillery on the continent.
While the distilleries of Hiram Walker were satisfying the thirst of practically all
of North America, back in his home town of Douglas the temperance and no-license
groups were fiercely battling to stop the sale of liquor.
This native son of Douglas, who built his empire in Canada because of the prohibitionists, became a famous person. He never returned to Douglas.
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Second Part

Churches, Camp Meetings and Cemeteries
Churches
The spiritual needs and the moral guidance of the parishioners were more than
amply provided by the First Congregational Church at the Center1 and the Methodist,
Second Congregational and Catholic churches in the Village.1
The churches renewed and uplifted the spiritual life of the members, teaching
Godliness and the ways of truth, which elicited a great deal of interest by the
parishioners. They also endeavored to set an example to contend against the forces of
evil, and to further the teachings and practice of Christian morals.
The churches at that time had a strict discipline which did not sanction the drifting away from the Christian values of the church. A continued absence from "Divine
Worship" was an offense which required the members to appear before a church meeting and give reasons. Drunkenness, profanity and immorality were not tolerated to any
degree in a church member. The custom for this was for the member to confess to the
pastor any transgressions, and to make repentance.
Revivals of faith were quite often held to improve the religious indifferences and
conduct of.the members of each church, and at times with other houses of worship.
Beside administering to
the spiritual, the churches
were very involved in civic
matters, particularly against
the sale of liquor, a powerful
force which lowered the morals
of the community. The churches
also sponsored open meetings
and social affairs at which
speeches and lectures were
given, exhorting the citizens to
exert all efforts against the evil
of drink.
The houses of worship
and their dedicated pastors labored diligently among their
flocks, serving their every
need, be it spiritual or of human
concern. However, entire harmony did not always prevail,
for minor difficulties did occur
involving not only the pariMeeting House, 1748. Stood on the present common at Douglas shioners, but in a few instanCenter; was taken down in 1834.
ces, the pastors.

'see Editor's Notes, page xi
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The teachings of the churches maintained an excellent moral fiber in the community, leading the parishioners along a path of righteousness. The reward of the
churches was to see the many people who came to worship when the church bells rang
on Sunday morning.

The First Congregational Church
In November of 1747, Rev. William Phipps, the first minister in town, was
installed pastor of the Congregational Society at Douglas Center.1
The Meeting House.vwhich was begun in 1747 and finished years later, served
as the first house of worship for the Society and also for Annual Town Meetings.
The building was erected and maintained by the town through taxes levied on all
of the inhabitants, even though there was but one religion permitted, that of the Congregational Society.
However, there were a number of persons in town who professed the faith of the
Baptists, and who objected to being taxed for the support of Congregational preaching.
The Baptists agitated their grievances in town-meeting until an exemption was secured and permission granted to contribute of their own means for support of such
religion as they desired. This success encouraged a number of Quakers to make a like
demand, and in 1771 the era of religious freedom began.
The town still owned the meeting-house and still supported the Congregational
Society by selling the pews and pew ground. The minister's tax was paid by only those
of the Congregational faith. Following are copies of the foregoing:
Douglas April 14 1805, received of Aaron Marsh seven dollars which is in full
for the Pew Ground and New Building his Pew. The Pew Ground is what was
added to his Pew from the Pew Ground 1 purchased of the Town of Douglas,
which is added to his Pew, as witness my hand,
Attest Aaron Benson
Benjamin Craggin

Douglas September 29th 1806.
received of Aaron Marsh guardian to John S. Reidel Prudence Reidel and
Fanna Reidel viz six cents for John & four cents each for the other Two which is
in full for Congregational Society in Douglas, tax in my hand against them,
Samuel Cummings
Collector of said Society.

The membership of this first church in the town of Douglas started with twentythree persons in 17 47. It had a steady and large growth for about 30 years and then was
much reduced by dissensions and other causes, so that by 1808 there were only
twenty-seven members.
In the same year of 1808, Rev. David Holman was selected as pastor and
immediately increased the membership by a large amount. In 1834 the old MeetingHouse was taken down and the present First Congregational Church was erected in
the same year. Also in 1834 the formation of the church in the East Village1 greatly
reduced the old church at the Center,1 so that when Rev. Holman closed his pastorate
in 1842, the members numbered only 102. The church continued to decline in material
strength on through the 1880s and into the 1900s as well.
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'see Editor's Notes, page xi
2no longer standing; was on common at Douglas Center

The First Congregational Church at the Center, standing.
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Interior of the First Congregational Church, much as it appeared in 1834. 1990 photo.

First Congregational Church interior. Note "posts" in left and right hand corners, which are actually
chimneys.
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The Congregational Society, later known as the First Congregational Church of
Douglas, was served by seventeen ministers from its beginning in 17 47 up to 1908. Of
these ministers, two served long pastorates of 34 years each.
The vestry of the church during this period of 1868-1908 was used for many
purposes - fairs, strawberry festivals, bazaars, plays and numerous other functions.
At one time the vestry was used for a skating rink. Tea parties were held by the
Benevolent Circle, the food contributed by the women and then purchased by
them.
Up until 1894, the Annual Town Meetings were also held in the vestry, and on the
day of the Meeting, buns and "Town Meeting Gingerbread" could be purchased and
oftentimes done up in a bandanna handkerchief and carried home.
At one time the First Congregational Church was one of the largest and most
influential in the Conference, and was complimented in this manner:
May, 1877 - We attended during one session, the Worcester South Conference of Congregational Churches, recently held at the Congregational
Church at Douglas Center, Rev. W.W. Dow, pastor, and heard with great joy
the many favorable reports from the churches represented, and participated
in the discussion of the necessity of secret prayer to vital Godliness. We were
impressed with the earnestness and fidelity of the pastors present, and
thanked God for the results given.

In 1878 an incident occurred which involved a deacon who had certain duties
pertaining to the upper part of the church, and owned a fast trotting horse which insisted on trotting full speed up to the church door, so the deacon, who thought this was
undignified, traded the horse for one which was more moderate.
After the church was renovated in 1900, lacking the money to replace the old windows with stained glass windows, a plan was adopted to restore damaged glass and to
make the windows more pleasing by having them painted in soft and mellow
shades.
Within a year or two, the paint on the windows began to crack and to flake off.
Soon there were splotches of sunlight here and there in the auditorium. These
irregular areas of light would settle, during worship, on the faces of the people and on
the hymn books they held, as well as on the pulpit and on the backs of the pews.
In order to correct this deplorable situation, Mrs. Cynthia Lee Church, a staunch
member of the congregation, who wished to have memorial windows, set about to find a
way to get the seven windows that were needed. Her plan found favor, and several
planned to contribute windows in honor of their dead relatives.
The only unique thing about the movement was the way in which money was
subscribed for the window in memory of James Wells, a pastor of lovable traits and distinguished service. The couples whom he married gave money for this. When not
enough couples were found to pledge money for the price of the window, and when
some of the couples refused to give because they had no reason to feel kindly toward
the man who yoked them together for life; the fund was completed by a general
subscription.
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Mrs. Cynthia Lee Church died in December of 1906 and her plan for the
memorial windows were carried out, just as she wished.
The First Congregational Church at the Center, limited to this day and
date of Dec. 12, 1907 opened its doors at 5 o'clock this afternoon, and from this
hour till late tonight, the Christmas bargain hunters swarmed the vestry and
surged hither and thither from booth to booth.
The purpose of the sale was to provide the Douglas Center folk with
Christmas presents, and incidentally to increase the surplus in the treasury of
the church.
About 6 o'clock there was a lull in the swishing of skirts, the shouting of
the salesgirls and the arguing of the hordes of customers, and during this lull
supper was served to all comers.
When it was all over late tonight, everybody said that is was Douglas
Center's greatest Christmas sale, "and that, if you please, is no small
matter."
1±!!.df "1>_2c.il'._jtjt'!'!.df df!£-<lt1t_Jl_it •• ~-~-£"~~
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The First Congregational Church, which began 160 years ago, still continues to
show a great deal of perseverance, although it had to give up much of its choicest
strength through the years, much of it due to "removals" (members leaving the
church).
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Methodist Episcopal Church
The Methodist Episcopal Church had an early and interesting history. In 1808 a
church was formed at South Douglas and a new house of worship erected. Elder Pliney
Brett, the pastor and leader of this first Methodist church in the town of Douglas, continued until 1815, at which time he and most of the members withdrew from the Methodist Episcopal Church, and effected
a new organization, under the name
of the Reformed Methodists.
Elder Yates succeeded Elder
Brett and continued for many years
as its devoted pastor, until the infirmities of advancing age made it impossible. Several Elders and others
conducted the meetings on through
the 1850s until the meeting-house
became unfit for use. It was abandoned and the services of the Reformed Methodist Church were then
held in the upper hall of the Jepherson Tavern 1, which was a short distance from the old church. About
five years after the Civil War the
meetings were discontinued and
afterwards it was considered an outstation to the First Congregational
Church at Douglas Center.
The old church building, in full
1875 - Methodist Church on Main Street, burned down
disrepair, was burned down by some
in 1904. Present church is on the site.
tramps in 1896.
In 1844, the Reformed Methodists of East Douglas, who did not attend services at
the South Douglas church, organized their own society with a small membership. A
year later, in 1845, the Reformed Methodists erected their own church in East
Douglas, just beyond the Whiting Tavern2 on Main Street. And in 1857, on Bowen
Court, they established the parsonage.
Prior to the organization of the Methodists of East Douglas in 1844, the members
belonged to the Reformed Methodist Church in Millville, with services held in the
"Long School-House'? of District No. 3, which is the building east of the Douglas Axe
Works Office.4
The first pastor of the Reformed Methodist Church here was Solomon P. Snow
who was succeeded by others until 1864, at which time Rev. Walter Wilkie became the
pastor and leader of the church.
In the early part of 1866 the Society voted to change the name of the church to
that of 'Wesleyan Methodist' until they could become merged into the Methodist Episcopal Church.
'no longer
•standing;
3standing;
•standing;

standing; was on corner, South and Chestnut Streets
corner of Northeast Main and White Ave.
next building east of Axe Works Office (Elmwood Club Restaurant)
now Elmwood Club Restaurant
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Later in the year Rev. Wilkie held quite an extensive revival of religion, resulting
in the conversion of many persons. He had formerly been identified with the
Methodist Episcopal Church, but left that body because of its connection with slavery.
When slavery was no longer an issue, he returned to the church of his early choice.
Rev. Walter Wilkie, by request of the membership, took steps to organize the
church into the Methodist Episcopal Church, which was accomplished late in 1866.
In the Fall of 1868, the Douglas Herald newspaper published this church
item:
A Grand Levee will be given by the Society at their church on Wednesday
evening, Oct. 28. The exercises of the evening will open with a musical festival,
when the new organ will speak out some of its melody, and the East Douglas
Glee Club will entertain the assembly with some of the best performances, so
that all may expect a pleasant time. Good provisions have been made for the
gratification of the palate - among the good things being raw and stewed oysters, pies, cake, chicken pie, confectionery, tea, coffee&. A good social time is
expected, and all are invited to attend. The price of admission will be 15
cts.

The following year the Methodist Society presented a two evening exhibition of
plays. The first evening's program was "Ten Nights in a Bar-room," and "Village
Gossips, or Pride Must Have a Fall," on the second evening.
The object of the exhibition was to aid in raising the necessary funds for the support of the church.
Under the pastorate of Rev. Daniel P. Atkins, a successor of Rev. Wilkie, a new
and commodious church edifice was erected in the center of the Village, the work being
accomplished in 1872. The structure was of wood, painted white and set back from the
street a little farther than the present one.
After the new church was built, the old building on the hill near the Tavern stood
vacant until it was sold to the Samuel Sibley Post, G.A.R. in 1896.
From the 1880s and on the church grew in membership and in societies and
organizations. The vestry was beautified by tinting and frescoing the walls and ceilings
and the aisles were carpeted with durable matting.
Discourses on the sin of dancing were delivered from the pulpit. Women's Suffrage meetings at the church were well attended with very forcible remarks made by
some of the parishioners.
In 1885 a concert was given for the dedication of the new pipe organ. The organ
was tested to its full extent by J.L. Gilbert of Boston and it proved to be a fine-toned
instrument. The singing under the direction of William Hunt was excellent and consisted entirely of local talent.
In the spring of 1904 the four story Central Block,1 the largest building in town,
caught fire and was completely destroyed. The fire spread to the Methodist Church2,
which stood but a scant 30 feet or so away, completely engulfed it with a mass of flames,
and levelled it to the ground along with the Central Block.
Out of the ruins, the present church arose, and was completed before the year
was out. There were few, if any, in town who believed that such a structure could
possibly be built in so short a time.
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'no longer standing; now site of Town Hall
2no
longer standing; now site of Methodist Church

1908, the present Methodist Church. The former Church was destroyed by fire on March 13, 1904.
The building to the left is the Balcome Block, still standing. To the right of the church is
Mechanic's Block which suffered and was repaired.

Rev. Shirley D. Coffin, pastor of the church, was much admired for his hard work
which made it possible for the town to have a new church building. Rev. Coffin labored
ceaselessly to solicit donations, which were many, not only from the church members,
but also from many of the citizens of the town.
One year after the fire, the Methodist Church was crowded to participate in the
dedication of the new organ, a gift of James Smith, a lifelong resident of Douglas. A concert was given by local talent and the OB Joyful Ladies Orchestra of the town provided
pleasant music.
The bell for the church built in 1872 was cast at Sheffield, England, in 1869. During the big fire the steeple crashed to the ground and the bell was severely cracked by
the fall.
C.W.Trowbridge of Whitinsville, Mass., graciously donated a 1200 pound bell for
the new church in 1904.
A couple of years later, 1906 to be exact, an incident occurred which involved the
new bell, the church and the school committee. An account of the whole affair by the
Worcester newspaper follows:
BELL NO LONGER RINGS FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
TRUSTEES OF EAST DOUGLASMETHODIST CHURCH
CANCEL AGREEMENT MADE
WITH COMMITTEE

Nov. 1906. The smooth voiced, resonant bell, which had been rung four times a week to
call the Methodists of East Douglas to worship in their church on Main Street, and
which, since the spring of 1905, has been rung 10 times a week to signal to the children
of the village that school would begin in 15 minutes, has been forced to renounce its
civil duties and confine itself exclusively to its religious functions.
The trustees of the church have decreed it.
The key to the church, which Agalon B. Simmons, janitor of the East Douglas
schoolhouse, had been allowed to keep for his convenience, has been called in by
the trustees.
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In the spring of 1905, Rev. Edward B. Blanchard, then chairman of the school committee, and Francis S. Brick, superintendent of schools, agreed that there might be
fewer cases of tardiness in the schools if the children were made aware that school
would begin within a certain number of minutes. Wishing to try this plan they singled
out the Methodist bell.
The trustees of the church consented, when Rev. Mr. Blanchard promised that the
school committee would pay its share in keeping the bell in repair.
Agalon B. Simmons, who has been obliged to go down to the Methodist church
twice a day to ring the bell, is not displeased with the recent action of the trustees. Even
if their action could have been construed as a reflection upon his capacity as a bell
ringer, he would have harbored no resentment. When asked to give up the key, he did
so joyously. He hopes that nothing will induce the Methodists to reconsider their
decision.
Mr. Agalon B. Simmons says that the school committee has not yet decided
whether or not to have a bell rung in the future to announce that it is time for school.
"There is no particular need of it," he commented. "Children in Douglas are so anxious
to go to school that they are down here as soon as they get their breakfasts. I have seen
them here as early as a quarter past 7."

For an entire century, 1808-1908, the Methodist Church survived many hardships, changes and disaster.
The first house of worship was built in 1808 at South Douglas, and abandoned
when it became unfit for use.
The second house of worship was erected in 1845 on the easterly end of Main
Street in East Douglas.
The third house of worship was built in 1872 on Main Street, necessitated by an
increased membership and added social functions.
The fourth house of worship, the present one, was erected in 1904 to replace the
former church which burned down in the early part of 1904.

The Second Congregational Church
The First Congregational Church at Douglas Center was the nearest house of
worship for the Congregationalists of the community. The distance from the Village to
the Center was four miles of travel in the worst of weather, over a road which was
almost impassable and in some places dangerous and extremely difficult for the horsedrawn vehicles.
From about 1800 to 1830, a marked growth of industry, business and population
took place in East Douglas, which made the Village a prosperous and thriving community. Because of this growth a large number of parishioners, who attended services
at the Center, now lived in East Douglas.
This large increase in population and business activity necessitated the establishment of a second Congregational church in East Douglas. The demand for a
place of worship here was led by a group of the rich, the influential and the leading
citizens of the town.
Oliver Hunt, of the famed Douglas Axe Works, one of the most prominent
citizens of Douglas, and his wife Phebe, executed a Deed of Trust to Micah Hill and
others, excerpts of which follow:
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Whereas, sundry individuals, to
wit, upon the 13th day of November, A.D. 1833, entered into an
agreement to erect a meeting
house in the East part of the Town
of Douglas, for Public Religiuos
worship of the Orthodox Congregational order, which said
meeting house has since been
erected upon a parcel of land hereinafter described. And whereas a
Church and Parish have been duly
organized and established in the
East part of said Douglas for the
purpose of supporting religious
worship in said house, which Parish is called the "Second Parish in
said Douglas," and the Church &
Society which are to worship
there,
the
"Second
Congregational Society' in Douglas."
Congregational Church, East Douglas,
And whereas the said Individuals Second
1875; standing. Building to the right rear is the
who have erected said house, are Masonic Hall - formerly Citizen's Hall.
desirous of having the same, together with the land upon which it stands, conveyed in such a manner as shall
secure the objects for which the same was erected.
That they shall, as soon as may be, cause the pews in said Meeting
House to be appraised, which appraisement shall be so made as that the
aggregate appraised value of the pews shall be sufficient to cover the actual
cost of erecting & completing said House. And the said pews when so appraised shall be offered at public vendue at prices not less than their appraised
value.
Signed sealed and delivered in presence of us

Harriet N Hunt Benjamin Craggi.n
Oliver Hunt Seal
Phebe Hunt Seal
Worcester, ss. Nov. 21st 1834. Then the above named Oliver Hunt acknowledged the above instrument to be his free act and deed before me,

Benjamin Craggin
justice of the Peace

And so the new church, which numbered twenty-nine persons, was erected in
East Douglas in 1834. It came as a welcome relief to generations of parishioners who for
87 years had made the long and tiresome trips to the Center for worship.

'church stands at East Douglas
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The membership of this richer and larger church grew steadily. During the pastorates of several of the eleven ministers, from 1834 to 1908, there were powerful
revivals of religion which by 1878 numbered 232 members.
Some time after this, the church suffered considerable depletion by deaths and
removals. By 1905 there were but 117 members.
In this period of 1868-1908, many activities and events were sponsored by the
Christian Endeavor and the Ladies' Benevolent Societies. The church hosted temperance meetings by the W.C.T.U., lectures, union services, socials, suppers and High
School Graduation Exercises.
Two of the many interesting events which occurred at the church follow:

Strawberry Festival, 1868. -On Tuesday evening, July 7th, a strawberry festival will be held in the vestry of the Congregational church. The object is to
enlarge, if possible, the Sabbath school library, and also obtain an organ for the
vestry. The festival will be opened with singing, juvenile and otherwise, in the
body of the church, speeches not to exceed three minutes in any case, and an
exhibition of tableaux; the singing and speeches will not probably occupy
more than half an hour. In the vestry will be strawberries, ice cream, lemonade, art gallery, post office, and the usual attractions of such an occasion.
Young and old are cordially invited to be present, and enjoy themselves in a
very sensible way. No pains will be spared in getting up the entertainment,
and we anticipate a great success. There will be a small admission fee of fifteen
cents.

On Nov. 4, 1885, the young ladies with the Benevolent Circle very charmingly
presided over a complimentary supper given to the young gentlemen in the
Congregational vestry. Their alluring smiles and pretty ways made the supper doubly attractive, and the escalloped oysters still more delicious. A musical and literary program was carried out.
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Around the 1900s, during the pastorate of Reverend Charles P. Pierce, money by
subscription and solicitation was obtained to redecorate the church and to replace the
small-paned glass windows with stained glass windows.
The acceptance by the parishioners of the excellent teachings of the church was,
unfortunately, disrupted by an incident between the church and its pastor in 1906.

/

RESIGNS HIS PASTORATE,
BUT KEEPS HIS BOSSIES.

Rev. E. 8. Blanchard, East Douglas, Resents Contract Offered Him by the Supply
Committee, Says His Salary Is Inadequate, and That He
I
Will Not Dispose of Two Cows.
:S~lal to The Tele&tr"&m
The resignation was, read at the fore:mAST DOUGLAS, April 29.-Rather
noon service and came as a surprise to
than dispose of two of his sleek dairy almost all the people present who thought
that a. bargain had been struck between
cows a.t the behest of the church supply pastor and supply committee for another
comblittee, Rev. Edward B. Blanchard year:read hi.a rP.signation as pastor in the Sec- "To the Second Congregational
church
and parish, East Douglas, Mass., April
lanal c h urch to dav,
on 4 Co~t
29, 1906:!lr. Blanchard said be would feel like
"Dear brethren:
A few days ago I
l!lta:7inS 1f the church· would pa.y him an- accepted from the committee ot pulpit
.
supply the terms offered for a tltlrd year
.othC!4' lwudred. otherwise he must ke&p of· service among you in the ministry of
•he cows, as· his fa.mJiy ls large and his· the Lord Jesus Christ. After continued
.aa.ta.ry Inadequate
frayer and thought I am convinced that
·
cannot meet. the sacred obligations God
. The !~tng
of the committee is that has placed upon me by accepting longer
'Bev, Mr. Blanchard's work outside ot those conditions.
I, therefore,
tend to
h{lil pulpit might detract
from his etrlcien. you my restgnatfon as pastor of this
church and parish to take effect three
cy therein. As one member of. the supply months from this date.
committee said: "The supply committee
"I wish to express my sincere gratitude
did not believe one man could do four to the many friends, to the church and
.
town, for the help given me in the mastbtngs together so well as he could one ter's service during the last two years.
alone.''
The kindly spirit of fellowship so wa:rmare members of the committee ly manifested In our union services with
·" kn
th1
b t f
.
the Methodist church, will ever remain
ow some
ng a ou
arming. a pleasant memory.
;They know that milking a cow when a
"In breaking these relations those spe~
eow is switching her tall vigorously has cial ties which unite ~indred hearts in
caused many a good church member to Chtist.:s kingdom. I trust,
will never
fa.11 from grace. They know Mr. Blan- break.
chard milks his three cows.
"My longing and prayer for you, in the
Some of the more esthetic have - com- work of the Lord, ls that you may grow
plained of the "smell of cow," as they stronger in hie service, and that the great
call it.
head of the church may soon send to you

-ni.re
,..,..Q
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one who, as a leader, may guide you in
the most efficient labors for the kingdom.
"Sincerely your pastor,
"Edward B. Blanchard."
The pulpit supply committee includes
Aaron F. Jones, Alvin H. Brown, Frank
H. Bird, Henry Morey and Charles H.
Hunt.
Aaron F. Jones said tonlght i->
"The socie,ty voted to instruct their pulpit supply committee to contract with
Rev. E. B. Blanchard for another year
on the same terms as last, with this addltlon: 'He must give up all .outetde bust,
ness and gtve his whole time and energy
to his calling us a minister of the Lord
J'esus Christ, and the advancement
of
His cause in this church.'
"Last year he received as salary $800,
free use of the parsonage property (where
there is a house, · barn and small lot).
three weeks' vacation. the privilege to
preach Sunday afternoons
at Doug las
center, for which he would receive $250,
and do such other parish work as he may
desire, not to conflict with .his regular
parish work at East Douglas.
Mr. Jones was asked what was meant
by the vote requiring Rev. Mr. Blanchard
"to give up all outside work," and said:
"To reduce his. number of cows from
three to one, and to give up otqer active
farming work, the chairmanship of the
school committee, and chairmanship
of
school purchasing supply committee.
"I will not deny," said Mr. Jones, "that
it is an advantage to the schools to have

him as chairman of the school committee
and no fault is found with hi& parish
work. The only reason for these conditions was that the supply committee, did
not believe one man could do four things
together as well as he could one .alone."
Rev. Mr: .t:Hanc,~,ard
said he considered
"active farm work" meant doing the
actual labor Inctdent to ra.isinir vegetables. That he said is all done by .a. man
whom he hires.
He said that he does milk the cows and
do other work incidental to their care
a.nd to the dairy.Ing. He also keeps some
hens, about which he understands there ls
110 complaint.
"I totd the committee."
88.id Mr.
Blanchard, "that if it would give me $100
extra I would give up the cows. If not,
owing to my large tam.Hy, my salary is
inad<?quateto support us."
Mr. Blanchard was pastor of the Congregational
church. in Brookfield,
8¥2
years before he came to East Douglas,
two years ago.
His relations with a
large share of the people in the church
seem to be of the best1 and there is a decided feeling among them that the cow
Qu~stion ought not to separate pastor and
people, and that the fancied "smell of
cow," complained of in the Friday evening prayer meetings should not be powerfu~ enough to bring about so much feeling in the church.
Newspaper
correspondent
wanted
in
Douglas and· East Douglas. Write box T, ·
Webster,· Mass.•••

Worcester Telegram, April 29, 1906
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A newspaper reporter described one of the erratic behaviors of the church clock
in this manner:
East Douglas, Aug. 27, 1906 - The town clock of Douglas, with permanent
quarters in the belfry of the Second Congregational church, East Douglas,
added another to its long list of senile indiscretions and impertinences yesterday, when its striking apparatus, which controls the long arm that knocks
against the outside of the church bell and so tells East Douglas the hours of the
day, was allowed to stop through the displacement of a rivet.
As one wag put it, the striking part of the clock had struck. East Douglas
people were left, in consequence, without any easy and authoritative way of
marking the flight of time. Even the dogs along Main Street that make a practice of yelping whenever the church bell sounds, were silent after the bell was
rung for the morning service. These dogs have not been trained to bark
without the accompaniment of the bell, and they cannot be relied upon to bark
the hours of day when the clock isn't striking at the same time to let them know
when to begin and when to stop.
The town clock has come to the most trying part of its career. Since old age
has overtaken it, and wellnigh squelched it, it has been guilty of many irregularities which it shuddered to think of in its youth. There was a time when
it was kept straight by its surroundings, when it was awed into righteousness
by the sanctity of its abode. So it failed to sow its wild oats in its youth, and now
in its old age, its wildnesses, which knowing ones said would crop out sooner
or later, are a sore trial to its admirers.
They are a particularly sore trial also to those who have had the care of it.
Joseph Martin, who was its physician until Aug. 7, was fretted almost intonervous prostration by its follies. Since then it has kept Mr. Martin's successor,
Joseph Quinn, so busy running over from his home on Gilboa Street to lubricate some section of its decaying anatomy, that he has lost flesh palpably. And
the newspaper men in town who have been trying to keep tab on its caprices
have been all but driven to drink, so monotonous did the work become.
Mr. Quinn talked with a reporter at the East Douglas postoffice, this morning, where he had stopped, on his way home, to rest after an arduous hour in
the steeple. "I find a rivet loose," he explained, "I fix him." The clock was thus
enabled to go about its task of striking once more, and no new caper had come
to light at a late hour tonight.

The St. Denis Catholic Church
These news accounts of the Catholic Church1 appeared in the Douglas Herald
newspaper of May 30, 1868:
Rev. D.A. O'Keefe, late pastor of the Catholic church here in this town, has
been succeeded by Rev. Dennis C. Moran, an active and zealous man who will
doubtless officiate to the satisfaction of our Catholic friends.
The meetings in the Catholic church in this town during the week have
been well attended, and a good deal of interest manifested in them by our
citizens. The following gentlemen were present and officiated: Rev. E.].
Sheridan of St. Vincent Church of Boston; Rev. James Quan, Webster; Rev.
Peter Minnette, Great Barrington. The present pastor of the church, Rev.
Dennis C. Moran, is rapidly becoming popular with his congregation. The
church edifice, very near to completion, will be a commodious and substantial
structure, as well as an ornament to the Village.

'no longer standing; was across the road from the present church
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The St. Denis Church was built from the framework of a large barn, purchased of
the Warren Hunt estate.
The founders of the church, who were of French descent, were the majority of
the parishioners until the 1900s, at which time people from several countries of Europe
settled in East Douglas, thus giving the Catholic Church a strong blend in its
membership.
The original rectory of the Catholic Church, a brick building, which stood directly across the street from the church, was purchased in 1870 and remodelled to provide
proper quarters for the pastor and his assistant.
In 1902 fire broke out and destroyed the building. However, the church recovered quickly from this loss, and by 1903 a new rectory was built.
A short distance at the rear of the church stood a house known as "The Jones'
Catholic House." The church owned it and in the 1880s established a parochial school,
called "The French School."
From 1857 to 1908, eleven pastors led and served the members of the Catholic
Church, with Rev. James Meehan as pastor at the end of the period.
The church sponsored many socials and parties throughout these years, of which
the most enjoyable and successful was the "Fair," an event staged every several years
and which lasted from five to eight days duration.
Fire. -On Sunday morning Janu-

~

"==--=

ary 7, 1887, at 5 o'clock, the barn
owned by the Catholic Church society, was found on fire, and was
wholly destroyed. Neither cattle
nor hay was in the barn. It was an
old structure, and not worth over
$200. The fire was doubtless of
incendiary nature.

awawaw
St. Denis parish Fair opened in
Central Hall Thursday evening,
Oct. 7, 1888 with a good patronage.
There are numerous attractions of
a varied character. A social dance
is on the program for this evening.
Saturday evening an interesting
program has been arranged, when
the Fair closes until the following
Thursday evening, then reopening and continuing for three nights
longer, and finally ending on Saturday evening following. It promises to be a success in every way.
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CatholicChurchonManchaugRoad,1875,gone;thepresentstructure was erectedin 1955.

1900-1908

A whist party, givenunder the auspices of the St. Denis Church,will be held in
the Town Hall this evening.An entertainment will also be given in Forester's
Hall.1 James W. Wixtead is president of the arrangements, John Condon is
secretary and Henry Mongeau treasurer. A large committee has immediate
charge of the affair, which will probably meet with success.
The principles of the Catholic faith were adhered to very carefully. Following are
two of the many newspaper items:
1901 - Seven girls and seven boys held their First Communionin St. Denis

Church at 8 o'clockyesterday morning.
aw~aw
1905 - Bishop Beaven of Springfield will conduct the 10 A.M. Mass at St.
Denis Church Sunday.At 4 o'clockin the afternoon he will administer confirmation to a class of 30.

In 1906, the Home of Destitute Catholic Children in Boston found Catholic
homes here in East Douglas for four girls and three boys. The object of the institution
was to place the children permanently in comfortable homes. The pastor would watch
the way the child was reared, and report to the Society if the child was being neglected.
On the other hand, if the child was intractable, he was taken away from the family
which had undertaken to keep him. The family could adopt the child if it wished to do
so, and if the Society decided that the place was suitable for the permanent keeping of him.
In 1908 a belfry was added to the church in anticipation of obtaining a bell to call
the faithful to worship.
During the first fifty years of its existence, the membership of the Catholic
Church increased substantially. From a small band of worshippers in 1857, the church
numbered close to one thousand persons by 1907.
In addition to the four churches already mentioned, there were other, smaller
denominations, all of which had a short life span.

The Latter Day Saints - Mormon Church
Just before Walnut Street in South Douglas, there used to be the Latter Day
Saints Church, which was about as large as a one room school-house. The church,
which was organized in 1873, was also called the Mormon Church. Several of the
founders of this South Douglas church were Erastus Vickers, Potter M. Bates and J.
Merritt Parker. The society did not last long and some years later the building was
taken down.

The Adventist Church
On the left side of North Street, where it begins at the Civil War monument, foundation walls were put up in the 1880s for an Adventist Church, which for some reason
was never built. The foundation was taken down in 1902 by James Wixtead.

'gone; was in Thayer's Block
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The People's Church
In 1896 a group of dissatisfied members of the First Congregational Church at
Douglas Center split from it and founded the People's Church Society, with Vernon T.
Esten as president.
The break occurred during the ministry of Rev. A.B. Peffers, pastor of the First
Church from 1892-1896.
The reasons for the split, as given by Mr. Esten, follow:
The course of the new organization is simply this: Those who for various
reasons did not care to listen to the preaching of Mr. Peffers combined
together to see if they could establish a place of public worship where they
could listen to preaching more to their liking.
They were not so confirmed heathens that they did not want to attend any
church, but had a choice in the matter. They then cordially invited and will
continue to invite anybody and everybody who has any desire to attend the
services of the People's Church to do so, will not pry into anybody's record or
ask them to subscribe to do what they hear or bother them about what they did
last week or expect to do next.

The Swedish Church
The Swedish Society was formed in the late 1880s with a small membership.
Their meetings took place on the third floor of the Central Block1, until that block
burned down in the early part of 1904. Later in that same year the Society purchased
the "Long School-House,"2 the house across from the Balcome Block and next to the
Douglas Axe Works Office.
The Swedish Church, after having lost much of its membership by removals,
gave it up and the remaining members joined other churches.

The Evangelical Society of South Douglas
This Society was organized in 1906 to provide the preaching of the Gospel in a
community where there had been no church, and to further the teachings of Christian
morals. For three years prior to this there was a Sunday School and also preaching in
the Tasseltop school house of South Douglas.
When the society was formed and incorporated, the Elisha Thompson house,
adjacent to the school on Pine Street, was given to the new organization as a place of
worship for its twenty-one members.

The Quaker Church in South Douglas
On Pine Street, farther down from the Evangelical Society, once stood the
Quaker Church, also called the Friend's Meeting-House. The church was flourishing
in 1784, made up of the families in the area, an amount large enough to be called the
"Quaker School District No. 4."
After the building was abandoned during the 1800s, it was reported that the old
church was haunted, presumably by occupants of the adjoining graveyard. For a considerable time these claims caused much uneasiness to the dwellers nearby.
It turned out, however, that during a certain part of the day the rays of the sun
falling upon the imperfect window panes, were seen as forms flitting around the
church.
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'no longer standing; now site of Town Hall
•standing; next building east of Elmwood Club

The Pastors
On the Sabbath day the people came to church from all directions: on foot, in carriages, in farm wagons without springs - some drawn by oxen, others by horses.
The parishioners came to worship and to offer thanks to the Lord for His bounties. The pastors encouraged and enlarged the faith of the members by preaching two
lengthy sermons, one in the forenoon and the other in the afternoon. These eloquent
and powerful sermons were of the "Literal Hell" doctrine, for during that period there
were very few quiet preachers.
The pastors were dedicated men who consistently labored to teach the truths of
the Bible. They tended their flocks with words of comfort and encouragement
whenever illness or tragedy struck. They also worked with zeal to enlarge their memberships, hopeful that baptisms would outnumber departures.
This list of church services was taken from an issue of "Our Home Journal" printed in East Douglas:
May, 1877:
Sabbath School, sabbath noon.
Church Services: -Preaching at 10:45 a.m. and 1:45 p.m.
Evening Services: Missionary Concert, 1st Sabbath in month.
Sabbath School Concert, 2nd Sabbath in month.
Prayer Meeting, 3rd Sabbath in month.
Union Temperance Meeting, 4th Sabbath in month.
Prayer Meeting, Thursday Evenings.

Several years after he ended his pastorate, Rev. William T. Briggs, pastor of the
Second Congregational Church from 1866-1887, wrote a lengthy article setting down
his convictions about the compromising of church integrity through worldly affiliations. His entire article was printed in the newspaper, excerpts of which follow:
1891 - Church Entertainments: I have a conviction that the church is losing
its strength. We have reached a stage where the church needs to pause and
take observation. Young people must have amusements; to reach and hold
them they must be entertained. But does this justify church-members in patronizing theatres, ball-rooms, billiard saloons and card tables?
Let me say that the church was not organized to furnish entertainment for
its members, either old or young. It is curious and significant to note the drift
of evangelical churches, "to raise funds," "to reach and hold the young."
The quotations that follow are literal quotations from secular papers. A
church advertised a sawing match by young ladies, members of a Bible class,
the young ladies marching in with saw-horses on their shoulders: the best
sawyer receiving a book, the worst, a bottle of Mrs. Winslow's Soothing
Syrup.
And at a fair, for the benefit of the church, is advertised to close with a
broom drill by forty-two young ladies and a musket drill by the Sons of
Veterans.
Finally, at the church Thursday evening will be a missionary ball and
bazaar, gentlemen are requested to secure their partners before the oysters
and ice cream are all gone.
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The Ladies' Aid Societies
The Ladies' Aid and Benevolent Societies were formed to carry on the social life of the
church and community.
The societies raised funds for the support of preaching, maintenance of the
church and parsonage, and also for other laudable objects.
Their socials and functions were numerous such as levees, lectures, whist parties, bazaars, concerts, plays, fairs, dances, lawn parties, clambakes and musicals, some
by the East Douglas Glee Club, and all of which had a large patronage. But the most notable of all were the church suppers which served a double purpose in catering to a taste
and appreciation for the moral drama. There were butterfly suppers, chicken pie suppers, coffee suppers, colonial suppers which were presided over by the ladies who
wore colonial costumes, and of course the strawberry suppers, the menus of which
consisted of cold sliced ham, bread, strawberries and cream, fruit nut gelatins, conf ectionery, ice cream, cake, tea and coffee.
Needless to say, on many occasions these industrious and frugal groups were the
backbone and the salvation of the churches.

Camp Meetings
In the summer of 1874, a group of consecrated ministers and Christian laymen
held a meeting in a small picnic area just before the railroad tracks on South Street, at
Douglas Center. The purpose of the meeting, an interdenominational one, was to start
a holiness movement for spiritual revivals and for the salvation of sinners.
The following year, George M. Morse, a leader of the new organization, desirous
of securing a permanent meeting place, purchased at his own expense a 30 acre tract of
land, on which stood a huge pine grove. The land, directly across the first meeting
place, comprised the Douglas Camp Meeting Grounds. Mr. Morse laid out walks and
roads, dug wells, erected some buildings and provided furnishings sufficient to conduct a camp meeting on a goodly scale.
In 1890 George M. Morse donated all of these holdings to the Douglas Camp
Meeting Association, under the condition "That these grounds are ever to be held
for Holiness."
The beauty and peaceful climate of the grounds were well-adapted to the purposes of the camp meeting. This quiet spot was conducive to the religious, where under
a natural amphitheatre, shadowed by the mammoth pine grove, thousands of people
were drawn to the power, forcefulness and eloquence of the speakers.
The Camp Meetings were held for ten days every July, the last Sunday of the
Meeting being attended by six thousand to eight thousand people who arrived on hun-
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dreds of bicycles, omnibuses, thousands of carriages and on extra trains provided by
the N.Y., N.H. and Hartford Railroad.
For those guests who stayed for the entire ten-day meeting, accommodations
were more than adequate.
On the grounds were cottages, a dining hall and tabernacle, the outdoor amphitheatre where tier after tier of seats rose on the steep hill facing the little round
speaker's stand at its base.
There were also dormitories, about fifty tents, a restaurant, a small post office
and stables for the horses.
The commodious tents, on wooden platforms, were 10 x 12 feet. Each was
equipped with a full-sized bed and cot, bed clothing and the necessary utensils for
camping. The tents, donated by C.H. Robinson of Rhode Island, were furnished free to
the first fifty applicants.
The spacious dormitory rooms, with double bed, cost only twenty-five cents per
night, if one brought along sheets and pillow cases.
Those who could afford fifty cents a night received a double bed, sheets, pillow
cases, soft pillows, a real mattress and a flexible and reliable spring. The Association
expected these items would not be taken away as souvenirs. The occupants were
advised to bring along heavy shawls or a comforter for heavy weather.
The large dining halls and numerous cafes of the association were operated
throughout the meeting for the feeding of such who did not have the energy or the skill
or the senses to cook for themselves. Board for the whole meeting was only $6.50.
The waitresses who served the meals during the Holiness season meetings were
from Pentecost College at Scituate, R.L, where girls were taught all the things that a
well-bred Holiness girl ought to know, and no more.
The caterer hired his own waiters and paid them salaries. The Association
stipulated that these Pentecost girls would now be the waitresses for the ten days of
each camp meeting.
The girls got nothing for their services except their room and board and the
privilege of attending all services, except those coincident with the three meals, at
7 A.M., 12:30 P.M. and 6 P.M., respectively.
The catering was done by James M. Gleason of Providence, who served meals on
the American plan in the main dining hall and a la carte in the restaurant, where a nickel lunch counter was also available.
Later on, Mr. Gleason, under the stress of much business, was obligated to contract with T.W.S. Ritchie, the East Douglas baker, to supply the dining hall and restaurant of the camp meeting with pastry for the ten day session.
The campaign against sin at camp meetings was waged by many noted evangelists, from near and far, the most illustrious of whom were Dr. Carridine of St. Louis
and Rev. B.S. Taylor of New England and New York State.
Dr. Carridine was the author of religious works that attracted wide attention. He
was a great power and magnet who drew thousands to the camp meetings.
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Tabernacle at the Camp Ground, 1908

Dining room at the Camp Ground, 1908
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Tents by the brook, Douglas Camp Ground.
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In 1896, the preaching of Dr. Carridine was described in this newspaper
account:
One of the grandest sermons ever listened to on the camp-grounds, was
preached by Dr. Carridine of St. Louis last Sunday afternoon. His subject was
"The Receiving of the Holy Ghost." The large congregation of nearly 4000 was
held spellbound by the force and eloquence of the speaker, who protrayed in
the most vivid and inspiring language the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the
disciples in the upper room.
His illustrations were so grand and so apt as to carry conviction to every
listener. Never was so large a congregation more deeply moved, or more
powerfully aroused to the mighty importance of this power of the Holy Ghost,
than was the one last Sunday afternoon.
The effect of this powerful discourse, its force, its reasonings and its truths
as felt by the sanctified heart, was so deeply impressed upon not only the
regenerate but the unregenerate listener, as to crowd the alter rail at the close
of the sermon with anxious seekers for the blessing.
It was a sermon not soon to be forgotten for its penetrating force and
power.
Dr. Carridine closed his labors at the camp-grounds Wednesday evening,
other duties calling him elsewhere, much to the regret of all.
He was the great power and magnet that drew hundreds to the campgrounds, and the good he accomplished can only be known by the blessed
Master.

The Silver Jubilee Season of the Douglas Camp Meeting Association took place
in July of 1899. It turned out to be one of the largest and best meetings ever held on the
grounds. The evening services were attended by large congregations who heard
interesting discourses by the evangelists. The enthusiasm of the campers and visitors
was carried on into Sunday, the last day of the meeting, at which seven thousand people
were in attendance. They came by train, wagons, buggies, omnibuses and on foot.
Three hundred bicyclists were in attendance.
There were morning, afternoon and evening prayer services. At the conclusion
of the preaching there was an after-service and the shouting, singing and marching
continued 'til midnight.
E.P. Heath, deputy sheriff and a posse of five constables, from East Douglas,
were on the grounds to prevent law breaking.
The year of 1901 was not at all favorable for the Camp Meeting Association. The
members suffered two shocking set-backs within a matter of only three weeks.
The first came from the Selectmen of Douglas who prevented the session of
camp meeting due to the danger of smallpox, which might be caused by the association
of so many thousands of people.
The action of the Selectmen affected not only the owners of the cottages on the
grounds, but also the farmers of Douglas, who counted on camp meeting as a market for
their produce. Others who sold soda and furnished feed and stabling for the horses
estimated their loss at sums varying from twenty-five to seventy-five dollars.
While the pecuniary loss was felt by only a small percentage of Douglas people,
the majority regretted the decree of the Selectmen, because it took away the only place
of enjoyment in the summer. The Camp Ground, with its grove of stately pine trees,
had always been eagerly sought as a retreat from the heat.
Douglas young men regarded this loss as most grievous, for ever since camp
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meeting was started in 187 4, they had considered Douglas camp grounds in much the
same light as a park. Hundreds of adults, too, mourned because they were deprived of
the opportunity to meet scores of friends from towns within a radius of twenty-five
miles of Douglas, whom camp meeting had annually brought together.
The second blow in that year was the taxation of all the real estate of the Association for the first time.
Until then, property belonging to the Association had been treated as church property by the assessors, and exempt from taxation.
The law stated that taxation was legal on land and buildings not used in the transaction of the camp meeting, and in places for meetings.
The property on the camp grounds judged by the town officers to be taxable
included the dining hall, restaurant, dormitories, land on which cottages were erected
and the shed where the horses were put up.
At the camp meeting of 1902, Dr. Carridine, greatest of all Holiness enthusiasts,
preached each day of the meeting. At one of his sermons he said:
That you may appreciate the awful calamity of losing the spirit, look at the
Jews. They are not striven with by the Holy Ghost a particle. There is a double
veil on the Jews, one on the Bible, the other on their hearts. They don't see our
Lord and the spirit of conviction has been taken away.
I have heard about white blackbirds, but I have never seen one. And I have
heard about converted Jews, but I have never seen one. Yes, they're as scarce
as white blackbirds. They are a forsaken people with the spirit gone.
The ghastliest place to see the effects of the lost spirit, is in the world. Look
at the world. Folks are going to bed without Jesus, getting up without Jesus,
sitting down to tables filled with the bounties He has given without a word of
thanks, and they are dead, dead, dead.

Dr. Carridine continued and spoke of the beginning and consummation of the
great disaster of life without the spirit. He talked about the loss of prayer, which caused
a lifelessness and sluggishness which crept into the people who once lived closer
to God.
Dr. Carridine's personality dominated the meeting and he held his audience
with almost hypnotic power. He then started a song "there's a great day coming", and
several scores of prayerful Holiness people joined him. "For God's sake," he continued,
"Get down into the straw, where Jesus was born." Dr. Carridine's powerful sermon was
followed by an altar scene of great dramatic quality.
On the morning of July 25, 1903, Rev. B.S. Taylor arrived on the 8:04 train from
Mooers, Clinton County, New York. His presence was a big factor in drawing huge
crowds to the camp meeting. He was a preacher of Dr. Carridine's stature and widely
known for his whirlwind discourses. Rev. Taylor was an evangelist whose fiery eloquence and glowing power of denunciation won him the appellation "Cyclone Taylor."
The following day he delivered his first sermon of the meeting and said:
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It's unpopular in New England to say anything about hell, but there's a hell
all the same. It isn't a matter of theory, it's a matter of fact. You can locate hell
and prove hell just as easily as you can locate and prove Boston.
Since I was there three years ago and was threatened and abused and
reviled by this same gang, you have a proof of it in the disaster at Martinique.
That volcano is hell.
It slaughtered 30,000 sinners.
That isn't a matter of Unitarian speculation; it isn't a matter of Universalist
fudge and nonsense and hissing and reproach, it's a matter of history and
30,000 of your lying, whiskey distillery gang were destroyed. Do you deny it?
They were the same thieves and liars and rum drinkers and whiskey
manufacturers as you are.
You're better dressed than those negroes, you've got more clothes than
they had, you've got better clothes but unless you've got Jesus Christ in your
hearts you've got the same damnable sinful nature as they had.
That wasn't a matter of theory. Your Boston Globe and your Boston Post
printed about it and they advertised and located hell and you're going to the
same hell if you don't repent.
Your preachers had rather let you go to hell if you give them salary enough.
They'll never warn you for they love you but I'll preach the truth to you
because I love you. Lord God help me to shove someone of you today off the
highway to hell.
I'm your friend because I warn you. If you never read the bible, the daily
papers will give you accounts of God's judgement. If you open the paper before
noon tomorrow you'll see how God killed lots of sabbath breakers today.
Every Monday there is a record of the sinners God has killed on Sunday
and he kills ten times as many men Sunday as on any other day.
The railroads make a special bargain with the people to damn them on
Sunday, if the New York Central railroad would stop running Sunday trains, it
wouldn't have those terrible tunnel accidents, where they have to pay half a
million dollars for one man's life.
You make a good deal of ancestry and Plymouth in New England. Well, you
Boston sinner, if you belong to the Adams family or the Hancock family or the
Jefferson family, and if you are without a holy heart, you are on your way
to the pit.
You may yell "Lynch Him! Lynch Him!" but bless God this little preacher
is preaching yet. You may cry, "Run him out!" but God's converted 2000 souls
and converted hundreds of Catholics, and if you Boston Beaneaters that
criticise me had a clear heart you would know that God does damn sinners.
Your own Boston papers, owned by the Jesuits, testify that God destroys sinners.
Your ancestry and your culture and your refinement and your Harvard
education don't change the depravity and wickedness of your own heart.

Rev. "Cyclone" Taylor often spoke for two hours without notes. His sermons
were interesting and entertaining, occasionally displaying a wittiness and a bit of
humor. However, for the most part his discourses were animated, defiant and delivered with a firm and powerful voice.
His remarks while preaching the Gospel offended some listeners:
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Cottages at the Camp Ground, 1890.
The four doors to hell are: the private dancing which leads to the public
ball; then the theatre, which leads to the brothel, from thence to hell.
Thousands of young men are looking for their fathers to die, so they will
get the cash.
Ministers will have to preach Hell or go to Hell.
When I was dying of yellow fever at Aspinwall, a few years ago, my soul
went to Heaven. The Lord said "Won't you go back and preach the Gospel?" I
replied "This is a nice place and I want to stay." I had my choice, but after I had
looked the Lord in the face I decided to come back, and here I am.

Reverend Taylor also said that Hell is 18 miles below the surface.
One veteran evangelist was Cassie L. Smith of Ocean Grove, New Jersey. Miss
Smith was an evangelist since 1866, and for twenty years or more came to the Douglas
Camp Meetings. A memorial cottage was dedicated exclusively for her meetings,
which were at 7:30 A.M. for the public, and at 4 P.M. for girls only.
The Camp Meetings were revivals to renew beliefs which were expounded by
the evangelists. The Holiness people experienced spiritual benefits and religious
truths which saved souls, converted sinners and taught brotherly love.

Cemeteries
The five cemeteries in Douglas are the resting grounds for the people who
emigrated here from the centuries old countries of Europe during the past 250
years.
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Douglas Center Cemetery
This cemetery at Douglastown 1 was set aside by the town as a burying ground
back in the 1730s. Many Revolutionary War soldiers and early settlers are buried
there.
In the oldest part of the cemetery, just over the granite wall on the hilltop, are
slate stone markers, some of which were set there well over 125 years ago. There are
epitaphs engraved on many of the stones, some with verses from the Scriptures and
others of a personal nature, all hopeful of life eternal.
Often these old slate stones, which were about three inches thick, broke or
became tilted. The stones were constantly repaired and set upright by the town
whenever the need arose. However, in the early 1900s, the cemetery fell into disrepair
due to lack of interest and neglect by the town. The owners of the lots and the residents
of Douglastown, indignant about the disrespect for the dead, prevailed upon the Board
of Selectmen to place the following article on the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting
of 1907:
Article 24: asked $100 for righting stones and other necessary work in the old
cemetery at the Center.

Consideration of the article read as follows:
Mr. Aldrich said: "that, as many of the stones were the property of individuals,
the Town would have no right to touch them without the consent of the owners
or the heirs."
Wellington Balcome said: "It is a disgrace to the Town for our forefathers to lie
there with stones tipping over."
Walter E. Cook said: "If the stones were owned by the persons under them, I
think the owners wouldn't object to their being righted."
One hundred dollars was allowed for the purpose.

A good sized wall about two and a half feet thick and three to four feet in height
surrounds the old burying ground.
Embedded in the granite tops of the walls are iron rings, appropriately spaced,
for tethering horses during funeral services.
The tomb of the cemetery was dug in the hillside slope, with five granite steps
leading down into it. An iron door opens into the interior, which has an iron floor and
plastered walls. The tops and bottoms of the walls are stencilled and on the farthest
wall there are three circles, each about sixteen inches in diameter, within which are
printed verses from the Scriptures.
On top of the tomb sits a huge cap-stone which is ten feet wide, twelve feet long
and fourteen inches thick, representing 140 cubic feet of granite weighing twelve
tons.
Not one of the quarries in town was able to cut and lift out a cap-stone of this size.
The Blanchard quarry in Uxbridge was the only one in the vicinity equipped for this.
There the slab was cut and hoisted out of the quarry by a huge derrick and onto a
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'opposite the common

"stone-boat," a sled with hardwood runners. The enormous twelve ton cap-stone was
then dragged by twenty-five yoke of oxen to the old cemetery at the Center - a distance of five miles.

The South Douglas Cemetery
Most of the pioneers of South Douglas are buried in this cemetery which dates
back to around 1810. It is located fifty feet or so beyond the site where the Reformed
Methodist Church once stood.
The cemetery has not had the best of care in recent years, the neglect due to the
absence of heirs and lack of money.
The poor condition of the cemetery prompted South Douglas residents to make
an appeal for the improvement and maintenance of the burying ground, which was presented in this news item of 1906:
Persons in South Douglas are trying to form an association with the object
to procure a fund for the permanent care of the cemetery in South Douglas
usually spoken of as the Tasseltop cemetery.
Some years since, when the grounds were in need of attention, money was
raised by private subscription to clean out the brush, straighten walls and
make other improvements.
Now, the grounds need to be renovated again. It is anticipated that the people interested in the cemetery will join in an association to look out for it, and
to raise an endowment which may be used in the future.

The Pine Grove Cemetery
The oldest cemetery in the village of East Douglas, and the least discussed, is the
town-owned Pine Grove Cemetery1, which began in 1836. The cemetery was named
for the beautiful grove of pine trees which stood on the grounds.
Before the Catholic Church acquired land in 1871 for a cemetery, its departed
members were buried in a small section of Pine Grove. Also a "Potter's Field" was set
aside for the dead who went unclaimed, which is probably why there are so many
unmarked graves there.
In 1872, an issue of the Douglas Herald Newspaper printed this criticism of
town officials:
The fence enclosing the cemetery here is in a very dilapidated condition, a fact
which causes considerable indignation. It was supposed that the Selectmen would have given their attention to this matter last year, and placed
the fence in a condition to keep stray cattle from entering the cemetery, which
they have done in several instances, but nothing has yet been done, and the
question is frequently asked, how long is the fence to remain in this condition.

The news article brought results, albeit five years later in 1877, at which time the
old cemetery 'across the river' was improved. Avenues were cleared and other
changes made which beautified the grounds. The owners of the lots were solicited and
contributed to the general expense.
James Smith, who died in 1905, left certain public bequests in his will, one of
which read:

'on Cemetery Street
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To the trustees of the Village pine cemetery, East Douglas, $2000, to be used to
erect and forever maintain a suitable iron fence around the cemetery.

The trustees of the cemetery decided that a fence of wire, an iron product, would
last longer than the old fashioned fence of cast iron. They contracted for 1200 feet of
interlaced wire fence, four-and-a-half feet high, which was built on the four sides of
the cemetery.
Since the trustees did not spend all of the $2000 on the fence itself, the remaining
money was used for the maintenance of the fence in accordance with the terms of Mr.
Smith's bequest.

The Evergreen Cemetery
In 1855 Oliver Hunt and other prominent persons of Douglas purchased land on
West Street in East Douglas for the purpose of creating a new, private cemetery.
The plan of the Evergreen Cemetery1 was laid out in 1857 by Josiah Brown,
engineer. He plotted 292 lots with space for additional lots to be 20 x 24 feet each.
~
The design of the new cemetery shows gravesites carefully and expertly laid out in the many sections formed by the avenues and paths which crossed
between them.
The avenues were named Magnolia, Pine, Fir,
Larch, Linden and Friendship. The paths were named
for flowers: Columbine, Crocus, Pansy, Tulip and
Rose.

--~

Eleven years after the cemetery was plotted, a news item of 1868 nicely described it:
One of the pleasantest walks or drives in this vicinity is in the direction of the
new cemetery, and when this is reached, a walk among the graves of the dead
will amply repay the visitor. A lane about twenty rods long leads from the
highway to the entrance of the yard, set out on either side with young
trees.
No better place could have been selected for a burying-ground. The land is
just undulating enough, and the evergreens sufficiently thick, to make the
spot picturesque and attractive, and the winding walk and driveways are laid
out with skill and judgment. Some of the lots have been quite tastefully
ornamented, and a number of handsome monuments erected, among the
most noticeable of which may be mentioned two, bearing the names "Batchellor" and "Morse," from the marble works of W.H. Sanford, of Webster.
These monuments would be an ornament to any burial-place, and reflect
credit upon Mr. Sanford's establishment.

An organizational meeting, and certain proposed changes in the by-laws of the
cemetery, appeared in this item of 1907:
The three members of the Evergreen cemetery association met in the office of
Charles J. Batcheller's greenhouse at 5 o'clock Saturday afternoon, and distributed offices as follows: President, Edward B. Knapp; secretary, Charles A.
Hunt; treasurer, Charles J. Batcheller.
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When the association was organized in 1856, a rule was made that only
the original stockholders and their. descendants should hold office in the
association and have a right to take part in its business. Another requirement
was that these stockholders and descendants should be residents of Douglas.
At present the only men who answer these requirements are Mr. Hunt, Mr.
Knapp and Mr. Batcheller. Of these Mr. Hunt alone is an original stockholder.
These three have felt for some time that the business of the cemetery
was too much to be shouldered by them, and they have wished to give owners
of Jots a right to participate in the direction of the cemetery. So they voted
Saturday to call a meeting soon to draw up a new set of by-laws, the purpose of
which will be to give membership in the association to the owners of lots.
Mr. Batcheller said today that when the next annual meeting is called an
effort will be made to get the owners of Jots to come forward and participate in
the organization. Under the present by-laws, Mr. Batcheller explained, a mere
owner of lots cannot even say how a fence shall be set up around his
property.

The Catholic Cemetery
On Manchaug Road is the St. Denis Catholic Cemetery, laid out on land purchased by the parish in 1871. Before the church acquired the property, there stood a
large pine grove which was a favorite picnic ground for many years. Before the dedication of the cemetery, departed members of the church were buried in a section of the
town-owned Pine Grove Cemetery.
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Dedications, Observances and Celebrations
Dedications
In matters of town dedications, Douglas set a record of sorts between January,
1904 and January, 1905. The Simon Fairfield Public Library, The Schuster Woolen
Company Mill and the Methodist Church were all dedicated within one year, a record
which resulted in a great deal of town pride.

The Simon Fairfield Public Library
The Worcester Telegram gave this account of the dedication:

RICH GIFT TO DOUGLAS
FAIRFIELD LIBRARY IS DEDICATED BY TOWN
James Marshall Fairfield of Boston donated to the town of Douglas a public
library as a memorial to his father and mother, Simon and Phoebe Churchill
Fairfield, to be known as the Simon Fairfield Memorial Library.1
On this day of January 28, 1904, the library was dedicated in the Second
Congregational Church with simple and dignified exercises fitting to the modest manner of the donor.
The dedication was attended by a representative gathering of townspeople, some from every walk of life, from the newsboy who sells papers and
blacks shoes of the city visitors to the most wealthy and influential in the
township.
No such gift has ever been made to the town. The people would have liked
Mr. Fairfield to be present to hear their appreciation and expressions of
thanks for his generosity.
It was a charming day for the exercises. The sky was bright blue, the
ground was white with crystal snow. The air was cold, crisp and still, but
penetrating, bringing a glow to all faces that were turned upward and toward
the new library building.
The white foreground and the blue sky background were just the sort of
effects necessary to set off the grand new building so that it could best be
appreciated by the eye. The benefits of the interior will be better known as the
inhabitants enjoy its priviliges.
Prior to this rich gift of James Marshall Fairfield, Douglas had an itinerant
library which existed at Douglas Center as early as 1770.
The first library in East Douglas had its birth around 1850 when the
Douglas Agricultural Library was founded, having about 100 volumes, all
strictly agricultural works.
In 1879 the library was moved to the Thayer Block, being then a library of 500 volumes. Next it found a home in the Fire Engine Hall, on

'on Main Street
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again to the Central Block, then to the Long-Schoolhouse building, where it
remained until moved to the new commodious and beautiful library today.
The library will be used by the citizens, irrespective of class, color or creed
so long as it remains intact, which should be for many generations to come.
James Marshall Fairfield was born in South Douglas on a farm overlooking
Wallum Pond, in 1823. At the age of 17, having obtained a District School
education, he left the town and went into the world to make his way.
He located in the City of Lawrence, Mass., where by thrift and industry he
accumulated over the years a comfortable fortune from investments in
real estate.
The Simon Fairfield Public Library is an ornamental structure of brick,
with freestone trimmings. The depth of the building is 38 feet, and frontage 64
feet on Main Street, opposite the Second Congregational Church. Leading to
the front entrance are seven granolithic steps, 16 feet long, and on either side
of the loggia are columns of freestone.
There are six rooms on the main floor, all finished in quartered oak with
floors of hard pine. All of the windows are single plate glass and furnished with
venetian blinds. The librarian's counter and card index cabinets are all arranged for the Browne card system. The heating is from hot air, and the lighting from an independent gas plant.
The library will be in charge of Miss Alice E. Luther. It will be open daily
from 3 to 8:30 p.m., except Saturdays when it will close at 9 o'clock. It is considered that the library now has 5500 active books.

'.
Miss Luther, first Librarian, 1904
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In 1905 the library was wired for electricity, for the system in use was not satisfactory. And in 1907, a new steam heating apparatus was installed.
Among the books of the 1906 season that were admitted was Mark Twain's Eve's
Diary. It was a new edition but the illustrations were the same as the first printing.
Adam and Eve, though they had been taught what is right by a stern and proper New
England township, unblushingly wore the same costumes, or lack of costumes.
In one instance a lover of literature who took Eve's Diary away from the library
did not blush when she handed it to the librarian to have it charged to her name. The
reader was a lover of literature for its own sake and did not bring to the judgment of
books the provincial standards and the pretentious morality operating among readers
in the past which had kept modern books out of the library.

The Simon Fairfield Public Library; standing on Main Street opposite the Second
Congregational Church.
1907: The Telegram told how Mr. Stoddard, a former trustee of the Simon
Fairfield Public Library, restored Owen Wister's "Philosophy 4" to full and
regular standing in the Simon Fairfield Public Library, when somebody had
requested that it be removed from circulation, because it was too vulgar.
Other books have had troubles when they have run foul of esteemed guardians of the public morals of East Douglas.
In 1904, the year the library was dedicated, one of the books added was
George Moore's "Evelyn Innes." There may reasonably be wonder as to why
this brilliantly pagan book was ever chosen.
But when it was once in the library there could never be any doubt as to
what would be done with it should it chance to be found by the zealous
moralists. Things came out as expected. Somebody read the book, was shocked by it, or pretended to be, and rushed to the librarian with a protest, in the
name of all things sacred to New England, against the book being kept another
day where it could corrupt the morals of the community.
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The book was quietly hidden in the librarian's room, along with others in
disgrace. It has been there ever since, and no one has been shameless enough
to speak a good word for it.
But now a horrible situation has come about. For, while "Evelyn Innes" is
barred and its name is decently abhorred by a few who were so unfortunate as
to get a peep into it, James Huneker's stimulating "Overtones," which contains a resume of "Evelyn Innes" and sympathetic comment upon it, is allowed
a place on the shelves in the delivery room, devoted to new books.
You may not read "Evelyn Innes," but you may read what it is like and what
Mr. Huneker, who is not afraid of the truth and not ashamed of art, thinks
about it. You may even take Mr. Huneker's book into your home, where there
is no telling what harm it may do in giving children of all ages the notion that
good literature may exist even though the characters do not talk moral
platitudes.
Some have seen among the "new books" another that has made them a little uneasy. This is no other than Walt Whitman's "Leaves of Grass," a notable
antidote for the New England conscience. It has been in the library all of a
month and not a soul has raised his voice in outrage and objection, though one
person who took it out brought it back the next day.
Maurice Hewlett's "Forest Lovers," has been barred from the circulation
in the East Douglas library at the request of one reader. Another book which
was banned and was reinstated, is "Tangled Flags," also a modern romance.
"This wasn't very bad," said Mr. Stoddard, in a conversation about the
policy of the library, in regard to protecting the community from improper
literature, "but there was a page or two that was a little too, er-well, a little too
warm. Not indecent, you know, but not the sort that children should read.
Personally, I do not believe that such a book would do any real harm, but
we have to be on the safe side, when the morals of the community are at
stake.
It wouldn't harm me, I'm positive, but there was just a chance that some
young mind might have been prematurely soiled, so I had the book kept permanently out of circulation.
But 'Philosophy 4,' that book was wholly a delight, and not only as proper
but as clever as anything I ever read."

This noble gift of James Marshall Fairfield offered wisdom, inspiration and
knowledge, which placed in the hands of the townspeople the best thoughts of the
world's greatest men and women.

The Schuster Woolen Mill
DEDICATION AT EAST DOUGLAS
SCHUSTER MILL, SPIC AND SPAN, OPENED TO
EVERYBODY TO HEAR MUSIC AND JOIN
IN THE BIGGEST DANCE EVER
Special to the Telegram: Douglas, Dec. 20- The Schuster Woolen Co.1 dedicated its new mill at East Douglas tonight, December 20, 1904, assisted by
2000 people from Douglas and surrounding towns who arrived by busses,
barges and sleighs. To accommodate the influx of visitors, stables and hotels
in the Village were taxed to the limit. Most of the visitors came by team for the
night only. Probably 400 teams were stabled for several hours in East Douglas
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'standing; now Guilford Industries, Gilboa Street

Schuster Woolen Company; standing on Gilboa Street
on account of the dedication. Hotel accommodations were not a quarter part
adequate for the demand, but citizens opened their homes for all who wished
sleeping apartments.
The public dedication was brought about by a petition of the W.E. Hayward
& Co.1 woolen mill, which is a sister mill of the building to be known as Schuster Mill, owned by the Schuster Woolen, Co., Incorporated, which in reality is
officered by men interested in the W.E. Hayward Co., which is a partnership
including W.E. Hayward Co., Winfield S. Schuster, Walter E. Schuster and
others.
The mill dedicated tonight is 73 by 418 feet in the main building. The building is of brick, two stories high, with monitor roof for overhead light, extending
the entire length of the mill. It will, when in operation, be what is termed a 16
set mill.
The dedication exercises took place in the weave room, on the second
floor, which is 209 feet long and 75 feet wide. Here, within a month, the
Crompton and Knowles looms will be set up.
At 8 o'clock the dedicatory concert began by the Symphony Orchestra of
Boston, 16 pieces, directed by Franklin P. Barnes, whose selection of numbers
for the concert program was received with applause.
The ball room was decorated with evergreen, flags and red, white and blue
electric lights, about 300 incandescents being used and with the figures 1904
in red incandescent lights over the door at the entrance, it is safely said that
the ball room of tonight was one of the most impressive sights that has ever
been witnessed in Douglas and probably had not been surpassed in Worcester County.
Inasmuch as the party was for everybody, high and low, rich and poor,
experts and 'old timers,' the dance order was made out to suit all, every other
number being a plain dance, with fancies alternating.

'standing, North Street, now empty, site of proposed Hayward Landing Apartments
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During the concert most of the people were furnished with sittings, 200
seats being provided. At the close of the concert these seats, which had been
arranged in a semi-circle facing the orchestra, were pushed back to the walls,
leaving a great ballroom with a bright new hardwood floor, as clean as a
builder's planer could make. While lacking smoothness by waxing, it was an
easy dancing floor and free from dust.
Dance orders and programs were padded out to the participants of the
dedication. The program was a folder, with a half tone cut of the factory, a view
taken from Gilboa hill on the outside cover. On the inside was the concert program and order of dance, 18 in number, with intermission after the ninth
dance. Hundreds of these will probably be kept as souvenirs for many
years.
At intermission 2200 sandwichs were passed around, followed by cake and
60 gallons of ice cream. This was deemed sufficient by the members of the corporation, who did not know until tonight how popular they were. It required an
army of waiters to pass the food about, but it was done with dispatch and
received with great satisfaction by all. After the intermission the other half of
the program, 9 numbers were played, the last one bringing to a close an evening which will long be remembered.
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Beside the main factory, in which the exercises took place tonight, there is
a chain of buildings in the rear, the boiler-house, engine room, storehouse and
others. The mill and these adjoining buildings will be lighted by an independent electric light plant of 600-light capacity.
For fire protection there is a building 12 by 20 feet in which there are steam
pumps capable of forcing 1000 gallons of water per minute with enough force
to throw water over the chimney.
The cloth to be made at the mill will be gents' suitings, known as the best
medium priced gents' suitings to be had in the country, and other goods, the
reputation of which had made it necessary to build this new mill.
Traveling men and manufacturers of mill machinery who have visited the
new plant say that it is the best constructed woolen plant in the country, and
when in operation it will make competition sharp for all makers of woolen
goods.
The new Schuster mill will benefit the town in many ways. It will provide
more employment and add a great deal of strength to the economic base of
Douglas.

The Methodist Episcopal Church
NEW CHURCH DEDICATED
FORMER PASTORS AND MANY FRIENDS ATTEND
DEDICATION OF NEW METHODIST.
CEREMONIES VERY IMPRESSIVE.
The dedication of the Methodist Church Wednesday, January 18, 1905, was an
event that will long be remembered by the Society. When the Central Block
and the Methodist church burned down on March 13, 1904 of last spring, it left
a feeling of sorrow to the citizens of the town, but out of the ruins has been
erected a building so modern and inviting in its appearance and with such conveniences that it is hardly a comparison to the old church.
The new church building is 72 feet long and 34 feet wide. The auditorium is
39 x 34 feet, the pews being arranged in a circular form, the pulpit being near
the Southeast corner. This room will have a seating capacity ofl 75.Joiningthe
auditorium on the South and separated by folding doors is the Sunday School
room. The doors run on switches so arranged that they may be folded out of
sight, making it practically one room. Leading out of the Sunday school room is
the library and a smaller room, out of which a stairway opens to the cellar. The
kitchen will be in the cellar which is entirely cemented.
The carpenter work was done by contractor Byron A. Stockwell and the
electric lights put in under his direction. The outside painting was done by
George Hewett and the inside decorating by Keith and Wright. The building is
heated by a hot air furnace. The entire cost of the building is about $6000.
The large stained glass window at the front of the church was given by the
Sunday School, the one at the side by the Epworth League. The trustees of the
church are Walter E. Carpenter, Dr. Paul F. Ela, Hammond A. Metcalf, C.A.E.
Wallis, Waiter E. White and Charles Gazette.
There was an afternoon service at 2:30 at which the attendance was large,
the auditorium being filled, but at the evening service which was at 7: 15, not
even standing room would be found, many people coming from Whitinsville,
Douglas Center and Manchaug. Delegations were also present from the
Masons, G.A.R., Ancient Order of United Workmen, and the Fire King Engine Company.
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The Methodist Church, built in 1904, arose from the ashes of the former one which
burned down in 1904. To the left of the church is Balcome's Block.
The speakers of the afternoon gave only brief speeches, but each was listened to with great interest.
At the evening session Bishop Daniel A. Goodsell preached a most powerful sermon and elder W.T. Perrin suggested that a vote of thanks be extended
to Rev. Shirley D. Coffin.
About $325 were raised by subscription and collections during the day,
which will be used to provide new chairs for the Sunday school room, a carpet
for the auditorium, etc. The largest single subscription was one of$25 given by
Walter E. Jones in memory of his mother, Mrs. Lavina Jones, who was a very
prominent worker in the church.
~ The church society was organized November 5, 1866 and the church which
was burned, was built in 1872 during the ministry of Daniel Atkins.
Mr. Coffin it is understood is soon to go to Africa, where he will enter the
missionary field. He, however, will leave behind him a lasting token of his
labors in the new church, in a large measure, his untiring efforts made
possible.

The Soldiers' Monuments
GALA DAY IN DOUGLAS
SOLDIERS' MONUMENTS TO BE DEDICATED IN
DOUGLAS CENTER AND EAST DOUGLAS
SATURDAY,SEPTEMBER 19, 1908

48

Dedication of the Civil War Monument at Monument Square, 1908, Main Street,
East Douglas.
Two problems seem to have occupied James Smith in the last decade of his
life. One was how to make sure his soul was saved from the discomforts of a
traditional hell, in which he believed, and the other was how to distribute his
money, about $50,000. It was, perhaps, characteristic of his capacity of adroit
calculation, that he should have sought to solve both by a single expedient.
This expedient, so far as it answered, was none other than the willing of a
part of his money to the churches of this town. We may make a wrong interpretation of his motive. His gifts to the churches may have been prompted
wholly by a wish to aid them. It is, however, the opinion of some who knew him
well that he bequeathed money to the Congregational and Methodist churches of East Douglas in order to better his soul's chances of redemption in
the hereafter.
But, like many another made proud of his attainments or, more rarely his
individuality, he aspired nonetheless to have his name perpetuated in the
community where he was known. To accomplish this, he bequeathed to the
town of Douglas $3000 in trust "to be expended by the town in building and
maintaining a soldiers' monument in memory of the soldiers who left the town
and enlisted in the War of the Rebellion." He requested that this monument be
built "on the common of East Douglas, near the Congregational Church," and
directed that his name appear in conspicuous letters on the monument as the
donor thereof.
James Smith, being of sound mind and memory, as he tells us, made his
will on December 3, 1904. He died on July 20, 1905.
The monument matter did not come up for consideration by the town until
1907, at which time the bequest was accepted. A committee of seven was
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appointed to have charge of the construction of the monument and to choose a
suitable place for it. The committee accepted a design submitted by Love
Bros., of Webster, and gave a contract to that firm on November 27, 1907. The
committee, deciding it was best to disregard Mr. Smith's request concerning
the location of the monument, chose, instead of the Second Congregational
common, the small three sided plot at the junction of Main and North Main
streets, and directly in front of the residence of Dr. George C. Clarke.
In proportion to its inhabitants, the town was represented by more men
than any other town in Worcester County. It also contributed the most money,
on the basis of its valuation, for the same purpose.
On May 7, 1861, the town voted to raise by taxation $4000, for the enlistment and equipment of a company of volunteers, and to provide for the
families of those who enlisted. On the 11th of September of the same year,
$2000 was appropriated for the aid of soldiers' families. On July of the following year the town voted to pay a bounty of $100 to each volunteer who would
enlist for three years, and a month later $50 each was given, in addition, to the
last 11 volunteers.
The bounty for nine month's service was fixed at $100, and in a few days
was raised to $150. July 7, 1864, the selectmen were authorized to pay a bounty
of $125 to each volunteer who should enlist for three years and be credited to
the town, under any call of the President before March 1, 1865. Douglas may
well be proud of its war record.
Two soldiers' monuments will be dedicated in Douglas tomorrow. What is
regarded as the more important one, the gift of the late James Smith, is in East
Douglas. The other, paid for by private subscriptions, with, however, a contribution of $200 from the town as a nucleus, is on the Common at Douglas
Center, where it faces the graveyard in which most of Douglas' Revolutionary
soldiers are buried.
The statue of the monument at the Center is of a color-bearer in the act of
drawing a sabre, representing the "Defense of the Flag." The Center monument was erected as a "Memorial to the Unknown Dead, Soldiers, Sailors, and
Marines of 1776-1812, 1861-1865, and 1898.... "

Dedication of the Soldier's Monument at Douglas Center on the Common in
1908.
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The statue at East Douglas is that of a soldier in the position of a parade
rest. This was erected as "A Memorial to Her Honored Dead and Survivors of
the Civil War."
Douglas furnished 242 men during the continuance of the war from 1861 to
1865. Of these, the casualties were 26 dead, 4 missing, 12 wounded and 4
prisoners of war.
During the Revolution, 75 men from Douglas served the country.
In the Spanish-American War of 1898, 4 Douglas men enlisted.
The double dedication exercises have been arranged that will consume
most of the day. In the forenoon, the exercises at the Center will be at
10:30 A.M. and the East Douglas exercises will commence at 1 o'clock with a
parade, and at 2 o'clock the program begins.
The Grand Army Post and the Sons of Veterans will, naturally, have the
greatest interest in the doings, but the townspeople will have sufficient
interest to make a holiday of the day. There will be parades and plenty of
music and, of course, the ceremonies of unveiling and the speeches. Douglas
will be visited, too, by her neighbors.

Civil War veterans at the dedication of the monument at Douglas Center.
It will probably be everyone's opinion that the monuments are ornaments
as well as worthy memorials of Douglas' warriors. The appearance of the
large, somehwat uneven Common at the Center has been improved remarkedly by the monument.
In East Douglas, the Smith monument has given the lower part of Main
Street a comeliness that was wanting before.
They are, it should be added, the first monuments to be erected in Douglas
for the public.
When the ugly veils are withdrawn, and the monuments come into their
own as attractive, though unpretentious, landmarks of the town, the townspeople will find them things to be enthusiastic about, agreeable for the patriotism and sentiment they will from time to time awaken, and valuable
aesthetic benefits.
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Observances
Memorial - Decoration Day
June 6, 1868. Honor to Union Dead. On Saturday last, a respectable number of
persons assembled at Evergreen Cemetery to honor the memory of our fallen
heros. Deacon Albert Butler acted as master of ceremonies. A prayer was
offered by Rev. Wm. T. Briggs, who also read the list of soldiers from this town
and the casualties and closing with appropriate remarks.
Rev. W. Silverthorn and Deacon Albert Butler followed, after which the
company repaired to the different graves and decorated each with flowers.
Everything passed off satisfactorily and it is hoped that these exercises will be
repeated each year, and the memory of our Union martyrs and their heroic
deeds of valor always kept fresh and green.

June 4, 1886. Memorial day was very fittingly observed here by demonstrations of more than usual interest. At eleven o'clock Samuel Sibley Post
assembled at the hall, and at 1:30 the procession formed on Main Street in
front of Central hall in the following order: Norwich City band, G.A.R., Fire
King Engine Co., school children, clergy and orator of the day, citizens in
carriages.
After marching through the principal streets to the excellent music of the
band, the procession proceeded to the old cemetery across the river where
with solemn ceremonies, the last resting place of the comrade and soldier,
whose life ceased that liberty might exist, was suitably decorated with floral
tributes of affection in honor of their glorious memory.
At the Catholic cemetery, Evergreen cemetery and also at other places
where reposed the heroic dead, the graves were similarly strewn with beautiful flowers, crosses and bouquets. After returning from the cemetery to Central hall the exercises of the day were continued in the following order:
Prayer, by Rev. Wm. T. Briggs; song "Soldiers Requiem," mixed quartet;
poem, Mrs. Herbert Jones; music, Norwich City band, W.D. Balcome, leader;
oration, A.F. Brown, esq; song "O'er graves of loved ones plant beautiful
flowers"; music "America," by Norwich City band; benediction, by Rev.
Jonathan Neal.
The oration of the day by A.F. Brown was an able effort in which the
speaker forcibly portrayed the course for which our soldiers fought and died,
and whose memory on this day had been honored by the beautiful floral
tributes strewn o'er their graves. The oration was not long and tiresome, as is
sometimes the case, but was pregnant with good sense, appropiative and
eloquent.
The poem by Mrs. Jones was finely read and was befitting the occasion.
The singing under the leadership of Wm. Hunt was excellent in every respect.
We have seldom had the pleasure of listening to finer music than that given by
the Norwich City band, under its able leader. It was very favorably spoken of
by all, and gave complete satisfaction. At 7 o'clock a band concert was given in
the open air to a large crowd. During the day the ladies, always to the front in
good works, spared no pains or toil in preparing a collation, fit for the
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Memorial Day, Civil War veterans, 1906, Douglas Center.

epicurean gods, which was served in Banquet hall to the G.A.R. Post and other
participants in the ceremonies of the day.
The exercises of the day concluded with a grand concert of war songs,
commencing at 8 o'clock at Central hall. The large hall was densely packed.
The program, under the direction of Wm. Hunt, consisting of war songs, duets,
solos, quartets, bugle, drum and fife calls, was admirably carried out, and
much enjoyed by the large audience which testified its pleasure by frequent encores.
H.F. Dudley's orchestra furnished instrumental music for the occasion,
Mrs. Lizzie Calden presided at the piano. Thus concluded the ceremonies of
the day, which were of more than the usual interest, and drew many visitors
from our neighboring towns. Samuel Sibley Post, GAR., with the aid of
citizens, and especially the ladies, has once more adorned the graves, eightyfour in number, of departed comrades and soldiers with beautiful flowers in
token of sweet affection in which their honored memory is cherished.
Once more the day set apart by the nation to commemorate the deeds of
valor performed by noble heroes, who sacrificed their life, and who have since
died of wounds and sickness contracted in that great struggle for human
liberty, has been fittingly observed.

DECORATION DAY
TUESDAY,

MAY

20,

1876.

"Brave Boys were they,
Gone at their Country's call."
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May 30, 1907. The chief departure from tradition in Douglas' Memorial day
program was in having exercises at the cemetery at Douglas Center.
This was where the services began. The band, which was imported from
Danielson, Ct., detrained at Douglas Center instead of coming to East Douglas
as in former years. Then it marched by the campground to the town cemetery,
where Samuel Sibley Post, G.A.R., was awaiting it. At the cemetery the
memorial ritual of the Grand Army was read, and Rev. James Elvin offered
prayer. A couple of girls recited pieces and the band played.
The band was then driven down to East Douglas, where a parade was started. Joseph Mills of Samuel Sibley Post, marshall of the day, and a drum major,
went ahead of the band. Behind the band were the veterans riding in a barge,
Lambert B. Simmons camp S. of V.,1 and a half dozen vehicles bearing such
citizens as desired to be a part of the program.
The parade, forming at Fire King Hall2, coursed down Main Street to the
mill of W.E. Hayward & Co., where a flag was run up the staff on the tower, the
band playing "The Star Spangled Banner."
The parade then proceeded to the Evergreen cemetery. At the grave of
James Wilson in this cemetery, Samuel Sibley Post repeated its memorial
ritual.

1906 - Decoration Day at Douglas Center.
A countermarch brought the parade to the Second Congregational church
in East Douglas. The veterans went inside to attend the exercises, while sons
of Veterans marched across the river to Village pine cemetery to have a
memorial service and to fire a salute. They couldn't do just as they had
planned to do there, as the cemetery gate was locked and no one had a key to
unlock it.
The church was partly filled by an audience composed mainly of women
and children. After some singing and reciting, Rev. James Elvin, pastor of the
church, gave his address, "Is Cotton King?"
This address was in part, a reply to a book written shortly before the Civil
War, "Cotton is King." The author of this book contended, Mr. Elvin explained,
that as cotton was the main article of commerce in America, and a product
necessary to every man, woman and child, the north would never enter, for the
sake of ideals and principles, a war that would be destructive of the cotton
region.
Mr. Elvin paid the author a tribute of characterizing him as shrewd and
hard-headed, but he had to deny that the book was a true prophecy. The Civil
War, he maintained, was a triumph of righteous sentiments over this kind of
Yankee-like calculation.
There was music alone for diversion in the afternoon. The band stationed
itself on the common at about 2 o'clock, and played an hour or so.
'Sons of Veterans
•standing; on Cottage Street
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Celebrations
The 4th of July
"Independence Day;' the birthday of our nation, is the most jubilant of days, celebrated
by demonstrations of young and old alike.
July 4th, 1876. Centennial -The celebration was a success: everything
passed off well, and out of the extensive programme, everyone found some
part which they could enjoy. On the evening of the 3rd, there was a general
illumination of public and private buildings, torchlight procession and a band
concert. Many of the residences presented a splendid appearance, particularly that of Mr. Edwin Moore, which was handsomely decorated with lanterns and buntings and brilliantly illuminated.
The torchlight procession in charge of W.H. Moore, made quite a show; in
addition to about a hundred torches there were a number of transparencies,
the work of W.A. Emerson and Otis Hunt, which created considerable merriment. One of them representing the various places of note in Douglas, another, scenes in 1776 and 1876.
At midnight the calithumpians appeared in full force. The morning of the
4th was ushered in with a salute and the ringing of bells. At 8 o'clock the trade
procession and horribles, under command of Wm. H. Moore, Chas. J. Batcheler and Wm. A. Emerson, marshalls, formed at the junction of Main and
Cemetery Streets, in the following order:
Chief Marshalls
Douglas Brass Band, E.F. Darcy, Leader,
W.E. Cooke, Drum Major
Jean Baptiste Society
Joseph Leman, President
Horribles, antiques, etc.,
Austin Packard, Captain
Trade Procession,
Citizens in Carriages
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The procession was the best that Douglas has seen on Independence Day,
for many years. Nearly all the traders were represented, the business of
Mechanic's Block1 was represented on one large wagon and made a good
show: Williams & Hanson, clothiers, made the best appearance in our opinion
of any. C. J. Batcheler, printer, had one of his presses in operation: W.S. Martin, tinman, showed how it is donerHugh Greene, harness maker, represented his business well; W.A. Willis, mason, built quite a chimney in his wagon,
and the butcher and fish dealers helped to swell the procession.
The horribles were the best we ever saw in this town, we will not attempt
to describe them, they want to be seen to be appreciated.
After passing through the principal streets the procession marched to the
common, where there was a fireman's muster, by the "Douglas Fire Department." This was one of the best things in the morning's programme; by the
ingenuity of Henry Hutchins, a most comical affair had been rigged up to
represent an engine, and the muster created an immense amount of fun.
The committee on prizes, Wm. Abbott, A.F. Jones and Fenner Batcheller,
then inspected the horribles and awarded the three prizes of five, three and
two dollars, Larry Dermody taking the first, "Douglas Fire Department" the
second and Miller Hind on the third. The procession was then dismissed. At 11
o-clock the exercises in the Congregational Church were as follows:
Music, Choir
Prayer, Rev., Wm. D. Bridge
Reading of Declaration of Independence,
Rev. Wm. T. Briggs
Music, Band
Historical Address, A.F. Brown
Music, Choir
Oration, Wm. H. Briggs,
Music, Choir
Mr. Edwin Moore, as President of the Day officiated with his usual ease
and dignity. Rev. Mr. Briggs read the Declaration of Independence in a clear
and precise tone. Mr. Brown's historical address was an admirable production, and showed that much time and care had been given to its preparation;
without doubt it is by far the most complete history of Douglas ever written,
and it should be published and in the hands of every inhabitant of the
town.
When we learned that the committee had invited Wm. H. Briggs to be the
orator of the day, we anticipated an able address, and we were not disappointed; on the contrary it was far in advance of what we had expected. Mr. Briggs
held the closest attention of the large audience for about thirty minutes and on
retiring, was loudly applauded.
The music by the choir was good. At 1 o'clock a clam dinner was served in
the orchard in the rear of Hayden's boot and shoe store. The band furnished
music during the dinner. After the dinner President Moore called the assembly together and announced that Mr. W.D. Jones, toastmaster, would
place another feast before them. Several sentiments were announced and responded to by Dea. A. Butler, Mr. A.F. Brown, Rev. W.W. Dow, Rev. W.D.
Bridge, Dr. White, Rev. W.T. Briggs, Mr. W.H. Briggs and the President of
the Day.
After these exercises there was a Union prayer meeting of one hour's
duration, in the Methodist vestry, in conformity with the suggestion of President Grant.

'standing; on Gleason Court, building at rear of Methodist Church
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Fourth of July Parade of Horribles, 1907.
At 5 o'clock there was a tub race on the Wm. Hunt pond,' and at 6:30, a
wheelbarrow, sack, potato and running races on the common, which created
considerable merriment for a large crowd. In the evening there was a fine
exhibition of fireworks. The entire programme passed off well, and it was the
most orderly 4th that we ever remember of seeing. We have yet to learn of a
single row or disturbance of any kind.

Parade of Horribles
WITTY LOCAL HITS MADE
East Douglas, Mass. July 5th, 1907. Main Street was lined with people the
morning of the Fourth, the attraction being the parade of "Horribles" and
many local hits were received with much humor.
The parade started at 6: 15 o'clock, headed by a drum corps and Emil Rinfrette as marshal!. The first was "The Gentlemen's Driving Club," Races
today - Bingville Track, the trotters included "Schuster's Gold Brick,"
"Derham's Joe D.," "Wixteads N.Y. Prize," "Haywards Knee Sprung," and
Burt Aldrich's "Beet All." Each had a jockey and in the rig was a veterinary.
The mottos were as follows: "Protect Your Horse by Uniformed Police," "Who
Has the Best Horse - The Man With the Most Wind," If Your Horse Goes
Lame Use "You Cant Catch Labelle Oil," or "'Derham's Easy Linament," To
Fatten Use "Jenckes Cut Feed," For Speed Use "LaBree's Speed Balls," For
Colic Use "Blue Jay's Spavin Cure."
Douglas Center was represented by a large affair bearing the sign of
"Hotel Shorthorn," with the following inscriptions: "Some Prefer This
Entrance," "Phone Me At 6-2," "This is a No License Town," "Vote For Two
Constables." There was a driver handling six horses, a policeman in costume,
two "Stealthy Steves," clerk, etc.
An automobile ice cart read: "We Want Good Roads For This Ice Cart,"
"License No. 23," "This Machine Was Made by the Douglas Auto Co." The
Adams Express company was represented by a hand cart labelled "Have Your
Beer Come by Adams Express." A fire red automobile, "License 16,361." A rig
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at Cottage Street

contained several young folks representing coons, who attracted attention by
their dancing. It read, "Look At the Coons Everybody," "My Old Kentucky
Home." A hand organ turned by a crank, the organ man carrying a kitten was
among the number; also a hand cart as a baby carriage.
After parading the principal streets the judges, James W. Wixtead, George
Abbott, Edwin P. Heath, John B. Chapdelaine, Walter Parker and Edward N.
Jenck es, stationed themselves on the upper veranda of Hotel Derham to make
their decision on the prizes. The participants at this critical time made their
best showing, several of the trotters were rubbed down, the auto tires were
repaired and the two "Stealthy Steves" created quite a little excitement by
making a raid on "Hotel Shorthorn" and securing 14 bottles, which were
deposited in their team, etc.
Quite a little time was taken by the judges before James W. Wixtead
announced the winners, which were as follows: First prize of $10, to "Hotel
Shorthorn" of Douglas, which was received with much applause; the second
prize of $6 was awarded to the "Gentlemen's Driving Club"; the third prize of
$3 was secured bv the "Schuster Automobile"; the fourth of $2 to the young
colored folks; the fifth, "Ice Cart No. 23," $2; the sixth, "Adams Express," $1;
seventh, "Hand Organ," $1; and the eighth, the "Hand Cart Baby Carriage,"
$1. The winners received their money from Emil Rinfrette.
The young gentlemen from Douglas Center, who captured the first prize,
were Charles Stevens, Frank Copp, Charles Church, Leon Jillson, Walter
Burns, Urban Peters, Paul Manning, Phil Jillson, Edward Buxton, Harry
Dudley, Ralph Dudley, Patman Rawson, Raymond Dudley, Charles Hilton,
Everett Sweet, Harry Peters, Otis Merrithew. A costumer was present from
Boston in the interest of "The Gentlemen's Driving Club."

Old Home Week, Main Street, 1903.
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Old Home Week
EAST DOUGLAS IN GALA ATTIRE
GREAT OCCASION FOR THE LITTLE TOWN
NOTHING LIKE IT BEFORE IN ITS HISTORY
The celebration began yesterday and every train brought visitors and the
Village was gay with decorations of flags and buntings.

East Douglas, Mass; July 28, 1903: The celebration of Old Home Week in East
Douglas, Mass., was auspiciously begun today at 6:00 A.M. when salutes were
fired, bells rung and whistles blown. The celebration will continue throughout
the day and this evening. It is a celebration which far eclipses anything of the
sort ever seen in the little New England town.
Even the flexible memory of the venerable "oldest inhabitant" has not proved equal to the task of recalling the time of when a celebration of such
magnitude was held in the village and even the famous centennial celebration,
which was for years considered to have been the acme of public festivities, has
been forced to take second place.
In this affair the whole village has co-operated to make it a success and that
unity and concord which are not always readily brought about among the
inhabitants of a New England town have reigned supreme in the village.
So interested in the success of the festivities have the inhabitants become
that the thrifty housewives have even gone to the extreme of throwing open
blinds of the cherished "best room" and allowing the light of day to invade its
sacred precincts, than which there can be no surer sign than that the celebration is of unusual importance.
The village is gay with flags and buntings, even the humblest cottage displaying its flag or lantern, and on many of the well kept lawns little flags seem
to be growing from the ground.The decorations on many of the larger residences are elaborate, and in many cases decidedly artistic. The "Stars and
Stripes" forms, of course, the principal element in most of the decorations,
with red, white and blue bunting, flags and Japanese lanterns to complete
the effect.
In the evening, when the lanterns are aglow with lights, the picture was a
most charming one. Some remarkedly fine examples of colonial architecture
are to be found in the town, as well as many houses of the type in vogue in the
1840's. The majority of the dwellings are painted in the characteristic New
England style of pure white, with green shutters. The dwellings are all built of
wood, there being but three or four brick buildings in town.
The decorations on some of the public buildings are decidedly handsome,
those on the Congregational Church, Masonic Hall1 and East Douglas Hotel
being especially good. The front of the church is draped with flags and bunting, the decorations extending well up to the belfry tower. In the centre is a
shield bearing the inscription "Welcome to Our Guests." The other buildings
were tastefully decorated with flags, buntings and lanterns.
The spirit of the day was even entered into by Hong Lee, the Chinese laundryman, and over his tiny shop the Stars and Stripes, and the Harp and Shamrock of Ireland floated side by side.
Yesterday every train brought a large number of visitors, and from all the
surrounding country the people came to town in carriages and wagons of
various sorts and on foot, there being no electric car line in the town.
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'standing; corner of Depot and Cottage Streets

Old Home Week, Masonic Hall, 1903. Formerly Citizen's Hall.

Among the visitors yesterday there were many who were revisiting for the
first time in many years the homes of their youths, and everywhere about the
streets could be seen groups of people, renewing the friendships of early days.
Several distinguished men, who were either born in Douglas or have made it
their homes for a greater or less time were among the guests.
The principal events of the day centered in and about the Congregational
Church on Main Street. On the common in front of the church several tents
had been pitched and here the G.A.R. men made their headquarters and
entertained visiting comrades. An arch decorated with red, white and blue
bunting bearing the inscription "Welcome Home" in raised letters of green
was erected on Main Street in front of the church common.
The crowds began to gather early and at 10 o'clock the parade started,
passing through the principal streets of the village. The German Band of
Webster headed the procession, followed by a company of about a dozen boys
in Colonial uniforms carrying wooden guns.
Next in line came citizens and visitors, with the members of Sibley Post,
G.A.R., in carriages bringing up the rear. An old cannon drawn by two horses
attracted much attention along the line of march. The parade disbanded on the
Common and 1 he members of Sibley Post were drawn up in ranks, while the
Adjutant of the post, Charles H. Whipple, read the role of honor, containing the
names of those comrades who have died since the organization of the command in 1882.
This ceremony was a most impressive one, there being 40 names on the
roll of honor. When this was concluded M.M. Luther, who commanded the
post in the absence of Commander Jesse B. Sweet, made a brief address to the
comrades and then assigned them to the tents. At 12 o'clock mess call was
sounded and the members of the post fell in to draw their rations, each being
provided with a tin plate, cup and spoon.
As each man presented his plate at the mess tent he was given the typical
Army ration of pork and beans and a cup of coffee, which he took to the tent to
eat. It required but little exercise of the imagination for those old veterans to
once more see themselves beside the camp fires of the Civil War.
One of the most interesting events of the day was the reunion at the home
of Mrs Louise H. Pierce of the graduates of the class of 1879, Douglas High
School. There were nine graduates, all living.
The band played popular and patriotic music for an hour, and at 2 o'clock
the exercises in the Congregational Church began. The programme began by
the playing of the "Star Spangled Banner" by the band, followed by a prayer by
Rev. S.D. Coffin, after which Mr. Edwin Moore made a brief address of
welcome and introduced Rev. Charles P. Pierce, pastor of the Congregational
Church, who made the formal address of welcome.
In his address Mr. Pierce spoke of distinguished men, judges, teachers
and physicians, as well as successful business men whom Douglas had given
the world, and he also mentioned the numerous evidences of progress to be
found in the town.
The band played "Home Sweet Home" with much feeling. As the first few
bars of this beautiful song were played a hush fell over the audience and as the
last strains died away there were tears in the eyes of many, both men and
women.
The Civil War record in this little town at that time of but a few over 2000
people, 241 men went to the front.
Gen. A.B.R. Sprague, ex-mayor of Worcester and a distinguished officer in
the Civil War, who was born in East Douglas, then delivered a very interesting
address. Gen. Sprague gave anecdotes of his early years in the town as it was
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40 years ago, and contrasted the conditions then existing to those of today, and
concluded with a brief sketch of his experiences in the Civil War.
The day's programme was brought to a close by an elaborate display of
fireworks, donated to the town by Harry T. Hayward of Franklin. The display
was by far the largest ever seen in the town, and some of the set pieces were
very handsome.

Labor Day
A week from Monday is Labor Day, Sept. 2, 1907, and the people of Douglas
will have the opportunity of enjoying themselves to the fullest extent, as well
as lending aid to a worthy object, that of contributing to the soldiers' monument fund.
The Sons of Veterans will give a clam bake on the ball ground, and those in
charge are working hard to make it a success. Dinner from noon till 2 o'clock.
All day, refreshments of various kinds can be purchased at the different
booths.
The list of sports include greased pole-climbing, running races, hammer
throwing, weight putting, potato race for ladies only, tug of war between teams
from the Hayward and Schuster mills and the Axe Works, greased pig, etc.
In the afternoon a ball game composed of those employed in the two mills
will be played, and as the rivalry is great, excitement is sure to prevail. Ten
dollars a side is the purse up, but all the proceeds will be given to the monument fund.

TUESDAY. AND WEDNESDAY
.TUL'l' ". , ;!8 •• _:!H
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Fourth Part

Constables and the Deputy Sheriff

'

From the 1860s and on, the arrests, trials and morals of Douglas received a great
deal of unfavorable attention, not only from the better class of citizens of the community, but also from the newspapers, both local and out of town.
Drunkenness, burglary, loitering, larceny, assault and battery, violations of the
liquor laws, tramps and disturbing the Sabbath peace were mostly responsible for this
state of affairs.
Almost every day a tramp, and at times several of them, came into town and
loitered on the Main Street where the shops, stores and Post Office were located.
There they occasionally disturbed the passersby and the shoppers, and in general presented a ragged and unsightly appearance.
The constables did their best to rim the tramps out of town, but were unable to
cope with the constant influx. The tramps who were not caught and hustled out by the
law found a night's lodging by breaking into barns, outbuildings and other inviting
places.
Not surprisingly the townsfolk were angered and ashamed at having the neat
and tranquil Main Street soiled by the presence of tramps, hoboes and vagabonds. So it
naturally followed that the folks demanded that Selectmen put an end to the disgraceful condition. The Selectmen expressed their concern, agreed with the people and
their grievances, then proceeded to overlook the whole matter.
In addition to the tramps, the constables were summoned to investigate other
acts of law breaking and attempt to apprehend the culprits. When arrests were made
the constables had to immediately hire a rig and take the arrested persons to Sutton,
Whitinsville or Uxbridge where they were held overnight to await court appearance.
The constant tramp problem, other unlawful acts, and transportation to neighboring towns taxed the time and patiences of the Deputy Sheriff and his constables,
because Douglas had no safe place for immediate confinement.
The citizens, the merchants and in particular the constables, set up an uproar to
correct this intolerable situation by persuading the Selectmen to place an article on the
Town Warrant for the construction of a lock-up. The voters acted upon the article in this
manner:

•••
At the Annual Town Meeting of 1868, the eleventh article, in relation to a lockup in East Douglas was warmly contested, and a lively debate was kept up for
some time between John Abbott, S.W. Heath, C. Emmons, Stillman Russell,
W.E. Jones and others. The vote was finally reached, and by a division of the
house it was decided yea 45 to 41. A motion was made by AF. Brown that the
Selectmen be instructed to furnish said lock-up, which was defeated - 48 to
46. Mr. Brown then moved that the constable be instructed to provide a suitable lock-up, which motion was also defeated.
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The citizens throught that a lock-up would be fine for the town and so voted. However,
their thoughts did not extend far enough to appropriate the money to build one.
This lack of action by the voters angered one of the town's citizens who immediately expressed his feelings in this letter to the Douglas Herald Newspaper:
Mr. Editor: At our town meeting of Tuesday last, one of the principal speakers,
in advocating the necessity of a lock-up in East Douglas, stated that Blackstone and other places, with no newspaper, could and did support one, and
thought it strange that Douglas could support a newspaper, and not a place for
the confinement of persons under arrest.
At a recent town meeting in Blackstone, it was voted to license the sale of
intoxicating liquors, the vote standing 147 to 14, while Douglas decided by a
majority of 36 not to grant licenses. Which of the two institutions does the gentleman prefer - a newspaper and no-license or a lock-up and free rum?

A.J
Lock-up or not, the tramps still came, the laws were still broken and the arrests,
arraignments and trials continued. The following are but a fraction of the incidents
which occurred:

DOUGLAS
Police Court Records
1868
Sept. 26, - Before Justice Heath, Francis Larned was arraigned for larceny of
apples. Fined $5, and costs.

Sept, 28, - Before Justice S.A. Taft, of Uxbridge. A. Morton of Douglas, for
assault and battery, was fined one dollar and costs.

Sept. 29, - Before E.J. Mills, of Sutton. Stephen J. Paine, of Douglas, for
assault and battery, was fined $3 and costs.

Dec. 14th. - Before Justice Heath. Geo. A. Packard, for assault and battery.
Plead guilty; fined $2 and costs.
George A. Packard, common drunkard. Plead guilty; fined costs, and recognize to keep the peace six month. Warrant placed on file.

Dec. 16th. - Leander Andrews, common drunkard. Plead not guilty; fined $5
and costs.
Frank lambert, common drunkard. Plead not guilty; 30 days in the House
of Correction.

Dec. 17th. - Loren Prince, common drunkard. Plead not guilty. Sixty days in
House of Correction.
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The Late 1860s
At a recent term of the Supreme Court, in Worcester, eight divorces were
granted, and three of them were to parties in this town.

A burglary was committed at the house of Mr. Charles L. Goodwin, on Wednesday night. The rascal entered by a window at about 11 o'clock, and going
into the bedroom occupied by Mr. Goodwin, took his clothing from a chairnear
the foot of the bed, and carried it to an adjoining shop and rifled the pockets of a
wallet containing $47.70, and a note of $50, United States licenses, and
other documents.
Mr. G. was disturbed in the night by a noise in the direction of the shop, and
arose to make an investigation, but discovering nothing to excite suspicion he
again retired.
In the morning his clothing was found hanging in the shop window, and the
contents of the pockets gone. Appearances indicate that the burglary was committed by a woman, or some person wearing a No. 4 women's shoes.
i!W i!W.

A warrant was issued against one John Donnelly, from R.I., who was in company with John Carpenter of Sutton, at the East Douglas Hotel. The warrant
was put into the hands of constable Balcome, who proceeded immediately to
arrest Donnelly, who was at the hotel.
Just as the constable put his hand upon Donnelly, Carpenter started his
horse. For a moment the excitement was intense, - a sort of hurdle race, Carpenter, Donnelly, Constable, and horses; in their flight they came very near
running over a lady, who was walking down the street at the time. With the
assistance of Carpenter, Donnelly proved too fleet for the constable, and left in
the direction of R.I. with colors flying.
Moral. "Handle your tools without mittens, a cat in gloves catches no
mice."

A quantity of squashes and corn was missing from George Manahan' s field, on
Monday, supposed to have been stolen the night previous. Wagon tracts indicate which way the property had been carried, and on being followed up led to
the barn of Frederick Wallis, where what was supposed to be a portion of the
corn was found concealed under the hay.
The wagon was also traced to Thomas Flynn's barn. Armed with a
warrant for the arrest of Wallis, who is an old offender, Constable Balcome
repaired to the spot on Monday afternoon, and arrested the said Wallis. He
was taken before Trial Justice Mills, of Sutton, on Tuesday, and pleaded not
guilty. The search of Flynn's premises elicited nothing to lead to his arrest.

The notorious Jack Humphrey and Katherine Maguire, alias "Irish Kate" of
doubtful reputation, entertained the people on Main Street in a manner
calculated to shock all who have any conception of decency. To say the least,
the affair was a disgrace to the village, that can only be wiped out by a summary
arrest and punishment for all who participate in such occurences hereafter.
Why it was not done in this case, we cannot account for.
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These incidents and many others prompted the editor of the Worcester Gazette
to write that the state of society had not improved much in Douglas lately, considering
the number of arrests and trials of the past few months.

The Big Robbery
Among the various incidents connected with the history of the town, none
caused more excitement than the discovery of the daring burglary of the Douglas Axe
Company safe during the early morning hours of May 15, 1869.
The company's heavy iron safe was located in a rear room of the office. The outer
door of the safe was opened easily, but the inside door completely baffled the burglars,
even though they cut off the hinges of the door. They had to abandon their efforts at
that point and turned their attention to the top of the safe, where they drove iron
wedges into the angle formed by the juncture of the front and upper plates of the inside
compartment. They succeeded, and with an iron hook fished out of the drawers
everything of value.
The robbery had to be the work of thoroughly experienced burglars. After
closely examining the matter, an experienced safe manufacturer pronounced the job
skillfully done.
The startling fact was discovered around 7 o'clock on the morning of May 15th
when the clerk opened the door of the office, to find a shocking scene. Scattered about
the floor, in every direction, were jimmies, cold chisels, wedges, hammers, hooks, etc.,
which completed a picture of violence and ruin.
At that time the Douglas Axe Company required $25,000 monthly for the wages
of the men. Fortunately for the Company, the money had been forwarded somewhat
later than usual, no doubt to the great disappointment of the thieves.
Experienced detectives came from Boston, Providence and other points, including the Chief of Police of Boston, to investigate, examine and search for the perpetrators. A detective from Providence took a description of a couple of suspicious looking
persons who had been seen lurking about town earlier in the week.
It was learned that the detectives hired a team and driver from the livery stable,
went to Worcester and stopped at the Bay State House until morning, then boarded the
8 o'clock train for Boston. The Worcester Gazette said the names they wrote on the
hotel register were fictitious.
Several persons, one from New York, were arrested and brought to East Douglas
on suspicion of being implicated in the robbery, but were discharged for lack of
evidence.
Many townspeople lost money, securities and valuables which amounted to
$20,000. The Axe Company's safe was used as a deposit place, being the only safe place
in the Village.
The thieves were never apprehended.

The "Stone Hotel"
In 1876, eight years after the negative vote for a lock-up,1 the voters finally
appropriated funds to erect one, which was a small stone building off Main Street just
before the Whiting Tavern.

68

'no longer standing; was on White Ave., next to New England Telephone switching station

The Deputy Sheriff and his constables now had a secure place to swiftly lodge
persons arrested for violations of the law. This lifted the burden from the constables of
taking the law breakers to an out-of-town place of security.
The lock-up solved the problem of where to confine persons arrested for
burglary, larceny, or disturbing the peace. However, it gained two other problems, the
drunks and the tramps who occupied the lock-up most of the year.
The sight of Deputy Sheriff Edwin P. Heath leading a drunk to the lock-up caused
groups of curious boys to follow the hapless individual to the stone building. Constable
Charles C. LaBree used to round up drunken persons and hustle them off to the lockup, especially on Saturday nights when large groups gathered on the Main Street,
many of whom drank too much.
The tramps, who used to be run out of town before the lock-up was built, instead
received excellent treatment from the town, which showed compassion by giving a
place to rest for the poor individuals. They were given food, water, a cot and blanket, a
decent night's lodging and breakfast.
The lock-up became a stop-over for the tramps who partook of the fine accommodations of the new building. It must have been a popular place because on one night
alone, eleven tramps were lodged there.
Mr. E.H. Leaver, keeper of the lock-up, always kept the inside thoroughly
cleansed and white washed for he was bound to give the poor tramps comfortable
quarters.
This special and generous treatment provided for the tramps drew derision from
the townspeople - who referred to it as the "Stone Hotel."
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Expense of lodging tramps for a year:
TOWN REPORT of 1880
Lock-up Account
Paid for A.F. Jones, wood for lock-up
Paid for George Abbot, crackers
Paid for John Drapo, care of 74 tramps
Paid for William Reed, care of 285 tramps
Misc. expense M.M. Luther, issuing tickets to tramps
Misc. expense, supplies
Tramps lodged and fed at lock-up during the year.
Average cost each, about
Criminals committed during year

4.75
6.23
9.25
36.20
2.00
10.98
359
.16
7

The lock-up was not restricted for men only, for a news item of 1884 reported that
three female tramps received overnight lodging at the "Stone Hotel." And another
item of the same year stated "the poor forlorn tramps never taxed our hospitality twice,
at least under the same name."
One night two tramps, named George Thompson and Edward Crandall,
obviously quite independent and able, broke in two windows of the school
house in the Village, went in and spent the night by the warm coal stove. On
the following morning, around 7 o'clock, the janitor, Frank Snow, found them
in the house when he went to attend his fires. The tramps quickly departed
and headed for the railroad station, while in the meantime Mr. Snow rushed to
get constable Stillman, who pursued and arrested the pair, and then took them
by railroad to Blackstone for arraignment.

Back in 1868 the Worcester Gazette stated that the morals of Douglas had not
improved much. Eighteen years later, in 1886, there seemed to be no change in that
respect, according to these two observations:
There is quite frequent complaint that the morals of our pleasant village are
not what they should be.
Now we much dislike to believe that this is the case although in certain respects it is apparent that there is much room for improvement. Doubtless the
liquor traffic, which to our shame must be acknowledged is in a flourishing
state despite prohibition, is a powerful motor to lower the morals of a
community.
There are also frequent violations of the Sabbath, especially by those who
imbibe too freely at the fountain of misery and their ribald songs and staggering presence frequently mar the peace and quiet of our boasted New England
Sabbath. In other respects, which we will not mention, there certainly is cause
for remonstrance, and yet possibly not more so than other communities.
The whole difficulty as far as we can judge is the laxity with which the laws
are enforced, here, a responsibility that lies with our influential and respected
citizens upon whom rests the stigma, if there be such, of the town's depressed
moral state.
Let some of our citizens who respect virtue and morality arouse themselves and put the law in force, enter complaints which our officers are obliged
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to take notice of, and we shall soon perceive a healthier moral tone in a community which we have so high a regard for as the place in which is situated our
homes and firesides.

It is questionable whether our quiet village deserves the reputation which
some people are determined it shall bear in regard to its moral stamina. Our
inhabitants are human beings, which entails upon them human frailties, but as
far as we have been able to discover, just like other mortals in other
communities.
It is not a lawless town we live in, nor yet a model one. We have good and
bad among us just like other places, no worse or no better. Those who wish to
lower its standing by bringing into prominence the evils that always exist in
every human society, no matter where, and uncharitably withhold the good,
which if at the same time was put into comparison, would in great measure
overshadow and show how few the evils really are, would exert themselves to
blot them out and raise the standard of morality instead of heralding those
weaknesses to the outside world, they would soon find the morals of the town
in a far healthier state.
We have prohibition, good churches, excellent organizations for the elevation of society, and other attributes to make up a respectable and law-abiding
community; and to be forever finding fault and grumbling because there is not
perfection, is a poor way to obtain a better state of things. Better bring to light
what good there is among us, that by its resplendancy it may obscure the evil
that always attaches itself to all human society.

Deputy Sheriff Edwin P. Heath and six constables enforced the law as best they
could considering they were on call to handle the many violations which occurred.
Sheriff Heath had a store in the rear of his house, Stillman Russell ran the drugstore
and constables Charles C. LaBree and Herbert Hughes were employees of the Douglas
Axe Company. The other constables, Willie Manahan, John Howard and Francis J.
Young worked at various locations in the town. The Sheriffs most effective constable
was C.C. LaBree, the only constable in Douglas who wore a blue suit with brass buttons.
Constable LaBree was a large and powerful man who tipped the scales at about
250 pounds.
1900-1908
The big crowd which frequented the East Douglas Hotel Saturday night was
extremely quiet. Only three persons were arrested.

Eugene E. Smith, alias Fred P. Smythe of Douglas, was indicted by the Grand
Jury at Fitchburg Wednesday on the charge of breaking and entering a freight
car on the NY, NH, and Hartford Railroad1 at East Douglas. He was tried the
same day and sentenced to two years at hard labor in the penitentiary.

'no longer standing; was at end of Depot Street
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A law has been put in force here which compels all children under 17 years of
age to be off the Village streets after 9 o'clock every night. The mill and also the
church bells ring at that hour, and the Selectmen have given strict orders to all
of the town officers to see that the law is enforced.

Up to the present nothing has been found out about the robbery and holdup in
the Douglas Woods. James Livinstone, a peddlar, was held up and robbed of
$112 by two masked men. One of the Douglas constables made an investigation and could find no trace of the man or the robbers.

Three slot machines which have been doing a big business this summer in
East Douglas, have disappeared from their positions, per the order of Deputy
Edwin P. Heath.

Some person or persons whose inclination is certainly up-to-date in one way,
that of getting something for nothing, tried the game sometime between sunset Friday night and sunrise Saturday morning and succeeded fairly well.
The People's store, ].W. Irving proprietor, was entered by prying up a window by some thief and the place generally ransacked. Articles consisting of
gent's furnishings, such as collars, ties and mufflers were found to be missing.
The thieves also had an eye for the jewelry case from which gold plated watch
chains, finger rings, and various articles of sterling silverware were extracted.
In all the goods taken valued at a number of dollars and were selected with
great care. It may have been the work of some light fingered gentry, or some of
the numberous hoboes that daily visit our town, but as no clue was left behind
there is little for the officers to work on.

Constable Charles C. LaBree having received a complaint that a woman was
loitering about the pine woods on Manchaug road, above the house of Charles
W. Potter, and drinking ever and anon with male companions, drove to the
place yesterday afternoon and found her. She was alone and reclining on the
pine needles. At the East Douglas lock-up she said her name is Annie Scott,
and that she lives in Lawrence. She is a weaver, and recently had a job for two
weeks in Manchaug, she said. She also said that she has been a widow five
months.
She was heard to reproach herself several times with being too good hearted. She is of slight build and wore a calico shirtwaist and a skirt of cheap
woolen. Beside her on the bench at the lock-up was a small satchel of red
leather. "I have been drinking a good deal this week," she said. "If it were not
for drink, I should not be here now." She will have to stay in the lock-up until
tomorrow, when she will be taken to the District Court at Blackstone.
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Edmund Burke, who was released from the house of correction at Worcester
Saturday morning of last week, spent the evening of the same day in the lockup here, having been arrested for drunkenness by officer LaBree. Sunday
morning when he was released from his cell to go into the open room of the
lock-up for breakfast, he managed to obtain a knife that had been taken from
him the night before, and before keeper Herendeen could interfere, had
plunged it into the body near the heart. A physician was summoned and found
the wound not dangerous, so after dressing it, Burke was taken to Blackstone
where he was sentenced to three months in jail.

aw aw aw
Francisco Bowen undertaker told Constable C.C. LaBree today of the practices of a gang of hoodlums that loafs about the green in front of the Axe Company's Office, Sunday nights. He asked Mr. LaBree to put a damper on their
growing spirit of rowdiness. Most of them, Mr. Bowen says, are from twelve to
fifteen years old. They pick out a couple among themselves and set them fighting just for the pleasure of the thing.
They have sharp, barefisted encounters. When all are weary of the fighting
they gather along the streets and wrangle and talk profanely. Many persons
going to and from the Methodist church, across the street from the green,
have been no little annoyed by the talk and actions of the gang.

This lock-up expense for the tramps showed little difference from the one of 1880:
TOWN REPORT OF 1900
Lock-up Account
Paid for lock and keys
" Whitewashing and cleaning
" A.C. Taylor, painting
" T, Wixtead, salary
" W.L. Church, 6 ft. wood
" Root and Wixtead, lock-up supplies
" Joseph Bowen, filing saws
Number of tramps for year

.50
3.25
2.00
20.00
3.00
17.32
.75
305

At the end of this forty year span, 1868-1908, the moral climate of Douglas remained
about the same. The following police items occurred from 1901 to 1908:
Officers from this place drove over to South Sutton Tuesday evening and
arrested Mr. John Place and Mrs. Mary Adams. They were brought here and
occupied quarters in the Stone Hotel overnight and Wednesday were take to
Worcester and given a hearing in Central District Court.
The evidence was sufficient to hold them for the Grand Jury and the couple went to jail to await the sitting of that body. Interested parties suspected
that the couple were enjoying too intimate relations and were on the watch to
secure evidence that would prove their suspicions correct and now believe
they have sufficient grounds on which to convict them.
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The people of Douglas who live on upper Main Street had their sleep disturbed at 1 o'clock yesterday morning by two men who were driving a team
belonging to a Whitinsville liveryman.
The men were shouting and swearing and finally landed in the driveway at
the home of Edwin Moore. Edwin P. Heath, deputy sheriff, who lives in the
next house, was awakened by the shouts and twice ordered the men to leave.
The visitors, who appeared to be badly fuddled, thought they were at a livery
stable and were determined to put up their team.
Mr. Heath set out to arrest one of the men, but he escaped and ran up the
street. His companion went in the opposite direction and was seen no more.
The man who was running up the street was followed closely by the officer and
the chase was exciting. The night was dark and there was not a ray from a
street lamp in the vicinity. Near Herbert's Studio' there is a large mulberry
tree and the runaway went into its trunk at full speed. The accident stunned
him and he fell and rolled off the sidewalk into a field six feet below. Mr. Heath
also fell off the embankment and injured a shoulder. By this time Mr. Moore
had arrived with a lantern and the stranger was returned to the sidewalk and
arrested for disturbing the peace.

What appears to have been an attempt to rob the East Douglas station of the
New York, New Haven and Hartford railroad at 1.30 o'clock this morning was
found out today.
It was told tonight by night telegraph operator JohnJ. Murphy. He says "At
1.30 this morning while I was sitting in the office a man came up on the outside
and rapped on the window pane. When I asked him what he wanted he asked
for a drink of water." I told him my orders were to admit no one during the
night, about whose identity I was not sure. He then said he wanted a bill
changed. I told him we kept no money here. The man then said: "You must
have the money you took selling excursion tickets the other day." I told him we
kept no money overnight. After that he said "I am coming in anyway," and set
about to carry out his purpose. He rattled the doors and windows and found
them all tight.
Then he went away for a time. A few minutes later he came back with a
woman. "The woman began a conversation with me. In the meantime the man
went around to the rear and climbed up to one of the toilet room windows,
about 12 feet from the ground, and tried to open it. I heard him, drew my
revolver, and went through the station into the toilet room. I told him to get
down and fired one shot in his direction. A moment later the woman fired
three shots at the toilet, luckily none of which hit me. In the morning I reported the incident to Deputy Sheriff E.P. Heath."

Mr. Stockwell missed some of his tools Saturday night and finding a window
open easily guessed how the thief or thieves had gotten in. While he left someone to guard the place he went in search of an officer. He found that the Deputy
Sheriff and all the constables had gone to Woonsocket, R.I., to see the East
Douglas baseball team slaughtered, and he returned to his home.
At 6:30 two men came to his shop, presumably to depart with a lot of Mr.
Stockwell's tools. It so happened that Mr. Stockwell returned to his shop, at
about the same time, and went in so as to bag the intruders. One of the men
made good his escape. The other ran into a clump of alders. Mr. Stockwell
quickly ran down Main Street and summoned a crowd of 50, made up largely
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'no longer standing; was east of Schuster garages, Main Street

of boys. These ran to the shop and a search was begun for the man who was
seen to run into the bushes.
Every square inch of grass in the neighborhood was covered, and it was
nearly half an hour before the man was found by John Stockwell, lying flat on
his face with the tall grass covering him like a mantle. Mr. Stockwell pulled a
revolver and the man surrendered. Later he was marched through Main
Street by Mr. Stockwell, who, with revolver in one hand and the other firmly
grasping the prisoner, and with 50 boys and men following, landed the man in
the lock-up at 7.30 o'clock.

During the month of October, 1902, the number of hens in town was considerably
reduced by hen thieves. The reason for this great demand, in just one month, was not
readily known. Accounts follow:
On Thursday night Mr. John Dudley had 20 hens stolen from his henroost.
The thieves cut their heads off and picked them before they left the premises.
That's the coolest thing we heard of yet. Last week Mr. George Manahan lost
about 30 hens. Levi Darling and Asa Fitts have also lost about 20 hens each the
past week.

Twenty hens were missing from the coop of Hammond C. Metcalf and 20 more
from that of Jedediah B. Howard at rollcall, yesterday morning. As nothing
could be found to show that the two bands of fowls had left their abodes of their
own free will, it is supposed that they were carried away by hen thieves.

ilW ilW ilW

Mrs. Minnie Cloutier, a widow, who lives at Gilboa four-corners, sent a boy
running to Constable Charles C. LaBree at 2.30 o'clock this afternoon, to tell
him that two hunters who had walked by the house, had shot at a batch of her
hens in the road.
One of the hens was hit and killed and several others had their dignity
ruffled by being made targets for erring rifle aim. She wanted Mr. LaBree to
go on the trail of the hunters, and to jail them if he could get his hands on them.
Mr. LaBree had no sooner heard the message than he hurried to the livery stable of D. Barbour and hired a rig.
Setting in pursuit along the Whitinsville road, near Gilboa, he overtook
two hunters riding in a buggy with a driver. He ordered the hunters to get out
and took them in his rig and drove back with them to Mrs. Cloutier' s, where he
sought to settle differences by inducing Mrs. Cloutier to take money for the
value of her dead hen. "No," she remonstrated, "I don't want their money. I
want them locked up, so that they may learn they have no right to go about
shooting everybody's hens. Lock them."
This part of the colloquy was in French, which Mr. LaBree speaks, but
which the two hunters did not understand. Then they argued with her in
English, and she retorted in French, and they didn't make much headway in
their negotiations. Minnie's wrath eventually cooled, and she accepted $1
dollar for the dead hen.
Total losses for the month - 130 hens stolen and one shot.
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A party of boys made an attack on Jim Lee, a Chinese laundryman, and his son,
in their laundry in the basement of Mercier's block1 on Main Street, below
Thayer's Hall block, during the demonstration attending the inauguration of
the Fourth, early this morning.
In the mixup which followed, Lee's son was badly bruised about the head,
and a fellow named Foster in the attacking party, received a knife wound in the
hand. The trouble was started about 2 o'clock, when a young man stood in
front of the laundry and discharged the balls of a Roman candle into the laundry through the door. Lee went after the invaders with a revolver, and his son
was armed with a knife.
C.C. LaBree, one of the special officers appointed for the Fourth soon
arrived and tried to help Lee rout the invaders, but he, too, was attacked by the
Chinamen and was forced to join the invading party in self-defense. La Bree
ultimately succeeded in getting the weapons away from the Chinamen, and
then drove away the attacking party.
The culprits, Frank Gazette, William S. Reynolds and Joseph Foster of
East Douglas, were arrested. The next day they appeared before the District
Court at Blackstone where they were fined on the charge of assault and battery. Edwin P. Heath, Deputy Sheriff, told a Telegram reporter, after the trial
this afternoon, that others were implicated in the disturbance at the laundry
and would be apprehended if evidence could be secured against them. He
added that he was determined to eradicate the hoodlum element in East
Douglas, which appears to Mr. Heath to be trying to run the town.

Julia Mojkut. who lives in the three story tenement house on lower Main
Street, known as the Old Whiting Tavern, 2 has asked Constable Charles C.
LaBree to help her find Joseph Wunkiewicz, who she says was her lover, and
deserted her, and stole $60 of her money beside.
Julia is anxious that Wunkiewicz be found. She gave Constable LaBree a
photograph of Wunkiewicz on a post card, and she said she wanted it put in the
papers, in order that all the officers might be on the lookout for him.
The photograph is of a light-complexioned man of 25 or 30 years, of
medium height and build. He has fat cheeks, and above his forehead rises a
crest of fair hair. His sack coat is tightly buttoned, and there is a cigaret in his
left hand. Constable LaBree says that Wunkiewicz was living in East Douglas
up to a few weeks ago.
One place where he lived was the same old tavern where Julia lives. He
occupied a number of rooms in the basement, and while there, was arrested on
the charge of illegally selling liquor. He was found guilty in District Court, and
paid a fine of $50. That was in November. Constable LaBree says that he will
make every effort to locate Wunkiewicz.

The Deputy Sheriff and his Constables satisfactorily performed their duties protecting persons and property of the comm unity. This they accomplished under difficult
circumstances for they were "on call" to apprehend violators of the law and to keep the
Main Street clear of drunks and tramps. The citizens of Douglas were indebted to
Deputy Sheriff Edwin P. Heath and his Constables for their constant efforts to enforce
the law and to keep the peace.

no longer standing; now XtraMart
standing; corner of Northeast Main and White Avenue
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2
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Fifth Part

The Fire King Engine Company
From the Douglas Herald Newspapers of 1868:
Fire. - On Saturday afternoon the agent of the Axe Co. (Mr. Moore), discovered that the chimney of the stone mill, in rear of the office, was on fire and
had communicated to the roof of the building. He immediately hastened to the
spot, and with the assistance of the shop hands, succeeded in extinguishing it
without a general alarm. The patent fire extinguisher was brought in-to use,
and did good service. The damage to the building was light.

Almost afire. - The dwelling house of Miss Rebecca Legg, on East Main St.,
caught fire on the roof by sparks from the chimney on Wednesday, and was
extinguished by the valiant members of the fire department after burning a
hole about as large as a piece of board.

Fire. - A fire broke out in the Albee house, on Albee street, in this town, on
Thursday afternoon, but was extinguished by the laborious use of water pails
after burning a large hole through the roof. The building was owned by Moses
Farris, whose loss is estimated at about $50. More serious consequences
would have been inevitable had not assistance been rendered by Mr. A.F.
Brown and a posse of carpenters who were at work on the former's premises.
We trust that our citizens will not have to learn by sad experience that a fire
engine is needed in this town.

Twelve years passed before the citizens and officials did indeed learn that
Douglas was in need of a fire engine, and so, in 1880, purchased a fire fighting apparatus
known as a "hand tub." This piece of equipment proved to be cumbersome and
required about 20 men, or several horses, to pull it to the scene of a fire. In the rear of
the hand tub was a two wheel attachment which carried the hose and was known as a
"hose reel." At a fire at least twelve men manned the brakes, which were two strong
wooden rods, one on each side of the engine, and with an up and down motion by the
men pumped water from the nearest pond, river or well and onto the fire.
The proud firemen did not at all approve of the name "Hand Tub" for their first
fire engine, and promptly changed it to that of "Fire King,"'
The Fire King had no sooner arrived in Douglas on June 25, 1880, when in less
than two weeks, on July 7, 1880, it was put to a severe test, as described by the Woonsocket Patriot Newspaper:

'Fire station stands on Cottage St.; Fire King is in the Henry Ford Museum, Dearborn, Michigan
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LARGE FIRE IN EAST DOUGLAS
By far the greatest fire that ever occurred in Douglas took place on Wednesday
evening, July 7, 1880, at 9 o'clock, when the shoddy mill of Lee & Murdock1 was
running. The fire commenced in the mill where the carding was done. The
building was of wood, and about 30 feet square, and two stories high. The force
pump was started and people ran up the main street crying fire. The new fire
engine, with 500 feet of new hose, was promptly on the spot.
The whole of the building was destroyed. The fire spread to the new brick
fire-proof shoddy building, one story high, which was soon consumed. It then
levelled the new engine house, two stories high, and built of brick. The flames
before 10 o'clock had commenced on the large frame factory building, 100 x 40
feet, and four stories high. This fine building, between 10 and 11 o'clock,
gradually succumbed to the fiery element, and went down with a large stock of
rags, etc. The flames spread and swallowed up one tenement house nearby,
used by two families.
The new engine called the "Fire King," with 500 feet of new hose, under
the direction of A.F. Jones, chief engineer, did good service in protecting the
houses nearby ..
Our farmers have complained some the last few months because our town
has bought a new engine and hose; but it seems as though this gigantic fire,
which inside of two hours changed $75,000 worth to ashes, will arouse our people to still better preparations for fires hereafter. A fire steamer might have
saved this large factory building, worth $50,000.

The Fire King Engine Company - 1900
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'was on the site of the Hayward Mill, North Street

This first attempt by the Fire King to extinguish a blaze was very unsuccessful, to
say the least. Despite its presence at the fire, flames destroyed a total of five build lings.
The firemen quickly learned that their fire king was all right in putting out a small fire,
but not powerful enough to check a large one. They also found that the effectiveness of
the Fire King was limited to the village and of no use whatsoever for buildings further
out, or for farms in the outlying districts. So, Fire King or not, these people outside of
the village still had to rely on a steady stream of water pails, the reason why farm
houses and barns were lost.
The Fire House was built in 1882, with an upper floor which was called the "Fire
Hall" where meetings and small events took place. The firemen organized and named
their force the "Fire King Engine Company." On the front of the building a half-circle
wooden plaque has on it the motto "Veni, Vidi, Vici."'
The Fire King Engine Company started with twelve or so members in 1882, then
increased to thirty-eight by 1886 and to about fifty in 1905. These members were paid
$8.00 each per year of service. Once a practical joker paid them off in pennies, and for
some time after the members were paid in gold coin.

Items of the 1880s
The following officers of Fire King Engine Co. have been chosen for the ensuing year; Foreman E.P. Heath; 1st assistant, George Cummings; 2nd assistant, Edward Murphy; Sec'y, Fred. E. Marsh; Trustees, H.N. Logee, Arthur
Sutton, John Hughes. The company now numbers 38 members and is in a first
rate condition.

A highly successful exhibition of Warren's Chemical Fire Extinguisher Compound was given on the vacant Jot near Lovett Pond2 Monday. It was witnessed by a goodly number of our citizens with the utmost satisfaction. H.S.
Taft of Providence was the exhibitor.

aw aw aw
Fire King Company will participate in the muster at Webster, Friday. A trial
was held Saturday evening. The Douglas company has won many prizes and
hopes to land one this time. The engine has been painted and put in excellent condition.

A few years after the fire house was built, the firemen began their social activities
with a dance held in Firemen's Hall, music furnished by Balcome's orchestra of
Douglas. Shortly after this a "Firemen's Ball" was held which was an immediate success and thereafter it became one of the highlights of each social season.

'still may be seen on fire station, Cottage Street
•at Cook Street
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The Firemen's Ball last week Thursday evening, April 14, 1889, in Central
Hall, was a highly successful affair, and was largely attended. Music was furnished by the Social Orchestra of Whitinsville, which gave an excellent concert from 8 to 9 o'clock. The Grand March, led by Mr. and Mrs. Francis F.
Young, numbered about 60 couples. Supper was served about 12 o'clock. The
best of order prevailed and the occasion was greatly enjoyed.

Fortunately for the town most of the fires were minor ones, though some very
serious. Upon discovering a blaze the individual would run through the streets shouting "Fire!" On one occasion, W.H. Condon, proprietor of the East Douglas Hotel, used a
megaphone to warn the people. Whenever the bells of the Methodist and Congregational churches rang, and the whistles of the Hayward-Schuster mill and the Axe
Company sounded, a general fire alarm was in effect. Crowds of people, hundreds in
number, would then flock to the scene of the fire and lined the streets to watch the progress of the blaze.
THE BIG FIRE

March 13, 1904
FIRE THREATENS TO BURN UP
THE OLD TOWN OF DOUGLAS
CENTRAL AND MECHANICS BLOCKS
AND METHODIST CHURCH IN RUIN
ROOFS ON DWELLINGS BLAZE AND MANY
FAMILIES HURRY TO SAFETY
Hayward & Schuster Department Does Much

to Fight Conflagration
Special to the Telegram: FIRE! FIRE! shouted Oliver Jones as he rushed along
Main Street alarming the residents of the flames which had engulfed the Central Block.1 In the meantime the night watchman of the W.E. Hayward and
W.S. Schuster Woolen Co. saw the blaze and sounded the steam whistle on the
mill. The whistle blast and the bells of the Methodist and Second Congregational Churches awoke the whole town, calling not only the town fire
department, but those who serve as emergency firemen at the Hayward and
Schuster mill, and also those at the Lovett Shop2 of the American Axe and Tool
Co. But everybody in the town soon turned out.
All three fire companies promptly responded. The American Axe and Tool
Co. had two lines of hose laid from its steam pump. The fire king hand engine
got out its apparatus quickly and it was sent to the bridge over the Mumford
river, just opposite the Lovett Shop. One line of hose was laid for this machine
and about 140 men manned the brakes and pumped until they had pumped out
before they quit.
But the salvation of the town depended upon two lines of hose 1000 feet
long, laid from the mill of Hayward and Schuster Co. A Knowles force pump
sent 750 gallons of water a minute through those two lines, with such force
that they ripped the- clapboards from the buildings.
The fire had made such headway that nothing could be done to save the
building. The fire when it broke through the building sounded like an explo-

sion. The sides of the block fell in about 40 minutes after the fire was
discovered.
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'was at site of present Town Hall
•standing; on Cook Street

MAIN STREET, 1897 Right to left: The Central
Block, burned down in 1904.
Present town hall stands on
the site. The Methodist
Church, also burned down
in 1904. Present church is on
the site. Balcome Block,
still standing.

Fire ruins of the Central Block, 1904.
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Ruins of the big fire of October 17, 1906 at the Howe Works of the Axe Company in the Lower Village.
Gone; now the site of the Sanitation Dept. 1906 photograph.

Another view of the Howe Works fire of 1906.1906 Photograph.

Shortly after the flames had reached the upper stories of Central Block the
roof of the Methodist Church caught fire, working its way under the spire, and
before the roof caved in, the steeple toppled over onto the road. With the steeple
came the great bell which had been used to call the people to worship for years.
It was cast at Sheffield, England in 1869. The bell was badly cracked by
the fall.
When it was found impossible to save the church, efforts were made to
save Mechanic's Block1 which was in the rear of the church. The block had
caught fire and after half of it was destroyed the fire was under control, saving
the other half of the building.
_
Heat from the fire was great. Across the Main street from Central Block,
great elm trees in front of the Axe Company's office were badly burned, and
two flagpoles were burned halfway off from the ground to their tops, 60 feet
from the ground.
Everyone had worked, rich and poor, side by side, most of them wet
through, with clothes torn and faces blackened and bruised. The ladies were
on hand with coffee and refreshments and occasionally something stronger
was indulged in but the occasion seemed to justify the indulgence as no
one objected.
The office of the New England Telegraphy Co. was also destroyed, the station being in the burned Central Block building. A large force of men were
immediately sent from Worcester in answer to telegrams and soon had a gang
of men at work who set up a new station and put it in working order at the
drugstore of G. Stoddard. A new automatic exchange, the first in the state, had
just been finished and had been working only 4 days.
By this system no central operator was necessary, calls being made and
connections obtained by an automatic system controlled by pressing on a button by the party calling. This exchange was being carefully tried and its destruction must have caused considerable expense to the company.
By dark that night all the 21 subscribers of the Telephone Co. were in communication with the outside world.
And so the fire that threatened to burn up the town of Douglas, entirely
wiped off the earth the 4 story Central Block and the Methodist church.
Mechanic's Block was half destroyed and many other buildings had close
calls. It was the worst fire the town ever had.
The origin of the fire was a matter of speculation, but believed to be incendiary. Deputy Sheriff Edwin P. Heath went to work on the case immediately.
He invited the assistance of Robert E. Molt of the district police, Deputy
Fire Marshall.
Central Block was the tallest building in town and had a frontage of 60 feet
and was 100 feet in depth. The ground floor on the right side was occupied by
C. J. Batcheller as a printing and publishing establishment.
The store on the left side was occupied by J.W. Irving who kept a general
store called the "People's Store." It was in this part of the building that the fire
was discovered.
The Central Hall, which had a seating capacity of about 600 was on the
second floor. The floor of this Hall had always been considered the best in this
vicinity for dances. The Swedish Congregational Church occupied the third
floor as did several offices. Above there was a large Banquet Hall able to seat
200 people.
In one short hour the Methodist Church, which had been standing for 32
years, and the Central Block the social center of the community, were in
ruins.

'standing; rear of Methodist Church
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•••
Items and comments, 1904 to 1908
An alarm of fire was rung at 7:15 o'clock Wednesday evening calling the
firemen to a blaze at the old Hannat house just over the railroad track on the
Martin Road. The fire, which was on the roof of the building, was discovered
by Charles Stearns, who drove to the village and gave the alarm. After some
work the fire was extinguished, damaging the roof.

Douglas was well represented at the Oxford Fair Thursday and Friday. Friday
the Fire King Engine Company went in a body to compete in the old fashioned
fire tub contest which took place in the afternoon. The boys did not prove
to be winners.

• ••
1906: Douglas has had more than the average allotment of fires for some time
past, some of them bringing particularly sad results. Not only do the direct
owners but every real estate owner in town feels the effect of them.
There are many outlying farms in Douglas at the present time that have no
fire insurance protection for the reason that no insurance company will take
them and as the underwriters are continually growing more strict, the time
will come and may not be far off when it will be impossible for an agent to take a
risk on buildings of even good condition, unless they be in the immediate
vicinity of the village.
Great care should be taken regarding fires, expecially by those who live
where it is impossible to obtain help when needed. The fire underwriters consider that Douglas has no fire protection and rate it accordingly. Something
should be done to better the conditions, and it seems to be the general opinion
that a chemical extinguisher should be purchased.

Fire King Engine Company had its Third Annual Turkey Supper in Hotel
Derham Wednesday night, Jan. 19, 1906. Foreman J.B. Howard was toastmaster, and these guests replied to toasts: Selectman Winfield S. Schuster and
Edward N. Jenckes, Harry L. Albee, Arthur F. Jones, Fred A. Place, and Herbert N. Logee, fire engineers; Deputy Sheriff Edwin P. Heath and Francis F.
Young, former foremen. Each strongly voiced the sentiment that the town
should have a system of water works, and spoke of the present inefficiency of
the hand tub. Many members of the company joined in story telling and a vote
of thanks was given to Joseph T. Derham.
ilW.

ilW

The hay barn, containing 40 tons of hay, on the 20 acre Thayer lot, in Gilboa,
belonging to the estate of Andrew J. Thayer, was burned this morning. It is
believed that the cause of the fire was the dropping onto the hay of a match or
cigaret by boys who, eluding the taker of the school census and the scrutiny of
the truant officer, had resorted to the building to pass away their time at
ease.
A milkman passing on Gilboa street, about 300 feet of the barn, saw the fire,
and hurrying toward East Douglas, had the fire whistle at W.E. Hayward &
Co.'s mill blown, at 9 :35. The hand tub belonging to Fire King engine company
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was attached to a lumber wagon and hauled to the fire by horses of Henry Jarvis, and the fire was put out, but not until the barn and contents were ruined.
The barn was built in 1899 of lumber taken from the Sprague estate and it was
40 x 30 feet.

LOWER VILLAGE AX SHOPS

At East Douglas, Almost Wiped Out
By Fire Wednesday Night, October 17, 1906
The fire broke out at 10 o'clock in the boiler house, which, with the tempering
and grinding plant and coke sheds are a total loss. The fire was discovered by
watchman George Roberts, who at once sounded the alarm, and the Fire King
engine company and the fire force of the W.E. Hayward woolen mills got
to work.
There are six hydrants in the Ax company's yard that were supplied by a
water wheel located in the boiler house, but when that fell the hydrants were
of no use. The Hayward mill hose of 600 feet had to be supplemented by hose
from the Fire King. In a half hour after the fire began the water main of the
Hayward mills burst, and of course stopped that source of water supply.
The Fire King hand engine with 40 men was the only appliance, but with a
suction hose in a pond, was the only reliance, and by relaying men on the
brakes they succeeded in checking the fire and saving the stone finishing
shop. Of the working plant everything else was destroyed.
During the fire great showers of cinders fell all over the lower village and
kept the people busy in preventing the spread of the fire. The selectmen
telephoned to the light company at Uxbridge to continue the street light
current till 2.30 o'clock to assist in getting about town.
Of the 150 men employed by the company, all but 30 in the finishing
department will be thrown out of employment till the plant is rebuilt, which of
course it will be, and these 30 men will have to quit before long for want of
material on which to work.
The fire is a calamity that emphasizes the need of a water system for the
town. The firemen did almost superhuman work, but the system is antiquated
and out of date. If there is to be no water system, then a steam fire engine
should be procured. Steam does not weary; and it is cruel to require of men
such severe continuous work as the Fire King boys endured during two
hours.

1908
The firemen and other residents were kept busy Sunday fighting fire which
broke out in the woods all around Douglas. The largest was the Douglas woods
where about 1000 acres were burned over. At Gilboa was another fire and also
on the west side of the old road to Uxbridge.

The rear side of the two-story house on Gilboa street, owned by Mrs. Mary A.
Thayer and occupied by the family of Patrick Hanlon, was burned by fire that
started late this afternoon around the chimney of the house. Mrs. Hanlon told
her son Edward, who was just starting back to work in the Mill of W.L.
Hayward, to run to the works of the American Ax and Tool Co., 600 feet distant,
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and give the alarm, while she began getting out the furniture. The whistle at
the Axe Works was blown 5 times at 12.30 o'clock. Soon the Schuster whistle at
Gilboa and the Hayward whistle in the village were blowing along with the
ringing of the church bells and the abandoned Lovett Mill of the Ax Co.

•••
The old Fire King, which everyone seems to ridicule lately, should receive a
dose of oil at least every spring, as after a winter's rest it is liable to be stiff in
the joints when it is called on. Friday it got as far as the Lower Village after considerable of an effort.

Twenty-eight years before, in 1880, the citizens of Douglas boasted of their new
"Hand Tub," the finest fire fighting apparatus available. They proudly called it the
"Fire King" and then the "Fire King Engine." But as each decade passed and the
inability of the apparatus to stop a fire increased, the reference to the fire fighting unit
was not exactly kind, as the above item observes. Sadly though, the new "Hand Tub" of
the 1880s was reduced in name to the "Fire Tub" and lastly to the "Old Hand Tub."
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Sixth Part

Social Activities and Entertainment
During the forty years or so that followed the Civil War, Douglas earned a record
as a great musical and social center. Her musical societies, bands and literary clubs
were a popular attraction. In addition, travelling troupes gave her much prominence in
music, drama and entertainment. Her concerts, cantatas, socials and various stage
offerings were events in this section of Worcester County.
This social character of Douglas induced these many clubs and organizations to provide numerous affairs, some of which were lectures, tableaux, concerts,
plays, bazaars, dances, masquerades and discussions.
The 1860s and 1870s
Lectures: The East Douglas Methodist Society has completed arrangements
for a course of six lectures, to commence about the 15th of November, 1868.
Able lecturers have been engaged, and it is the intention of the committee to
make the course interesting and instructive. Should it prove a success, another course of six lectures will immediately follow. Tickets for the course
are only one dollar, to be obtained at the principal stores in the village. All
should supply themselves as soon as possible. Single tickets 25 cents at
the door.
i!W i!W i!W

A New Course of Lectures: Mr. Tinkham Gray delivered the first of a course of
six lectures on phrenology and physiology in the Congregational Church,
Tuesday evening. A very respectable audience was in attendance, and all
seemed much interested. Mr. Gray has demonstrated his ability to impart a
vast amount of useful information upon these important subjects, - subjects
concerning which we cannot learn too much. He also gives physiological
examinations, in his rooms at the hotel.

The lecturers were very highly thought of throughout New England. They held
their audiences spellbound, every part of the lectures sprinkled with brilliant illustrations of a profound, interesting and enlightening nature, and repeatedly drew the
hearty applause of the audiences. Several of their subjects were "Whom Shall We
Trust," "Phrenology and Physiology" -and "Women's Rights from a Bible Standpoint."
Before each lecture the East Douglas Glee Club entertained the audiences with
melodies which were well received.
Hearty. A person who attended the 1st Cong. Society's Festival this last week
of June, 1868, disposed of 17 cups of coffee, 3 pies, a bowl of oysters and two
quarts of cider, and wasn't very hungry either. The above dishes were also
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interlarded with various delicacies which were placed before him, and the
whole time occupied in transferring the enormous piles from the tables to his
capacious stomach was one hour and twenty-two minutes exactly. He contributed his full share towards a very proper disposal of the huge quantity of
refreshments which were offered for sale, and has not been heard from
since.

The I.O.G.T., Independant Order of Good Templars, was among the many
educational and progressive organizations which strived to stimulate civic and social
interest in the community. At one of the Good Templars discussions, "Female Suffrage," a lively issue of the day, turned out to be a brilliant and interesting affair. At the
end of the discussion two resolutions were put forth, the first "The Rum-Seller" is a
greater curse to the community than "The Rum-Drinker," and the second "that the
Constitution of Massachusetts ought to be so amended that females shall be allowed to
vote in all civic elections."
Some kind of a traveling show on wheels arrived in town Thursday, and left
the next morning, the proprietor evidently disgusted with the climate.

The French Ball, in Whitings Hall1 last Friday evening, was, to say the least,
highly entertaining to a large number of spectators.

The Y.M.C.A., Young Men's Christian Association, has won its way to public
appreciation by its seven months of efficiency, and now numbers 78 members,
male and female. This number ought certainly to be doubled, if not trebled, in
order by annual subscriptions to secure means whereby to supply reading
matter, recreation and mental improvement. All who favor this organization
should at once send in their names and annual membership fees, which are
$1.00 for gentlemen, and 50 cents for ladies.

A social dance will be held in Simpson's Hall,2 next Thursday evening,
(Washington's birth-day), to which a general invitation is extended. We are
assured by the managers that everything will be conducted in a manner which
will insure the attendance of all lovers of this pleasing pastime.

Mr. L. Simpson presents his card to the people of this vicinity in this issue. His
billiard and refreshment rooms in the Rogerson building have been elegantly
fitted up, and present every facility for the convenience of his customers. We
know that everything at this place is conducted in a manner which will insure
the good will of the public.
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'standing; corner Northeast Main and White Avenue
2also
known as the Rogerson Building, first building east of the public library (Valley Market)

Grand. Concert r
East Douglas Musical Society will
give a Public Rehearsal of Root's Cantata
Tof HEthe

HAYMAKERS, ,v

In the Congregational Church, on
oduesday Evening·, April 13, under the
direction of J. A:.:>TO.d. B1"'•. 0AD.
Miss Mattie A. Broad, Pianist.
SOLOISTS,

°'Yilliam II un t,
John C. w aters,
Oliver C. Hutchins,

,v. Mason

Broad,

:Miss. I-I. A. Hutchins,
Miss F. A. Cummings,
Miss Nellie .1\lorton.
A. Chorus of 50 Voices .

.Admission 25 cents. Reserved. Sea.ts 35 cents.
Doors open at 7, commence at 1-4 to 8
~Sale
of tickets and reserved seats will
commence on Saturday afternoon at the
Post Oflice, and at Russell's N cws Room.

The East Douglas Musical Society produced such works as Haydn's Creation,
Broad's cantatas Ruth and]oseph and the Haymakers, which was one of the grandest
entertainments ever given in the town. As the title indicates, the concert, which took
place in the Congregational Church, was founded upon scenes and incidents connected with the hayfield, the farm house and the haymaking season. The music, which was
superb, consisted of solos, duets, trios, quartettes and choruses numbering about 40
voices. The large audience was infatuated with the whole of this first class program,
which was a sufficient reward for the members of the Society who labored so diligently
to present it.

Mrs. Iarley's Wax Works, the entertainment given in the church, on Wednesday evening, the 9th inst., was a very pleasant affair. All who took part in the
literary exercises and tableaux, performed their parts well, particularly Miss
Kate Sibley, as "Joan of Arc." The perfect facsimiles of figures renowned in
the earthly and spiritual work, were exhibited with pride, and skillfully
extolled by Mrs. Jarley. The fine music by the Douglas Brass Band, added
much to the entertainment and a bountiful supply of refreshments were served in the vestry.

91

MISS }tEILEN POTTER,

America's Greatest Reader and Impersonator,
WIEL PRESENT HRR

GRAND

MONOLOGUE

EN'fER.TAINMENT

AT

THAY.ER'S HAIL, EAST DOUGLASS.
Wednesday

Evening,

February

21st.

AD.M:lS"'ION,ACCORDING TO LOCATION, 35 and 50 CENTS,
Dana & Batcheller,

Local Managers,

1883

From early Fall to late Spring of each year, time did not hang heavily on the hands
of anyone in the village. The people were presented excellent entertainments by local
talent and professional performances by travelling troupes. Societies, clubs and organizations sponsored such social diversions as dramas, revues, minstrels, bazaars
and glee clubs. These groups also staged musicals to develop and educate the musical
talent of the town; reading clubs were formed where essays, recitations, debates and
questions concerning the political and philosophical were discussed, all for the intellectual, social and moral improvements of the citizens, both young and old.
1880s and 1890s
The drama, "The Last Loaf," given under the auspices of the Friendly Helpers
Lodge, 1.0.G.T., drew out a fine audience and was said to have been well presented. The cast of characters were well sustained, and reflected much credit
on the local talent.

Another amateur drama entitled "One Hundred Years Ago," is being rehearsed and is to be produced by the Daughters of Rebecca, auxilliary of the
1.0. of 0.F., The International Order of Odd Fellows.

The drama, "Placer Gold," offered by the Mumford River Lodge A.F. and A.M.
and Eastern Star, will be given March 24th.

On the twenty-first of February, 1883, Miss Helen Potter, America's greatest
reader and impersonator, presented her grand monologue entertainment at
Thayer's Hall' in East Douglass. The following description of Miss Potter's
entertainment, written by one of the ablest lady journalists in the entire
area said:
·
There would seem to be something of the magician about a person who gives
an entire Evening's Entertainment unaided, and who in the course of a couple
of hours appears in no less than five or six costumes, and in a makeup so perfect as to appear the embodiment of so many different people, but a peep into
the anteroom from whence came and returned the veritable John B. Gough,
Fanny Kremble, Lawrence Barrett and others, would disclose the fact that in it
was only one woman.
Her entertainment last evening was a success, she charmed her audience
at every step. Discarding the old stereotyped readings, she had created an
entertainment peculiarly her own. In dialect representations she is wonderfully good, Scotch, French, Italian, German and Negro, it is difficult to say
which is best. With a range of voice and ventriloquial powers unequalled by an
elocutionist before the public, together with a magnificent physique she is
enabled to accomplish these fine impersonations.
As a public woman she stands utterly above reproach; as a private person,
she is loyal and loveable. Generous to her friends, just to her foes, large hearted, fine grained, honest and fearless, of superior intellect and undoubted
attainments, she stands among the women whom all womanhood should
delight to honor.

'gone; now Wixtead Building (Lynch Pharmacy)
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The G.A.R., Grand Army of the Republic, had a clambake in Morse's Grove 1 on
the Fourth. Among the attractions was a shooting gallery which was conducted by Comrade Arnold. It was won by George Abbott, who made 59 out of a
possible 150, winning a gun as the prize. T.T. Potter presented the Grand
Army Post with a barrel of kerosene oil, Mrs. W.E. Jones a hanging lamp, A.J.
Thayer a pig, W. Nason a cake basket, and George Southwick two rubber coats,
for use at the fair.

A Lantern Festival was given in Richardson's Grove2 by the Ladies Social
Union of the Methodist Church. The grove was illuminated by many colorful
Japanese lanterns which sufficiently lighted long tables spread with toothsome viands as accessories to the King of the Feast, the Clam Chowder. Fine
music was rendered during the evening by the Eagle Band of East Douglas.
The affair was a success in a financial way as well as in a social way.

The Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor connected with the Congregational Church, is one of our most numerous organizations, and is doing
much good among the young people. Their meetings, held weekly, are largely
attended, and of a very interesting character .

•••
An interesting Sunday School Concert was given at the Methodist Church.
The exercises were varied and interspersed with excellent vocal and instrumental music. W.P. Hough's song, "Consider the Lilies," was rendered in
his usual superior manner.
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'at Morse Pond on Depot Street
•at Douglastown; opposite Dudley's Pond
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About $40 were realized above expenses by the Ladies' Social Union from the
drama "Neighbor Jackwood."

The local Axe Assembly is still in a prosperous condition and numbers nearly
300 members. The harmony of their proceedings are uninterrupted and perfect good-will remains in all their deliberations. It is governed by wise counsel
and by union and cooperation it betters the condition of the working man who
contributes certainly more than any other class to the prosperity of the
state.
The Young People's Christian League hold very interesting prayer meetings
every Sunday evening at 5:45, in the vestry of the Methodist Church. All the
young people are invited to attend .

•••
The Earnest Workers are to give an entertainment consisting of recitations,
dialogues and music, in the vestry of the Orthodox Church next Wednesday
evening at 7:30 o'clock. All are cordially invited as an interesting time is
anticipated. Admission 10 cents.

The Ladies of the Methodist Church will have a sale and entertainment in
Central Hall on Thursday evening, December 9, 1887. Much pains are being
taken for an excellent program.

The local K of L, Knights of Labor, are doing an excellent thing in the opening
of a reading room which has been conveniently fitted up with tables,
chairs, etc., and is a pleasant place to pass an evening. Books, magazines and
papers of various kinds are taken so no one need lack for reading matter.
The K of L has also started a co-operative store and other arrangements
for the social as well as in other ways beneficial interests of its members. This
unity of feeling among the 300 Knights here is very commendable and argues
well for their prosperity. Harmony certainly prevails among them in their
actions for the welfare of their institution and its members individually. A true
Knight surely cherishes at all times the interest of his order and for a brother
Knight love and friendship.

Under the management of Abbott and Batcheller, a roller skating rink was
opened in the Central Block and immediately became all the rage. The young people of
Douglas found it the most popular of diversions and always enjoyed a splendid time at
the rink during the winter season. They had skating parties of various sorts, the masquerades being the best liked, at which there were two hours of skating and the rest of
the evening devoted to dancing, with music furnished by a full orchestra.
The highlight of the first season was the appearance of a Miss Newall of Worcester who gave an exhibition of fancy roller skating to a crowd which filled the Hall to its

96

DOUGLAS

PUBLIC

LIBRARY

BENEFIT.
CENTRAL HALL, EAST DOUGLAS,

THANKSGIVING NIGHT
NOV. 24, 1892.
The Three Act Comedy,

"Not Such a Fool as He Looks."

t

CAST OF l'H.-\R.-\CTERS.
MR. DANrEL MURGATROYD,
(Solicitor and Money
Lender)
FREDERICK GRANTLEY, {his I
Clerk)
I
SIR SIMON . SIMPLE, BART. ~
(his Ward and Not Such
a Fool as he Looks.
MR. MouLD (his Messenger)
CAPTAIN MARKER, (his Client)
FELICIA CRAVEN, (his Niece)
MRS. MERTON, (a Model of l
the Modern Reformer) i
MRS. MOULD, (his Washerwoman)
}ENNY, (his Maid)

W. L. Pennell
F. A. Place.
Geo. P. B. Clark.

E. Mellen.
W. Wixtead.
Mrs. C. S. Caswell.
Frank

J.

Miss Susie Arey.
Mrs. S. Russell.
Miss Alice Pennell.

SYNOPSIS.
AcT 1-MURGATROYD's
Wife and finds a Mother.

Private

Parlor,

in which

SIR SIMON loses a

CORNET SOLO, BY J. GILBERT PINE.
which

Sm

AcT III.-MRs.
MERTON'S villa in which SIR SIMON becomes
fused amidst a multiplicity of Parents.

con-

ACT IL-MRS.
Mour.n's
Mangling
Establishment,
SIMON loses a Mother and finds a Father.

in

CORNET SOLO, BY J. GILBERT PINE.
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utmost capacity. In answer to a thunderous encore, she skated with her skates undamped.
The reputation of Douglas as a musical town also included the Cornet and Brass
Bands of the community. In the 1860s there was the East Douglas Cornet Band; in the
1870s the Douglas Brass Band; in the 1880s there were two bands: the "Young America
Band" and the "Eagle Band." In this same decade the two reorganized as one band
under the name of the "East Douglas Band." The new uniforms of the band were of
white duck throughout and were very tasteful. The band was for all public occasions, as
well as the pleasure of listening to good music at the open air concerts, parades and
special events.
Central Hall was filled by those who listened to the singing of the Nashville
students who gave a fine performance of plantation melodies.

A Tourists Club of some twelve or fifteen members has been formed here. It is
now on a trip to Florida.

The Sunbonnet Whist Club was guest last night of Misses Lola and Edith
Holway at the home of Fielder Converse and wife. Whist was played until
3A.M.

Functions and social activities became much larger and more elaborate during
these twenty years of the 1880s and 1890s. Several of the public events were the highly
successful plays and minstrel shows which were staged annually by local talent for the
benefit of the Public Library and other worthy causes. In 1894, the "Volunteer Minstrels," a group of men and women, played to a fair-sized audience for one of the early
Library Benefits. The following year the "Volunteer Minstrels" were replaced by an all
female group known as the "Lady Minstrels." They put on a first class show and
became an immediate hit, drawing large delighted audiences at each of their annual performances.
The presentations of comedies and dramas also increased during this period.
One of the best received was "The Old Homestead," a four act drama with a cast of
twenty-two characters. At intermissions the Homestead Quartette rendered the
"Palms," "Rock-Bye-Baby" and other popular selections. The whole affair was produced for the benefit of the Street Sprinkler, a large horse drawn vehicle which sprinkled
water on the main street to hold down the very dusty condition of the road.
Political caucuses, rallies and campaigns, in particular the Presidential ones,
were given much more attention by the two parties. Huge flags of the candidates were
always unfurled to the breeze, one at the Axe Company's Office and the other at the
East Douglas Hotel.
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Central Hall, - - East Douglas.
Thanksgiving Night
ANNUAL BENEFIT TO PUBLIC LIBRARY.

::e:: E

T

LADY lllINSTHELS
In terlocutrice,

MISS JOBNSING.

Bones.

'htmbos,

Sukey
( d
) Rosy.
Dina.h Dewdrop\ En Women ( Topsy.
Soloists,

Miss Adeline Putty,
Madam W elba,
~I a dam W ordica,
Miss Lillian Hussell,
Miss Maud Rowell,
The Darktown Quartet,
together with

A Chorus of Sable Beauties
whose names the audience may guess.

GRAND CIRCLE,

Solos, Quartets, Stump Speech,
Plantation Melodies, Darkey
Specialties, Etc., Etc.
To conclude with the Farce

TltE :BELLS IN TltE KITCHEN
Miss Bertha

C. Stockwell,

Piano Accompanist to "The Belles in Black."

RESERVED SEATS,

T~c~~~~~~;N

35 & 50c.

CHILDREN UNDER 12, 25 C.
lirTickets for sale by the school children, commencing Saturcray morning, Nov. 28, at 9 o'clock.

The last eight years of this forty year span from 1868 to 1908 witnessed the
advent of great changes. Electric lights replaced the lamplighter and the kerosene
lamp. The telephone was a wonder. Moving pictures brought a new dimension in
entertainment and overnight became the most popular attraction. And of course, the
automobile, a new type of vehicle which was very noisy and scared all the horses, made
its debut. It seemed that these astonishing changes considerably increased the pace of
events in the town. Many new clubs and societies were organized for both public and
private enjoyment. The number of social affairs grew, were of a more varied sort, and
outside special groups were brought here for pleasant entertainment.
1900-1908

The Dorcas Society is actively at work trying to pay the debt for repairs to the
parsonage. Everybody who cares to help in a good work, aid the society in any
way possible. The Dorcases of the world have ever stood in need of help, since
they always find work to do.

The three nights Masonic Fair held last week proved a grand success in every
way and those in charge of it are to be congratulated for the efforts put forth to
make it so. The total receipts were about $1125 and when all bills are settled
there will be a large balance left which the Lodge can find a way to make good
use of to good advantage.

Last week Thursday evening May 9, 1902 at Church of the Covenant, nine
young ladies connected with the Society presented the "Champion of her
Sex," a farce in one act, before a fair sized company. During the evening there
were also readings by Miss Jennie Walker, violin selections by William
Flamme and solos by Miss Methyl Jones.

The Brown University Glee, Banjo and Mandolin Club has been engaged to
give one of its first class concerts in Central Hall .

•••
The Foster Concert given by the Methodist choir in Forester's Hall Tuesday
evening proved a big success. The program was composed of songs by
Stephen C. Foster, the audience being invited to join in the chorus.

The Swedes held a meeting at 5 pm, Tuesday, in their rooms, The Finlander
Association, who have been holding forth in Thayer's block, held their celebration and Christmas tree in the hall Monday evening.
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The French Amateur Club will hold an entertainment and dance in their
rooms next Friday evening. The entertainment will consist of songs, duets
and a Farce entitled "Fun in a Boiler Shop."

Excerpt from a local wedding: A reception was held in Forester's Hall in the
evening to which everyone was cordially invited, and a large party accepted
the invitation. The Bingville Band of Douglas furnished the music and added
to the evening's enjoyment. The merriment was kept up until the older
married people were sleeping, to be awakened some hours later by a doleful
sound which might have been the mourn of the spirit of the peddlar who was
murdered in the haunted orchard many years ago. However it proved to be
the last sigh of an old, dilapidated hand organ passing down the street, accompanied by horns, tin cans, and the Bingville Band.

The women of the community were not to be outdone by the men in matters of
entertainment. Some time back there were several all-female minstrel shows. Then in
the very early 1900s, about 1905,the first of two all-ladies orchestras was formed which
played to many audiences. The first:
The "OB Joyful" Ladies Orchestra gave a concert in Forester's Hall Wednesday night to a large and appreciative audience. The Hall was trimmed with
flags, bunting and ferns and presented a very attractive appearance.

About a year later the second group of ladies, known as the "Pleasant Orchestra"
was formed which also provided entertainment at many functions.

l

',..,..---------------,

II 50G. lA. R., FAI~ POST 137.

peo~~!.:_,T~~E-~
. . .·
.

~_sE:;S9N . J'~ ~KErr,

t
·-.,

.

.

.

. .•

so

•

j

/:. ~·.;~~- ~ : I

t#un4.

ior ~tnttit ot thtir ltlid

I

co

East Douglas,

1, . .

f

l

~j;

·•

j

. . ·. ,."',, ;_, t

CTS ·.-.,~~7
-

l

..

101

Saturday evening there will be a dance in the French Amateur Club with
music by the Pleasant Orchestra.

Lower Masonic Hall was the scene of an Old Fashioned Dinner served at ye
·Old Fashioned hour of 6 by ye Old Fashioned People.

The Great Minstrel Show, presented at Thayer's Hall for the benefit of Court
Douglas F of A, was a huge success. People were present from many of the surrounding towns, and they together with the Town's people filled the Hall to its
utmost capacity. The songs and local hits, by the black-faced artists, were
greatly enjoyed. The entertainment was followed by a dance, music furnished
by the Manola Orchestra of Douglas. The merry-making continued till a
late hour.

Thursday evening, Sept. 15, 1905, there was a large attendance in Forester's
Hall to hear Noborn Kawaski, a native of Japan, but who is now taking a post

Ribbon Drill, 1900. Note oil lamp footlights.
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graduate course at Boston University. Mr. Kawaski lectured on Japanese life
and illustrated his talk with stereopticon views of Japanese scenery and also
some scenes of the Russo-Japanese battles in the late war.
The lecture was given under the auspices of the Epworth League of the
Methodist Episcopal Church and the money raised is to be used for defraying
the expense of heating the church.

Miss Anna F. Bird of Douglas held an exhibition of water color paintings in the
Town Hall' Monday and Tuesday afternoon and evening. Many people attended the exhibition and greatly enjoyed the exhibit. On the left side of the Hall
were hung 78 paintings of scenes from England, Scotland, Wales, France,
Holland and Italy. The features of Switzerland's mountains, Italy's lakes and
the sketches from Wendemere and Ambleside, England were especially
attractive.
These views were all sketched by Miss Bird who but recently returned
from a European tour. On the right of the Hall were views of different parts of
New England, principally Vermont and New Hampshire lakes and mountains,
and also were seen bits of Douglas scenery. Miss Bird will also exhibit her
paintings in Whitinsville where she has a large class of pupils .

•••
A.F.Wheeler's Circus was in East Douglastoday for two performances on the
triangular lot ofthe James Smith Estate between Depot Street and the Martin
Road. The attendance was larger than even a press agent would have reckoned it.

•••
The Howard comedy and vaudeville company give shows Thursday and
Friday nights of this week in Thayer's Hall.
The history of moving pictures in East Douglas began around 1904 with exhibitions for the benefit of several village societies. These occasional showings of the
pictures continued somewhat in this fashion for three or four years. The people
enjoyed the moving pictures very much and were so attracted to them that the owner
and producer decided to give a show each evening in Thayer's Hall.
This turned out to be a four weeks' run, the greatest entertainment event of the
town. The audiences varied in size from 100 to 300 or 400. They used to change twice a
week; that is, new pictures were shown twice a week. However, the bill often changed
more than that because the singers engaged for the illustrated songs did not always
stay for as long as three days.
The audiences were not at all times as cool and proper as a New England
audience might be. They sang whenever they pleased and if the show started to drag,
took the entertainment into their own hands and hissed and jeered at national celebrities or at any other characters who appeared on the screen.
Court Douglas,No.214F. ofA., closed a very successful fair Saturday evening
Jan. 19, 1906, and its treasury amount is increased by a number of hundreds of
dollars. Many from out of town, with the localattendance, filled the two Halls
of Thayer's Blockto overflowing.Miss Grace B. Young,pianist and Herbert E.
Sherman, violinist of Milford,furnished music for dancing,which was in the
upper hall.
'no longer standing; was on Cottage Street
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The larger gifts were bestowed at 10 o'clock. The Magee Range went to
Fred Foster. George H. Stoddard was the lucky man for the $15 in gold. The
$10 in gold went to Viola Hughes. Tom Hudgings got the ton of coal and Irving
Peters the extension table. The silver water pitcher went to Clemens Goodness.The Order is to be congratulated on the success of the Fair, which has
been a source of pleasure to its patrons and a big financial increase to F of A.

Samuel Sibley G.A.R. Post has not lost any members by death the past
year.

The members of St. Denis parish will have a five days fair in Thayer's Hall,
May 17th, 18th, 19th, 25th and 26th, the proceeds to go towards building a new
church. The committee are James W. Wixtead, president; John B. Chapdelaine, vice president and secretary; Rev. Louis E. Barry, treasurer; Charles
Massier, assistant secretary and a soliciting committee of about forty.

A Lawn Party under the auspices of the D.A.R. will be at the home of Mrs.
Louise Holbrook, Depot Street, next Thursday afternoon from 3 to 6 o'clock.
Invitations have been sent to the Chapters in Whitinsville, Uxbridge and
Oxford to be present.

A Calico Ball was held in Forester's Hall New Year's Evening, 1905. A large
number were present and greatly enjoyed the dancing, music for which was
furnished by the Pleasant Orchestra of Douglas. The ladies all wore Calico or
print dresses, the gentlemen were attired in white duck suits. The Hall was
prettily decorated with evergreen. Refreshments of ice cream and soda were
served during the evening. The dancing was participated in 'til 1 o'clock.

In all probability many of the ladies purchased their prints and calicos from
Heath's Dry Goods1 store where a large selection of other materials, cottons, alpaca,
worsted and delaines was available.
The Clarke University Glee Club gave a concert in Thayer's Hall Thursday
evening, which was much enjoyed by the large audience. The concert was
given under the auspices of the Senior Class, DHS, and the proceeds will be
used for defraying expenses of the commencement in June.

Tomorrow (Saturday) evening, January 25, 1907 in Thayer's Hall, will be
gathered together the greatest aggregation of stars Douglas has ever beheld.
Should it be a stormy night the stars will be twinkling and brilliant just the
same. The company of minstrels and entertainers representing the Lambert
B. Simmons post, S of V,'will give an entertainment for the benefit of the
post.
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'standing; second building east of Methodist Church

By 1908, the frequency and variety of social activities and entertainment
Douglas were worthy of this review of the dramatic season:

in

THE EAST DOUGLAS STAGE

Intending to Show How the Art of Acting
Is Coming Into Its Own
The season had a double start on Sept. 16, 1908 when the critics and firstnighters were confronted with the reappearance on the stage of Charles Bennett for the first time in many years, at the Methodist Church in East Douglas,
and with the simultaneous production at Douglas Center of the symbolic
sketch, "The Magic Mirror," by the whole population of the Center whose ages
are between 10 or so and 26 or so.
The latter event was made particularly lustrous by the presence among
the audience of John R. Thayer of Worcester, who, according to information at
anybody's disposal in "Who's Who," is a native of Douglas, and who was at that
time sojourning at Douglas Center for the purpose of going on a few old fox
hunts with his friend Edgar C. Parker.
Foreknowledge of his presence strongly tempted the first-nighters, and
gave the event a preponderance in importance. The Bennet re-debut in East
Douglas was of equal importance and consequently the first-nighters went
some to one, some to the other.
After the excitement attending the dual beginning of the season a lull
ensued for three weeks, when, on a Saturday night, the first-nighters found
themselves rushing over to Quobin 1 to assist at the production of "The Magic
Mirror" once again, this time by a cast that included most, if not quite all, of the
younger Quobin Baptist set.
Then, in mid-November, there were two performances of Shakespeare's
celebrated court scene from the "Merchant of Venice." The next event, which
occurred last week was the minstrel show and dramatic performance of
the Foresters.
The only offering so far this week took place at the Methodist Church, and
was the performance of an original but very short romantic farce by a capable
company of players. Tomorrow night, the boards at Quobin will be trodden by
a troup of native artists gracefully disporting in the presentation of "The
Interrupted Proposal."
We think we have accomplished our purpose, which was merely to enumerate the occurrences of the season for our readers.
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The many presentations of entertainment and pleasant activities, which were
greatly enjoyed by the people, were sponsored by these societies, clubs, organizations
and churches.
LO. of O.F. - International Order of Odd fellows
D.A.R. - Daughters of the American Revolution, Capt. Job Knapp Chapter
WCTU - Women's Christian Temperance Union
A.O.U.W. -Ancient Order of United Workmen
F of A - Foresters of America
K of L - Knights of Labor
S of V - Sons of Veterans
G.A.R. - Grand Army of the Republic
O.E.S. - Order of the Eastern Star
I.O.G.T. - Independent Order of Good Templars
YPSCE - Young Peoples Society of Christian Endeavor
TU - Temperance Union
Y.M.C.A - Young Men's Christian Association
Alpha Club
Axe Makers Union
Busy Bee Sewing Circle
Balcome's Orchestra
Catchem Coon Club
Christian Endeavor
Congregational Society
Chautauqua Society
Dorcas Society
Douglas Baseball Club
Douglas Walking Club
Douglas Social Library

Douglas Union Camp Meeting
Dudley's Orchestra
Daughters of Rebecca
Douglas Lyceum
Douglas Library Association
Douglas Literary Society
Douglas Grange
East Douglas Athletic Club
East Douglas Musical Society
East Douglas Baseball Association
East Douglas Glee Club
East Douglas Cornet Band
East Douglas Gospel Alliance

The following societies and clubs also presented many functions, the occasions
being greatly enjoyed by all.
Earnest Workers
Epworth League
Eagle Band
Evangelical Society of South Douglas
French Amateur Club
Flower Mission
Finnish Sunday School
Finlander Association
Junior Endeavor Society
Junior Epworth League
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Loyal Legion
Lawn Tennis Club
Ladies Benevolent Society
Ladies Circle
Larkin Club
Ladies Social Union
Manola Orchestra
Mumford River Fishing Club
Mumford River Lodge A.F. and A.M.
Mens Catholic Slovak Sokol Society

Machinists and Blacksmiths Union
O B Joyful Ladies Orchestra
Pleasant Orchestra (all ladies)
Reform Club
Reading Club
Samuel Sibley W.R.C. 159
Shewahyah Club
Swedish Society
Sunbonnet Whist Club
Social Club

St. John's Society
St. Anne's Sodality
Teachers Club
Tourists Club
Wednesday Whist Club
Woodmancy Fish and Game Club
Wide Awake Company
Young America Band
Young Ladies Society
Young Peoples Club of Douglas

The principal places where all of the events, activities and meetings held were:
Central Hall
Thayer's Hall
Simpson's Hall
Fire Engine Hall
Citizen's Hall
Whiting's Hall
Knapp's Hall
Town Hall
East Douglas Hotel
and of course, the churches

T
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Mason & Hamlin Organ
The Beat Maa~tas.e&I
Sold on monthly install.nraii'8; by HU. WALLIS, ;
Agent, East Douglas, Mll,l!ll.

:METHYL L. JONES,

Teacher of Piano and Organ
Mcl>ow•ll l\lcthod.

Pupil of J\linnic Little.

EAST DOUGLAS, MASS,
Lessons given at the home of pupil or teacher.

107

Blank Page

Seventh Part

Horses, Trains and Automobiles
Horses
Horses moved merchandise and individuals about town in buggies, wagons and
sleighs. Businesses furnished the needs of the horse and made and serviced the
variety of vehicles he hauled.
In Douglas there were blacksmiths, livery stables, carriage makers, dealers in
hay and grain, harness makers, wheelwrights, saddlers, veterinarians and carriage
painters. There were barges and omnibuses to convey groups of people, and stages to
carry passengers to and from the railroad depot. There were wagons for dealers in coal
and wood, to supply households for groceries, baked goods, fresh meat, fish, milk and
ice for the ice box. Itinerant peddlars, knife sharpeners and other hawkers all drove
horses hauling many types of vehicles, including the street fakirs who sold colored
water containing a few drops of alcohol.
Farmers used horses in hayrakes, tipcarts, manure carts, mowing machines,
delivery wagons, buckboards, sleighs and pungs. There were heavy team wagons,
three horse tipcarts, low slung drays with high wheels, carryalls, democrats and turnouts. Horses hauled fire engines, road sprinklers, hearses, hurdy-gurdy shows,
travelling troupes and gypsy caravans.
During shopping or conversation, the owner's horse or team was tied to a hitching post, a feed bag dangling from the horse's nose. Young men scraped and saved
money enough to buy a horse and buggy for courting.
Whenever a brook ran under a road, there was a turnout "watering place" which
was the width of a team, leading to the brook and back. The two well known turnouts in
the village were at the Wallis Lumber Company and in Centerville, going toward the
Center. All of this travel by horse team and buggy was not without incident, however.
People were injured
frequently in accidents
involving horses and
horse-drawn vehicles.
In addition to the
plain work horse and
the mare for enjoyable
buggy riding, several of
the more affluent residents of Douglas owned
and raced horses and
trotters at out-of-town
fairs and races.
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The watering trough for the horses was erected in 1878 and stands on the Main
Street in front of the Second Congregational Church. The water to the trough was
gravity fed from Upper Hunt's Pond through a lead pipe. It did not take too long for the
ice delivery men to use the trough for washing their ice. After numerous complaints
from households the Town Fathers decreed that the trough was no longer to be used for
that purpose.
Incidents involving horses, teams and other items always made news, such as
these in the 1860s and 1870s:
While G.W. Manahan was returning from Town Meeting last Tuesday, his
team was run into by Joseph Thayer and considerably damaged. Thayer was
thrown from his wagon uninjured.

Theft. - On Monday, night, May 25th, a black-mounted harness was stolen
from the barn of SimonP. Rawson.The harness may be known by a mend in
one tug, the other tug broken out, and the straps from the holders to the bits
being minus. Mr. Rawsonoffers a suitable reward for any informationwhich
will lead to the detection of the thief and the recovery of the property.

aw aw aw
A horse race on Main Street, Wednesday,resulted in an accident. Mr. Peter
Roberts was thrown from his wagonand his face severely bruised by contact
with a stone post.

Asa Thayer has sold his well known dapple grey horse to John M. Lathram, of
Uxbridge, for $100.

More harness thieves are prowling around nights. T.H. Trembly had a new
bridle stolen on Thursday evening.

If anyone in town has a horse that can kick higher to wagonthan the one that
exhibited his heels to an admiring crowd in front of the postofficeon Monday,
we should like to see the animal. Let the exhibitionbe at the usual place, Post
OfficeSquare.1
The significance of the horse cannot be overstated. Farmers, businesses,
transportation, household goods and a host of other necessities were all dependent on
the horse. This fact is brought out in the Census of Massachusetts for the year 1875
which reports the population of horses in Douglas numbered 247.
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'area in front of 306 Main Street Square; post office was located on right side of building, first floor

The large Dudley barns opposite the Dudley Inn, 1900. No longer standing.

The large barn at the Dudley livery stable in Douglas Center - 1896. No longer standing.

WALTER A. WOOD
Tubular Steel lower
Steel Tedder and
Steel Ray Hake.

Roller
Bearing

1880-1890
Augustus Morse, while passing the Whitins-stage,
turned out too far and one of the wheels of his buggy
struck a post. The buggy stopped suddenly, but the
horse and Mr. Morse proceeded along alone, the
animal up street, and Mr. Morse over the dashboard to
the ground.

aw aw aw
A.]. Thayer is the owner of a driving horse which is
17¥2 hands high. The animal is of choice breed, a Kentucky bay gelding and is a beautiful driver.

Joseph Bowen has purchased a new hearse to be added
to his undertaking business. The hearse is one of the
finest in the vicinity. Mr. Bowen has also purchased a
pair of beautiful black horses. This supplies a need
long felt here.
Three of the Latest I~npr,,,.en llfachlnes for the
Harvest Fteld , csonstructed largely of
Steel and made to wear.

Lightest, Cheap.est and Best.
Try them.

CATALOGUE FRhB, For Sale by

FRANK H. BIRD.
Insurance Agent, East Douglaa,

FOR

SALE?

I Good Carriage Horse,
Sound and kind. Sold for no fault.

Also one

LIGHT TWO HORSE TEAM WAGON,
One

Pair

Inquire of
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Will Rixford comes out this time with a fine pair of
buckskins. They are a beautiful match. Mr. Rixford
starts again this week for Chicago to buy another lot of
Western horses. He has already disposed of the last lot,
excepting two greys.

of

Harnesses.
A. F. BROWN.

A.]. Thayer takes excusable pride in a recent purchased 4-year old red-roan driving horse. The animal
was brought from the West, and is as promising a piece
of horse flesh as we have seen in this vicinity in a
long time.

E.B. Knapp's horse, Jennie Hale, will race tomorrow at
Westfield. She will be driven by William L. Taft of
Uxbridge.

Charles Mercier and Favino Converse are attending the Oxford Fair Today. A
horse of Mr. Mercier's will race there tomorrow.

1900 to 1908
Main Street, East Douglas, was converted into a race track between 6 and 7
o'clock yesterday afternoon, when several trotting races took place between
horses driven by Henry Harris of Douglas and a man attached to the gypsy
camp on the Manchaug road. Harris's horse won the majority of heats. The
races attracted considerable attention along the route and a big crowd in front
of the hotel discussed the merits and demerits of the two competing animals.
Not every citizen was pleased in having Main Street used for a race track
Wednesday evening, when a couple of teams dashed up and down at full speed
several times. There is a place for such sport where it is safer for pedestrians
who happen to be out for either business or pleasure.

Hormidas Ardersia of this place was in district court at Uxbridge Thursday
morning on the charge of overdriving a horse belonging to Philip Brule of this
place. He was found guilty and ordered to pay a fine of $20.

Last Friday at the Oxford Fair, "Joe D.," owned by Joseph T. Derham of town
was fourth money in the 2:18 trot, finishing 4 4-5, the fastest mile was 2:26
1-2.

• ••
What might have been a serious accident occurred Monday noon when a horse
became frightened, and bolted overturning the buggy to which it was harnessed, spilling its occupants, who were Mr. McLaren, his son, and Judson
Hughes on the ground.
The horse then freed itself from the buggy and started on a mad gallop for
Gilboa. Mr. McLaren was thrown against a tree with such force as to stun him
and it was feared to break one leg. Judson Hughes and Cornelius McLaren
were severely cut and bruised about the head. The carriage, however, was
almost completely demolished.

An angular black horse, belonging to Richard LaFleur, livery stable keeper,
and being driven by Michael Carter, his hostler, took affront at being hit with a
whip, while passing Derham's hotel, this noon, and ran down Main Street. He
kept in the road until he got to Joseph Martin's barber shop1, when he flirted
the sleigh to the sidewalk. As he passed Mrs. George Snow' s2 boarding-house,
the sleigh struck a sled and shivered it. Carter managed to stop the horse a little further on.

1

standing; first building west of Goodness Store
no longer standing; was on corner of Main and Cook streets, next to Goodness Store

2
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aw aw aw
Peter Jarvis was arrested by Deputy Sheriff
Edwin P. Heath this morning, on a complaint of
William H. Herendeen, who charges Jarvis with
cruelty to animals. Edward Jeannotte furnished
bail for Jarvis and he was released, after being
ordered to appear in the District Court, Uxbridge, tomorrow.
Jarvis drove to East Douglas yesterday from
his home in the Wall um-Pond section of Douglas.
He had a gray horse, a good deal the worse for
wear and tear, it is claimed. He loaded his wagon
with three bags of corn meal and hitched his
horse in front of Walter E. Jones' hardware store.
The horse is alleged to have stood there all night,
and the rain was not good for it rheumatic ailments.
When Deputy Sheriff Heath and officer Herendeen took charge of it this morning its legs
were swollen and it was so stiff that it could
barely hobble. No sooner had they found a stall
for it in Joseph Derham's barn that it sank in a
heap. Jarvis is charged with unnecessarily failing
to provide the horse food, drink, shelter and protection from the weather.

w. w.
Manufacturer

BROWN,
of and Dealer in

Saddles,
Collars,
Bridles,
&c., in al! their

varieties.

Coach, Buggy, Phaeton,
Pad & Cart Harness
made of best material
and workmanship.
Also. a full line of

Halters,
Circin[f les,

Whips,
Currt) Combs,

W.E. Schuster won a blue ribbon at the Oxford
Fair Friday, in the gentlemen's driving class also
third prize for singles. James W. Wixtead won the
blue ribbon with his driving pair.
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<'.c
0{',,_
v .. , <J <:»
~l .
Particular
atten tion paid to I:epairing in all its details.

Carriage Trimming
a speciality an.l guarallt0ccl strictly
first-class.
Patronage solicited .

..iJfecl,anic's

THREE WOMEN INJURED

Jump from wagon to which is
attached a runaway horse.
In jumping from a carriage drawn through the
streets of East Douglas by a runaway horse on
Wednesday afternoon three women were injured, one of them seriously. They are: Mrs.
William Grove of Manchaug, cut about the head,
suffering from concussion of the brain; Mrs.
James St. Andre of New Bedford, also cut about
the head and bruised, and Mrs. Adolph Lafleur
of town, bruised and shaken up.
The carriage was a public conveyance which
is operated between the East Douglas railroad
station and the village and at the time of the accident a trip was being made from the 5:30 o'clock
train. Mrs. Lafleur was driving the horse in the
absence of the proprietor of the line, Richard
Lafleur. Mrs. Grove and Mrs. St. Andre were
passengers.
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?Jlock
Mass,

East Douglas.

HUGH GREENE.

Harness

..1..lfaker,,

And Carriage Trimmer.
Light and Heavy Harnesses made in
a superior manner, and from best of

stock. Logee's Block, East Douglas.
FOR

SALE!

A GOOD-SECOND HAND COVERED

For sale cheap. Enquire of
S. P. HOLBROOK, M. D.,
20-lm

Esst Douglas.

When opposite the home of Charles Potter1 the horse became wildly
excited and began to plunge and run. The three women screamed and Mrs.
Grove jumped from the carriage when in front of the home of Mrs. Eliza Paine.
She struck on her feet, but the momentum caused her to fall so that the back of
her head struck the ground. She lay there motionless and those who saw the
accident thought at first she had been killed.
The horse continued up the street at a terrific pace and when the animal
was in front of Joseph Vincent's residence, the other two women jumped from
the carriage, both being thrown to the ground and injured, Mrs. St. Andre
being hurt apparently much worse than Mrs. LaFleur. The horse continued
running to Manchaug, where he was caught by a boy.

A Turnout driven by Henry Correll met with an accident Thursday morning
near the residence of D. George Clarke. The team had been before William
Correll and on attempting to turn around the wheel became caught on the mud
scraper. The horse became frightened and started to run but was stopped by
young Correll but not before the wheel had broken off. The occupants of the
carriage escaped without serious injury.

Man was entirely dependent upon the horse, which brought them closer together, and at times a horse spent all his life with the same household and became a
part of it. A prominent citizen of Douglas, around the year 1900, fondly said of the
family's horse:
While my family was living at the farm, we would drive over to town to attend
church. In the winter we would hitch our horse in Mr. Heath's shed; in warm
weather we would hitch him to the stone posts by the church. When we drove
Ben, he was apt to go to sleep and we might find him lying down in the
shafts.

Livery Stables
The liveries in town carried on a brisk business by letting out rigs to those who
did not own a horse and buggy or team. There were always two or three livery stables to
satisfy the needs of the citizens who were in want of a rig for various purposes. As was
the case back then, practically all of the happenings and instances made the local
news:
Mr.J.M. Baker has removed his livery business to the Hotel Stable, in the rear
of the Post Office,2 and will keep enough good teams to supply the needs of this
community in that direction.
Mr. Baker first occupied W.D. Jones' stable but a central location like the
present one was found to be much more desirable, and he has consequently,
with good taste, moved into the business portion of the village in close proximity to the HERALD OFFICE.3 When you wish to ride, for business or
pleasure, call on Baker for a team.

John Dusome, who for more than 20 years has been a livery stable keeper
here, is to sell out his entire business owing to feeble health. He is suffering
from grinder's consumption.
'standing; about half way to Manchaug
2standing;
now 306 Main Street Square
3Herald
office was on second floor of what is now 306 Main Street Square
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...
Haying, 1898.

Home delivery wagons, 1904.

E.T. Thayer, livery stable keeper, has had a horse stolen from him which was
hired by a man to go to Webster.
1900-1908
A new livery has been started at the Lower Village four corners, in a building
used by John Jussaume a number of years ago for a stable.
ilW ilW ilW

L. Terrian, who for many years has carried on a livery business in town, has
decided to retire, and will sell at auction Saturday at his stable, all of his
horses, carriages, robes, etc.
ilW ilW ilW

It seems to be a common occurrence for parties to hire teams of some of the
local stable keepers, and when a few miles away, to be obliged to leave the
horse or lead him home. The horse is not always sick, but is evidently all in,
played out, without strength to pull a carriage. This thing has happened many
times lately.

Dick Barber, who lost all the horses, carriages. etc., of his livery business at the
fire which recently destroyed the stable, is to go to Newburyport to reside.

Dennis F. Duggan's black mare, Bess, the best known and safest livery horse
in town, is dead. The animal stepped into a rut on the depot road near
Keigwin's stable Wednesday afternoon and broke its right fore leg below
the knee.
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The stage/omnibus, 1905.

Stages and Omnibuses
Stages, omnibuses and so called "barges" were the regularly scheduled means of
transportation to the railroads and to out-of-town places. These vehicles were also
hired by groups of people for picnics, sleigh rides, barn dances, socials, hayrides
and festivals.
What can people desire more than good travelling accommodations? We last
week mentioned that Mr. E.T. Thayer had commenced running his omnibus
between Manchaug and this village, and it is understood that hereafter he will
run regularly between the two villages, and make the route permanent
and reliable.
For some time a dilapidated vehicle has plied over the road in tow of one
and sometimes two raw-boned horses, driven by a Frenchman, but it is
expected he will soon retire, before the superior equipage of Mr. Thayer. This
arrangement of April 9, 1907 gives universal satisfaction.

118

\Vfll'flNSVILLE

S'J'AGE.

TAGE LEA.VES EAST
DOUGLAS HOTEL for
Wiiitins station. to connect.
wit.h train for Worcester, at
7 45. To connect with trail, for Providence
and ,vorcester, at 11 00 A. :II. To connect
with train for Providence, at :{.:JO P . .M. All
orders must be on slate twentv-tlve minutes
before starting time; if riot, notice must b.:
given to the drrver,
Stage will leave Whitinsville Post Office
for Providence and Boston at 7.50 11.55 A
M., 4.2i>P. M., for Worcester at 8.45 A. sr.,
12.50 llf., 5.20 P. M.. .leaves Whitinsville for
East Douglas at 9.30 A . .!II., 1.305.0iJ P. M.

S
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H. C. CARR, Proprietor.

Dc1>ot Omnibus.
Leaves East Douglas Hotel nt 7.50 AM and 4.20
P ::u, to connect with train for Boston and Prt.1i~·
dence. At 10 A M and 5-20 P M, to connect, wit,,
train for Webster and Putnam.
ET '!'HAYER, Prop'r,

Ma.n.chaug

Stage,

Leave Wm. Abbott's Store, llfanchaug, for 1:a2t
Douglas, at 7.15 and 9 A M and 3.45 P III, town·
nect with trains on B H & E R R. Leave ]ast
Douglas Hotel for llfanclw.ugat 8.30 and 10.40 ~ JI
and s.io P 111.
ET THAYER, Prop".

1870s and 1880s
As the Whitinsville stage was coming up the hill from the Canada side 1 of the
river, last Friday, the horses became unmanageable. The driver dropped one
rein, and with the other reined the horses into the yard of the Dea. Hunt place,
and run the pole through one of the windows of the house. The window casing
was considerably damaged, but no other damage done.

aw aw aw
A number of young people engaged Batcheller' s omnibus and were driven to
the house of Christopher Allen where a social time and dance took place.
Balcome's orchestra furnished music and an oyster supper was served.

March 14, 1884: New stage proprietors - Mr. Clarence Batcheller, of
Whitinsville, has purchased the stage route and express business, formerly
owned by Mr. Ezekiel T. Thayer. William Rixford, of Whitinsville, purchased
the route and also his teaming business and sold the stage and express line to
Mr.Batcheller. Messrs. Batcheller and Rixford have leased the residence and
barn of Mr. Thayer for five years and are to move here the first of April. Mr.
Thayer has been engaged in this business for many years.

'refers to area across the river (northerly side)
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Taverns and Hotels
Reliance on the horse for turnpike travel was reduced considerably by the
advent of the railroad in the 1850s. The four-horse drawn stage coaches used to roll
through Douglas at regular intervals carrying the mail and passengers. To accommodate the stage coaches, inns and taverns on the turnpike provided rest for the
horses and refreshments for the travellers.
Along the Main Street of Douglas, which was part of the Boston and Hartford
Turnpike, there were three taverns which were welcome stops for the horses and
passengers. Not too many years after the railroad came through Douglas, the great
decline in turnpike travel eliminated the horses, stages coaches, inns and taverns.
Here in town the Whiting Tavern 1 was made into tenements around 1870, but the
hall on the upper floor remained. The Moses Hill Tavern2 closed as such and became a
residence. At the Center the Dudley Tavern3 was turned into a hotel which became a
well-known resort for summer boarders, many coming from the city, 30 being accommodated at times.
The only stopping place for travelling troupes, salesmen, businessmen and
visitors was the East Douglas Hotel, directly across the street from Stillman Russell's
Drugstore.4 The first floor of the hotel had a bar, a good sized lounge and several rooms.
There were about eight rooms on the upper floor.
Although turnpike travel no longer required horse-drawn stage coaches, the
importance and the necessity of horses in Douglas did not change at all.
standing; corner of Northeast Main and White Avenue
no longer standing; was on corner of Main and Cummings Court
•standing; at Douglas Center, corner of Main and Webster Road
•standing; corner of Main and Pleasant streets
1

2
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On the right is the Post Office Building, so-called, situated on Main Street. The building is still
standing, now 306 Main Street Square. On the left is the East Douglas Hotel, standing, now
apartments of Benjamin Colonero. The area in front of the buildings was referred to as Post Office
Square. Photograph, 1875.
The 1870s
The interior of the East Douglas Hotel looks much improved in its new coat of
paint. It is supposed that Mr. Trombly is preparing for a large influx of summer
visitors.

EAST DOUGLAS HOTEL

East Douglas, Mass.
The undersigned, having purchased an interest in the above House and taken
possession of the same, hereby gives notice that no pains will be spared to contribute to the comfort and convenience of all guests, and intends to keep a first
class country hotel. Charges moderate.

A.J Kirby, Proprietor, April, 1870

The large four story building at the lower end of Main street, known as the
"Whiting Tavern Stand," was sold at auction to parties in Worcester last week
for $625.

• ••
Mr. James H. Dudley is repairing the interior of his hotel at the Center, which
will doubtless contribute towards making it a still more popular resort for city
visitors during the summer months.
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A large party from Thompson in a fine Turnout took supper Tuesday night at
J.H. Dudley's.

• ••
1906, an antique: An interesting relic has been brought down from the attic of

Masonic Building.1 It is the old Moses Hill Tavern2 sign, described and illustrated in the history of the town of Douglas. On one side is a coat of arms with
"E Pluribus Unum" at the bottom; on the other side is the national eagle with
the words "Sub. Lib. Tat. Plasi Dam." At the bottom can be seen, Moses Hill
Tavern, 1800.
The sign was originally painted and hung in 1793 and was repainted with
another design seven years later. The old cellar hole opposite the residence of
Lemuel H. Cunliff is about all that remains of the old tavern, which in its day
was noted on the Boston and Hartford Turnpike. It was built before the
Revolution, Captain Caleb Hill being its first proprietor.

Moses Hill Tavern sign - painted three times, the
last time in 1800. This 1875 engraving is an exact
duplicate of the original.

'standing; corner of Depot and Cottage streets
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Railroad Station, Douglas Center, 1908. No longer standing.

Trains
The Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad laid down the first railroad track
through Douglas in 1853. The new railroad made marked improvements in the habits
of the people and also created a spirit of enterprise among the inhabitants of Douglas.
The B.H. & E. continued ownership of the line until the early 1870s at which time
it became the New York & New England railroad. The N.Y. & N.E. operated until 1895
when the Morgan interests took control and named it the New York, New Haven &
Hartford Railroad.
The railroad opened up a new world for the people of Douglas, who were now
able to leave the rural community for trips to Boston, Hartford, New York and way
stations. The depot was a bustling and thriving operation with passenger and freight
business. Surrounding towns all used the Douglas depot and it was a common sight to
see buggies and stages draw up to deposit or pick up passengers.
The railroad gave industries of the town direct communication with the best
markets and splendid facilities for transportation. The Douglas Axe Company, W.E.
Hayward Woolen Company and the Schuster Woolen Company utilized the freight
trains for their raw materials and for shipping finished goods to their destinations. The
trains left box cars on the sidings and backed up onto the trestle coal cars which
emptied their contents onto the ground, where the dealers bagged the coal and
delivered it directly to their customers.
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1908, Douglas Center Railroad Station. Camp Meeting is over and some of the thousands who attended are about to board one of the extra passenger trains put into service.

The New York and New England Railroad, 1895.
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Although the railroad gave impetus to industries and a comfortable means of
travel for people which got them "into the outside world", the role of the horse was not
diminished at all. Horses had to draw the stages and buggies to the depot and also the
large wagons to pick up the materials and to deliver goods to the freight cars for shipping; the role of the horse in everyday life of Douglas remained the same.

Bo$ton, Hartford & Erie R.R.

iilllllci

Sm

Depot at foot of Summer St.. Boston.
Ou and after Dec. 20, 1860, Trains wii( run
as follows:

Cars-Leave Boston for

W:IL PARKER,Gen'I Sup't, Boston.
All F,:eight received at 10 A. hI. will be
forw,u·<led to Boston · and Providence the
same .Jay.
.
All F~ght for Nuw York received at 12
M,, will,be forW:.uded.the same day.

l,

Southbridge and way Stations, 8.00 A ."M.
and s.so P. M.
Putnam, 8.00 A. M., 3.:3':l, 6.15 P. M.
E,ist Douglas, 8.00 A. M., 3.:10, G.15 P. :\I.

o,

MORlUiiL, Station Agent,
East Douglas, M11.ss.

Cars Leave for B »ston,
Southbridge and w:i.y stations;" 8.50 A. M .

• 30P.M.
Putnam, 3.00, 7.30 A. l\I., 3.55 P. M.
Eist Dougtas.,.S.1:3 A. M., 4.42 P. l\L

Cars. Ieave E,1.st Duug las for
Southbridge and way station 10.22 A. l\I.
5.47 P.M.
Putnam 10.22 A. M., 5.47, 7.52 P. M.
New York 7.5i P. xr,
8.1:l A. M. and 4.42 P. M. trains connect at
Blaekstone for Providence and Worcester.
10.22 A. M. anI 5.47 P. xr. trains connect
at Putnam for Norwich awl way stations.
7 .. A. M. train stops at Putnam, Danielsou ville, Norwich, New London and New
York.

u

EAST

·

DOlJGLAS

AND

Wor-cester Express.

Iii

g

Leave Manehaug on Mond~ys,
Wednesdays and Fridays, regular·
iy, at 6.30 A. M.; Sutton Centre at

A • .M.

Leave S. R. Leland & Son's Music Store,
Worcester, at 3 P. M. on each of the above
days.

Office at Kendall's Store, East Doug-

las. 30 GEO. L. DARLING,Proprietor.

News releases from the railroad station:
1870s and 1880s
FATAL ACCIDENT. Bruce Howard, a fireman on the Boston, Hartford & Erie
Railroad, was fatally injured Monday, by being knocked from the top of a car
passing through a bridge. He was not missed until the train reached East
Douglas, when upon going back, he was found lying by the track in a lifeless condition.

Engine No. 19, on the B.H. & E. Railroad, upon which Bruce Howard was
engaged as a fireman at the time of his melancholy death, passed this station
Wednesday and Thursday draped in mourning.
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The steam boat train over the B.H. & E. Railroad commenced running on
Thursday, April 3, 1869, and will stop at Douglas Station, leaving at 7.41. The
train, going west, will be a great convenience to our businessmen. The "Boat
Train," as it is called, goes to New London where passengers transfer to a boat
for New York.

aw aw aw
The first train on the double track of the N.Y. & N.E. Railroad went through
from Boston to Willimantic this past week.

1908 - Mr. Brown, left.station agent at Douglas Center, and Mr.
Daly, mail carrier.

A new train, said to be the fastest in the United States, went through on the
New England Railroad for the first time. It was a paper train carrying the New
York World and making the distance between New York and Boston in six
hours and forty five minutes.

aw aw aw
For the month ending Nov. 30, 1887, the shipment of wood from this station
was: 180 cords oak, 87 chestnut, 106 pine, 250 ties and 40,000 feet dry
lumber.
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Stone Arch Bridge on Wal/um Pond Road. Photo taken before the laying of the second track in the mid1880s.

A great pastime, waiting for the afternoon train, 1908.
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The Ghost Train, 1891; Eugene Potter in 1897.
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The Ghost Train
In 1891 the New York & New England Railroad, pressed to attract more customers, came up with an original idea which placed their crack Limited in the
forefront.
The cars of this speedy train were all painted white and dubbed by the Railroad
the "White Train," which the public quickly and joyously changed to the "Ghost
Train."
The train was made up of seven of the Pullman Palace Car Company's finest rolling stock - parlor car and baggage combine, royal buffet car, smoker, dining car,
coaches and parlor cars. All of the cars were equipped with Baker heaters and Pintsch
gas illumination. The parlor cars were fitted out with velvet carpets, silk draperies and
white silk curtains; the deep and comfortable chairs were upholstered in old-gold
plush.
The "Ghost Train" was an awesome sight as it sped through the gathering dusk
of Douglas, the white cars reflecting the fireglow from the engine as the fireman kept
up the required head of steam.
The fireman wore white overalls and the train crew wore white caps with gold
trim. The engineer wore a white duster, white cap, white gloves and was none other
than Eugene Everett Potter, born in Douglas on the 29th day of December, 1853. At the
young age of 19 Potter started his railroading career firing on the Boston, Hartford &
Erie. His abilities were soon recognized and in 1878 he was set up as engineer of the
fast "Washington Express."
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The railroad knew it had a valuable property in Gene Potter and its glamorous
new train. On the 13th of March, 1891, the first run of the "Ghost Train," Engine No.
167, achieved fame for the railroad and engineer Eugene E. Potter.
Potter was known as a "fast runner," always on schedule, roaring his express
through Connecticut and onward to Boston. On one of his fast runs, from Willimantic to
Boston, he barrelled through Douglas at a mile a minute. the train sheet showed a
scorching run of 62 miles in 54 minutes and on another, 51 miles in 47 minutes.
When the New York, New Haven and Hartford assumed ownership of the line in
1895, the "Ghost Train" was discontinued and painted a drab color. Its successor, the
Air Line Limited, still had Eugene Potter at the throttle.
1884 to 1908
Eugene Potter, engineer of the Air Line Limited, returned to Boston today
after passing a few days with Chandler Titus at Douglas Center.

Forty from East Douglas today went on the excursion of New York, New
Haven & Hartford railroad to Providence, and other points.

Train No. 184 in charge of conducter Monahan, burst some of its boiler tubes
in this town Saturday afternoon. Another engine was sent for but five hours
were consumed in waiting.

The first excursion of the season leaves East Douglas at 8:37 and Douglas at
8.32 for Boston and resorts in that vicinity. One dollar to Boston & Nantasket
and return is the excursion rate.

aw aw aw
The knuckle of the coupler at the forward end of smoking car No. 663, on
eastbound train No. 112, of the Midland division, New York, New Haven &
Hartford railroad, broke as the train was being slowed down at the East
Douglas station at 8.09 this forenoon. When the coupler broke, the cars ahead
of the smoking car pulled away from it, disconnecting the air pipes.
The snapping of the pipes set the air-brakes suddenly, and the train came
to a stop with a jolt. The damaged car was shunted onto the siding and
was left behind.
The loss of the car meant no smoking until the train reached Franklin,
where another smoking car was joined to the train.

Frank F. Young has a hunch that the New York, New Haven & Hartford
railroad is going to do something to his land. He is ready to meet the railroad
people half way, if they show a disposition to be met, or he is willing to fight
them any way they select. A few weeks ago a gang of construction men came
along from somewhere and built fences beside the tracks whenever the old
fences were becoming worn.
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It chanced that the workmen saw the old fence between Frank F. Young's
15 acre pasture lot and the tracks, and considered it weak and unavailing. So it
was up with a new fence, a perfectly good one of wire. The new one was not set
up exactly on what Mr. Young regards as the boundary between his land and
the tracks. It was put 15 feet or more inside Mr. Young's land, if Mr. Young
knows his own boundary, and he thinks he does.
When Mr. Young first saw the new fence, he bethought him of getting it
removed by orderly process of law. Then it occurred to him that litigation is a
pretty slow process. A second thought was to yank the fence up and stand the
consequences. Monday, Mr. Young had some leisure, and he went out with a
shovel and an ax and made an onslaught on the 500 feet of railroad company's
wire fence. He spent three or four hours digging and hacking, and when he
started homeward 500 feet of wire fence with the supporting posts lay upon
the land that it so recently been protecting. Mr. Young has nailed "No Trespassing" signs to a few frees near the tracks, and says if the railroad people
intrude again, they had better look out for themselves.

January 15, 1884. -One of our good clergymen decided to take a trip on the
N.Y. & N.E. railroad. He was a trifle late, and the train had already started
when he reached the depot. Giving chase, however, he caught hold of the railing of a car, the train slacking meanwhile, for his accommodation, and essayed
to get on; but it being terribly slippery, he fell at each attempt until the train
came to a standstill. He then got aboard and was met by the conductor who
savagely remarked that if he had known he had been so drunk he'd be damned
if he would have stopped the train. The friends of the reverend gentleman
were justly indignant that he should have exhibited himself so publicly in such
a condition.

Automobiles
During this period of 1868-1908, newspaper reports of the automobile covered
but a short five years.
In the early part of 1905 a young lady of Douglas wrote:
In the fall of 1903 my father attended an auto show in Boston and ordered an
Oldsmobile Runabout which was delivered in 1904, the first auto in East
Douglas. I was the first female to drive a car and I took Deputy Sheriff Edwin
Heath for his first auto ride.

The automobile was such a curiosity that everything about it quickly made the
news.
An automobile party from Worcester were the guests of Erastus Chase
and wife.

• ••
A young dog owned by William Scribner, while at play, in front of Balcom's
block Saturday afternoon, was run over and killed by the automobile owned by
W.S. Schuster. As the carriage was going slow at the time, no blame was
attached to the driver.
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William H. Cook has purchased a new "Yale" motor cycle. It is a beauty.

Charles J. Batcheller has purchased a Franklin automobile.

Hon. Winfield S. Schuster and a party on an automobile ride Saturday afternoon, got stalled between Upton and Milford and had to make use of steam and
trolley cars, and also carriages to return to their homes .

•••
Chauffeur William G. Howes, was thrown from W.S. Schuster's 35-horsepower auto when it struck a telephone pole on Manchaug hill this afternoon.
Except for bruises on his leg, he was not hurt, although the car was partly
wrecked and the pole was broken in three pieces. Howes was running the car
from Manchaug when he saw E.L. William's bus ahead of him on its afternoon
trip to East Douglas.
He passed the bus on its left side and swerved the car toward the center of
the macadam road. Then the car instead of swinging into its course, cavorted
across the road on a slant. Before the chauffeur could work the wheel so as to
set the car on its course again, it had left the roadway on the right side and the
brass capped hub of the left forward wheel struck the pole.
Henry Myette, the driver of the bus, said he couldn't make out just what
happened so great was the dust and so quick was the accident. He thinks the
car did not flop over. Anyhow, when the men looked to see what had become of
it, it was resting squarely on its wheels.
The frame was wrenched, its brass work battered and its tonneau split.
Myette said that after seeing Howes tossed out he expected to find him killed
and was surprised to see him spring up before the dust had settled. Howes
said the car was probably going 25 miles an hour, when it hit the pole. He also
said that when he realized that he could not avoid the accident, he threw on the
brake.

• ••
Frank Bird has purchased a Maxwell Runabout automobile .

•••
Rev. George E. Barber has a Franklin light Touring car .

•••
Jesse B. Sweet and wife visited friends in Rhode Island Sunday. The trip was
made in their automobile.

The new motor car of the "Manchaug, Douglas and Whitinsville Limited" has
not yet been put into commission but is is expected every day. The carriage
will run from Manchaugthrough East Douglas to Whitins station. The fare will
be 25¢ between East Douglas and Whitins and 35¢ between Manchaug and
Whitins.
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AUTO ROUTE TRIPS START
The automobile pleasure car of the Uxbridge, Whitinsville & Douglas Rapid
Transit Co. was begun between Whitins station and East Douglas, where
regular trips are to be made, with an occasional trip between Uxbridge and
East Douglas.
The car is driven by chauffeur Robert McMahon and will carry about 20
people. The average time required for the trip between East Douglas and
Uxbridge is 40 minutes.

14 h.p. 1'1axwell

Runabout

$825 t. o. b. factories
Speed : 35-40 miles per hour-20

miles per gallon of gasoline

MR. BUSINESS MAN :
When you attempt to solve your own transportation problem-and
you will have to try its solution soon, if you want to keep abreast of
modern business development-you do not want the high-priced car, nor
the one that is complicated of design or difficult of operation.
You want the SIMPLEST there is, for in mechanics as well as in
business the SIMPLEST IS THE BEST AND MOST EFFICIENT as well as
the CHEAPEST.
Next time you meet a Maxwell motorist, stop him. Ask him how
he likes the three-point suspension, the multiple-disc clutch, the strong
shaft drive, and the many other features that are exclusive Maxwell inventions, and imitated by our followers.
There is only one reply : The Maxwell is the SIMPLEST IN CONSTRUCTION, and the MOST RELIABLE AND MOST ECONOMICAL IN
OPERATION.
Or ask us. Let me tell you all about the Maxwell, and the reasons
why our cars are SUPERIOR TO ANYTHING ON WHEELS.
If you have any use for transportation at all-every business man has
-it will pay you to investigate the Maxwell. Your automobile knowledge
is not complete without a thorough knowledge of the Maxwell line for 1908.
FactoriesTarrytown,

N. Y.

New Castle, Incl.
Pawtucket, R. I.
Chicago, Ill.

~~

President
Maxwell·Briscoe
Motor Co.
Members A. M. C. M.A.

Dept, A, 9 WYCKOFF STREET, TARRYTOWN, N. Y,
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aw aw aw
Ten or twelve automobiles in the endurance race from Worcester, passed
through the Center Saturday, and attracted considerable notice.
aw aw aw
Mrs. Addie Mix recently enjoyed her first ride in an automobile.Mrs. Mix's
grand nephew, Mr. Dudley of Webster, who owns a touring car, gave her a
"Spin." Mrs. Mix, who is 82 years old, greatly enjoyed her experience as
an autoist.
aw aw aw
Charles J. Batcheller has received his new touring car which was ordered
three months ago. It is a 30-horse power Detroit and is a beauty.

One horse open sleigh, 1894.
Automobiles were a novelty; they were unusual and strange. Whenever one was
parked on the Main Street, it aroused the attention of the passersby who stopped and
intently examined the vehicle, shaking their heads in amazement.
The very few who did own automobiles found that this new way of travel was not
without problems. During the driving season, from Spring to Fall, the motorists not
only encountered many problems with their vehicles, but also found the roads to be
extremely rough and dusty. Then in the Winter, with the cold, snow and unplowed
roads, the automobile owners had to set their cars up on blocks in the barn, thus forcing
them once again to rely on the horse and sleigh.
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Eighth Part

Industries, Businesses and Mills
East Douglas was a thriving village where all was life and activity and unmistakable evidence to the industry of the people, who for the major part were employed by
the mills and industries along the banks of the Mumford River. The river provided the
power for the busy hum of the triphammers in the numerous shops of the Axe company
and also for a cotton goods factory, the Hayward Woolen Company near the Lower
Village, the Schuster Woolen Company down at Gilboa, two grist mills and other
enterprises.
To ensure a predictable water flow for power, dams were built along the river.
The dams created the millponds which delivered the water steadily during the operation of the mills and replenished themselves when the mills were idle.
The manufacturing history of the Town and selected occupations from the 1875
Census of Massachusetts presented an interesting panorama. In addition to the industries and the merchants, there were four clergymen, three physicians, two dentists,
one optician, a coroner, two undertakers, seven dressmakers, two tailors, two florists,
six Justices of the Peace, two jewelers, two auctioneers, two artists, one photographer,
sixteen teachers, 510 housewives, twelve domestic servants, fourteen blacksmiths,
and in the outlying areas of the Village there were 184 farmers.

Industries
The first of the industries in town was the Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company, a huge enterprise which stretched a mile along the river with its four plants: the
Upper works at the bottom of Mechanic Street, The Lovett Shop on Cook Street, the
Howe Works at the Lower Village and the Gilboa Works in that section of the town.
From the 1850s on the town grew and flourished. It was a period of prosperity,
one which witnessed an ever-increasing population, the building of many homes, business blocks, shops and stores. The Axe Company had a profound effect on the community which resulted in the most notable chapter of the town's history.
In the beginning years a watchman would climb into the factory belfry of the Axe
Company long before dawn, and with a tin horn blow a series of loud blasts to rouse the
workers from their heavy sleep. In time the horn was replaced by a bell and later on the
bell was also replaced, this by mighty blasts from the steam whistle.
The Axe Company designed and manufactured tools which controlled the
domestic market and secured a world-wide reputation, winning awards and medals at
the World's Fair in London and at the Paris and Vienna Expositions.
The company produced axes, hatchets, scythes, adzes and swords and bayonets
during and after the Civil War. The success of the company was due to an ingenious
method of embedding fine British Sheffield steel in the bit of the axe, which insured a
good cutting edge for years.
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The Upper Works of the Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company, located at the bottom of Mechanic
and B streets. No longer standing. 1875 engraving.

The Howe Works of the Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company, at Lower Village. No longer
standing. 1875 engraving.
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1870s
A ship load of iron for the Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company, which started from Liverpool more than a month ago, has twice been obliged to put back
on account of a serious break in the machinery of the vessel.

The case of axes and edge tools which the Douglas Axe Company have been
for several months preparing for exhibition at Paris, is completed and
shipped.
Mr.Wm. H. Moore sailed for Paris on Wednesday to attend to setting up of
the case, etc. This exhibit is to surpass any previous attempt of the Company.
The size of the case is 18 feet high by 26 feet long and 6 feet in depth. It is constructed with a double back with passage between to admit the person handling the tools. The background of the case is dark broadcloth, and the front
three mammoth panes of glass. The case is to contain about 900 tools, so
arranged as to form stars, diamonds, crosses, circles, semi-circles, etc., all
being in perfect symmetry.
The tools are all of the most perfect workmanship and of the utmost niceity
of finish. This company was the eleventh American firm that applied for space,
consequently they have a very favorable site for their exhibit - facing the
Grand Avenue.

The low water necessitated closing all departments of the Ax shops, except
the Bitt shop, which is run by steam power, at 11 A.M. today. Whitins reservoir, which supplies the shops, has almost no water in it, and heavy rains are
needed at once.

The huge grindstones used at the Axe Works were about seven feet in diameter,
quarried in Douglas and Uxbridge, then hauled to the factory by yokes of oxen. During
the grinding process the stones revolved several hundred times a minute and now and
then, a stone would "burst." In one such instance a 500 pound piece of grindstone was
sent through the roof of the building and another piece was hurled which struck and
shattered machinery.·
The single most dangerous occupation in axe manufacturing was that of grinding. This, of course, was done on the large, rapidly whirling grindstones over which the
grinders bent - to wear away the hard metal of the axe, a task which in many cases
resulted in what was called "Grinder's Consumption."

The Gilboa Works, Douglas Axe Company; no longer standing. 1875 engraving.
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A view of the Lovett Shop of the Axe Company taken from the banks of the Mumford River. To the
right of the shop is a wooden annex, the Axe Works office and the Methodist Church. The Lovett Shop
still stands.

GRINDER'S CONSUMPTION

East Douglas Man Gives Up Struggle
After Year's Illness
William John McQuillen, aged 45, died at 12.20 today at Bunker's' boarding
house, Main Street, after a year's sickness of grinder's consumption. Mr.
McQuillen had been at Bunker's boarding house for many years, during which
he worked in the grind shop of the American Axe and Tool Company. About a
year ago his failing health compelled him to give up work, and since that time
he has had no hope of ultimate recovery. The disease of which McQuillen died
today attacks all grinders, and is usually fatal. It is caused by the permeation of
the lungs by the fine dust which flies from the grindstones when axes or other
steel implements are ground.

From 1889 to 1892, the famous Douglas Axe Company was incorporated into the
American Axe and Tool Company of Pennsylvania. By 1901 there were frequent news
reports to the effect that the Axe Works were to be removed to Glassport, Pennsylvania, and that Douglas would accordingly cease to exist. The officials of the company here conceded that eventually the Douglas Axe Works would be moved to the
Pennsylvania town.
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'no longer standing; was on corner of Main and Cook streets

<'jor~~~: ... ~!
The Douglas Axe Manufacturing Company Office; still stands on the corner of Main and Cook streets.
1899 photograph.
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Foremen and workers at the Howe Works at the Lower Village. 1875 photograph.

,,

Douglas Axes, 1875.
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The Worcester Spy gave special prominence to the rumors and published a glowing account of what Douglas would be when the Axe Shops were gone. A local merchant
who made his weekly trip to Providence was greeted in all the wholesale stores with
expressions of sympathy over his town's approaching loss. And in 1905 all kinds of Axe
rumors flew around the town that the Axe Works would be concentrated at the Lower
Village Plant. The reports proved to be correct for by 1908 the Upper Works of the Axe
Company were deserted.
In addition to the Axe Works, two other industries sprang up along the banks of
the Mumford River. In 1880 the first mill in Douglas to manufacture woolen goods was
started by William E. Hayward of Uxbridge. The mill produced a fine grade of cloth for
topcoats, overcoats, mackinaws, skirting and for other desired clothing.

Exhibit of Douglas Axes in Paris, 1877. The company was awarded a medal for the expert display of the
world-renowned Douglas Axe. 1877 photograph.
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The Hayward Woolen Company on North Street. Still standing. As of this printing, the building is
empty. 1908 photograph.

Shortly after this beginning of the woolen industry in town, Winfield S. Schuster
of Pittsfield, Massachusetts joined the firm and some years later was taken into
partnership by Mr. Hayward. Then during the 1890s Walter E. Schuster of Adams,
Massachusetts came to the mill and like his older brother Winfield S., he too became a
member of the partnership.
By 1900 or so, the demands of the Hayward Company's woolen goods increased
to such an extent that the officers of the company decided to erect another mill further
down the river at Gilboa. The new plant, known as the Schuster Mill, was dedicated
with elaborate ceremonies in 1904.

Photograph of the Schuster Woolen Company at Gilboa, 1908. Standing, now Guilford Industries.
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The mill, sister mill of the W.E. Hayward Company, was owned by the Schuster
Woolen Company, Inc., which in reality was officered by men interested in the W.E.
Hayward Company., which was a partnership including W.E. Hayward, W.S. Schuster,
W.E. Schuster and others. The new mill, under the experienced direction of W.S.
Schuster, broadened its variety of styles and in particular gent's suitings which had a
countrywide reputation.
1905
The Schuster Woolen Company Mills at Gilboa started under a new time
arrangement Monday. They will run five days until 10 minutes of 6 and close
Saturday at 20 minutes after 12 .

•••
The mills are now running 54 hours a week providing for a half holiday on
Saturday afternoons.

Businesses
The main street of Douglas was a bustling business district where shops and stores
of all descriptions offered a large variety of goods, supplies and services.
Evidence of prosperity abounded. The buildings were kept thoroughly painted
inside and out, presenting an attractive appearance to the patrons and the public. A
tasteful array of goods was pleasingly displayed in the large glass store fronts; inside,
the shelves were heavy with everything for ladies, gentlemen and children.
The signs over the doors were tastefully done, some painted in handsome gilt
letters and shaded with brown on a dark blue background. Hitching posts were conveniently placed and at sundown the lamplighter, with lantern and ladder, would make
his rounds to provide people with some illumination for evening shopping and activities.
Among the 36 or so stores and offices on the street, a few of the services and
goods available were corsets, ladies and gents boots, hardware, a studio for photographs, stoves, gold watches, groceries, calico prints, bonnets, flour, grain and seed,
furniture, crockery, tailor, dressmaker, physician, pharmacy, tobacco, a billiard room
and a saloon. Added to these were the home deliveries of groceries, meat, fish, milk,
coal and ice.
Those who lived in the outlying areas came to town each Saturday for provisions,
of which they purchased amounts for an entire week.
Most of the buildings which housed these stores, shops and offices were called
"Blocks," such as Thayer's Block, the Paine Block, Balcome's Block, Hopkin's Block
and the Knowlton Block.
In the late 1860s Mr. Bean and Mr. Logee of this town perfected a new type of
washing machine which they called "The Douglas Washer." Several years later in May
of 1870, the inventors secured a patent for the washer which they claimed was the
"Best Washing Machine in the World." That same year Mr. Logee erected a building on
upper Main Street for the manufacture of the new product. When it was displayed to
the public in this vicinity and beyond, the washer was not readily accepted. The sales
were but few, which in time forced the abandonment of the project. Suel Logee then
converted the building to one of carriage making, harness repair and painting, a business which he called the Logee Carriage Manufactory.1
'no longer standing; was at fork of Main and West streets
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1906 - The Amos Goodness Cigar and Tobacco Store, with a pool room in the rear. No longer standing, lot unoccupied.
1870-1890
A.F. Jones has just received a new lot of boy's sleds. No article could be selected for a Christmas or New Year's present that would please the boys
better.

Thirty seven pairs of old boots were handed in to Daniel Kelley's shoe shop for
repairs, one day last week. We are glad to learn that his business is increasing.

• ••
W.H. Kendall, alive to the wants of the ladies, has just added to his stock a new
perfume for the hankerchief - "Love Among the Roses," - which will no
doubt penetrate every lady's toilet case in town.

Mr. Seth N. Jones, who recently bought out the butchering business of his
brother, Ezra Jones, has just sent out a brand new horse, harness and meat
cart, all in tiptop style.

Mrs. Lucius S. Whipple is selling out her stock of millinery goods at cost. It is
an excellent opportunity for the ladies of this vicinity to get that "love of a bonnet" or a fashionable hat, with "fixins," for which they are sighing.
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BE

LOG[[. Pattntee~ an~ anuf1far1s.
EAST uuuGlAS, MASS.
i\gP-nt.

1870 - Broadside advertising the Douglas Washer, which was manufactured at the Logee Shop on
Main Street. No longer standing; a residence is now on the site.
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The upper part of the Rogerson Building,' formerly occupied by Mr. M.M.
Luther as a tenement, is to be fitted up for the use of C. Williams, manufacturer
of clothing.

The great closing sale at Walker's still continues. Hard pan prices. Opening of
a nice display of holiday goods next week. Useful presents for all. Come
everybody.

A cool and refreshing drink, A.]. Kirby's "Temperance Beer."

Excellent ice cream and soda may be found at Stillman Russell's news depot.

E.P. Heath & Co. are about to build a slaughter house near Stillman Caswell's.

• ••
Herbert Farnum of the local co-operative store, is soon to open a grocery store
in Balcome' s Block.2 Mr. Farnum is a man of integrity and will doubtless draw
a good share of the public patronage.
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'standing; same as Simpson's Saloon, now Valley Market
•standing; long building next to Methodist Church

Thayer's Block on Main Street, destroyed by fire in 1909. On its site is now the Wixtead Building
(Lynch Pharmacy). The engraving was made in 1878.
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Central Block,

East Douglas.

CLOSING-OUT SALE & REIOV lL I
In inaugurating this Mammoth Sale yom attention is invited to critically
examine the following quotations:

KID GLOVES.

DRESS GOODS.

BOOTS & SHOES.

I

10,000 Yards
Best Standard Prints 3c per yard.
Three bales 40-inch Old Continental Cotton 7 c per yard.
Fourteen pieces heavy Red Twilled Ftannel 22c.
36-inch Flannel Dress Goods 23c.
Black Silks sold for $1.50, now 97c.
Silk warp Henriettas i2c.
Black Cashmeres 25c to 58c.
Twenty-eight pieces Col'd T)ress Goods
5c per yard.
54-inch Tricot Flannel 6lc.
All shades Plushes, Velvets, Fringes,
Braids and Gimps, in profusion.
15,000 yards Hamburgs, almost given
away.

Newest Importations at half the former
Mens' Rubber Boots. best quality, rlounprices.
le-thick ball. $1.85.
Owing to the lateness _of the season we
Ladies' and Misses' lamb's wool lined
find we are overstocked in
$1.
Mens' Rubbers 38c; Women's 23c; Mises' 20c; Chilcl's 1,;c.
Mens' Heavy Kip Boots, double sole.outIt will be for vour interest to examine side tap, $1 .48.
Mens' calf, medium and light, $1.50 1.0
goods and prices in this department.
Ladies' and Chilclrens'
$2.38.
Ladies' best French Kiel Button Boots,
sold everywhere at $4, our price $2.28.
Real Dongola Walkenphast, warranted.
$2.38.
Best straight Goat $1.G5. American
Marked at half-price to close out.
Kiel $1. Glove Calf Button SJ.25.

UNDER,VEAR.

Cloaks and Cloakings 1
CLOTHING.

24 Styles of Slippers at half price ..

YARNS.

247 Mens' and Boys' Overcoats from $2
The balance of our
to $1 !.
Look at our Mens' all wool Pants at 7:'5c
3000 skeins best Germantown lie per
Unlaundered Shirts, pure linen bosoms,
skein.
38c.
Best Scotch Yarn 25c.
Mens' outside Shirts 25c.
240 lbs. best Imported Shrunk Saxony
We challenge comparison in our Mens'
12 i-se per skein.
4 ba!1s best Ball Yarn 25c.
$5 suits.
at 5c per roll.
Boys' School Suits $2.
Berlin Zephyrs 5c per lap.

WALL PAPERS

Every Department Fnll to Overflowing and the Goods Must Go.
It would be almost an endless task to enumerate the numerous bargains to be found in
our immense stock. This great sale will prove a perfect Bonanza to those who are about
to select useful articles that will be needed in every family the coming winter.
(B2if'Sale to be continued until the entire stock passes through the doors.
and secure the bargains.

CEO. H. WALKER.
BOSTON STORE - advertisement.

Come early

•••
Ritchie and Thompson are the experienced bakers who are to open the new
bakery in Balcome's block. It will be a good of an accommodationto many of
our residents.

• ••
A fine assortment of Christmas cards and an elegant music box, whichattracts
a good deal of attention, may be seen at the drugstore.
Reminder: Many a day's work is lost by sick headache, caused by indigestion and stomach troubles. DeWitt's Little Early Risers are the most effectual
pill for overcoming such difficulties.S. Russell, druggist, East Douglas.
The busiest place in town was the general store 1 on Main Street where just about
everything could be purchased. The store was owned and operated by Mr. E.N.
J enckes, a gentleman who had a reputation for treating his customers with perfect fairness at all times.
In the grocery section of the store there were baskets, crates, crockery and
earthenware. A large scale was used to weigh up amounts of flour, salt and sugar taken
from 100 pound bags and barrels. The shelves were stocked with tins and wooden
boxes which contained cheese, lard, codfish, soap, mustard, nuts, teas and coffee.
There were also patent medicines, extracts, spices, herbs, tobacco, snuff and matches.
Next to the groceries there was a large desk, about four feet high, where all purchases
were entered into large ledger books. Across from the desk were pots, pans, pails,
washboards and other tinware items.
Ol'

PELl.ET.S.

PERFECTLY H.A.RMLESSI
As a LO'Ell

PILL,

tbey are tJnequaJed

1

'X'A:KSI..
Beware of Imitations. which contain Poisonous M:inera!a.Alway1·askfor
Dr. Pierce's Pellets, which are little Sugar-coated Pills,
or Anti-bilious Granules. ONE PELLET A DOSE.

S:i.M:.ALLEST,

Sold by Druggists.
25 Cents a Vial.
BEING
PURELV
VEGETABLE,
Dr. Pterce's Pellets operate without disturbance to
the system, diet, or -oocupatton. Put up in gla•s
vials,
ble.

hermetica1ly
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sealed.

.Ali:v<\ye fre9b and reha-

As a gentle Jaxattve, aJterauve,

purgative,

or active
they give the most perfect satisfaction.

SICK

CHE.Al?:JlilST,

EA.S:[l:)ST

TO

HEADACHE,

Billous
Headache,
Dizziness,
Constipation,
l11digel!ltJ011,
Bilious
Attacks, and all derangements of the stomach and bowels, are promptly relieved and r,f'rmanently cured by the use of Dr.
Pierce's
Pellets.
In explanation of their remedial
power over so ~reRt R variety of diseases, it may
truthfully be said that their action upon the system is universal, not •
gland or tissue escaping their sanative influence.
Maoofnctnred by WORLD'S DISPENS!RY JIEDIC!L .lSSOCU.Tl01',

'Standing; now the Douglas Historical Society's E.N. Jenckes Store and Museum

BUFF.A.LO,

N"-

"'!IL".

The shelves, counters and glass show cases in the dry goods section carried
ladies and mens wear, items for children, lacings, trimmings, hosiery, handbags,
colored prints, fancies, carpeting, tall hats and boots, all of these being but some of the
saleables stocked.
Some of Mr. Jenckes' customers, especially those who lived in the outlying areas,
would barter an order in exchange for cord wood, fruits, vegetables and fresh eggs.
On the front porch of the store could be found a grindstone, bulletin board, posters tacked on the side of the building, barrels, boxes and a long wooden settee which
was a favorite place where customers could pause to rest and catch up on the latest
news in the town.
The drivers of the delivery wagons set out on their routes to see customers
whose needs were written down in an account book. The following day these orders
were filled and placed in wooden boxes for deliveries to the homes. The routes of the
drivers were in the village and its outskirts, while those living in the outer areas had to
drive into town for their provisions.

SPRING STYLES
In selecting your spring and summer hats be
sure anu call at

LUKE CILLERAN'S
Where you 'Till find the largest a.ssortment
light and fancy colored

STIFF

In

HATS,

to be found in Woonsocket.

Headquarters

for ·

-Cents' Fine Neckwear.
Alio "lo'lall line or gents' 6ne rurnlsblng good soon·
sisting of

Kid Gloves, Hosiery, Underwear
&c.
A large stock Trunks

and Bags

_.Oonsta.ntly on hand. Snoiety goods snoli a,f
C,l.P!l, QIU,PEAU'S, SWORDS and BELTS, .a.o.,
J'llril.jlhfd. at Bhort ·11otloe, aud at reasonable

»l'MI·
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1900 through 1908
What was left of the Douglas Paint Co. was sold at 1 o'clock today by EdwinP.

Heath, deputy sheriff. The officers disposed of several hundred gallons of
paint and enamel and the implements used in the manufacture of these.
The Douglas Paint Co. was formed last autumn by George G. Woodbury of
Worcester. In April Woodbury and his associates abandoned their industry
and left town, leaving behind the equipment of the shop and an unpaid rent
bill. Sheriff Heath immediately attached the outfit for the creditors.

T.W.S. Ritchie, the East Douglas baker, is having a windmill erected in the
rear of his block, Main Street. W.R. Wallis, lumber dealer, contracted for putting up the windmill, which is to be used for pumping water into a 625 gallon
tank on top of the block.

It is not a common thing for a firm which has been in business, and desires to
continue, to celebrate their going out of business. Last year the firm of
Jeanotte & Hughes were one of those who had a liquor license and this year
made application but did not succeed in getting one.
But being thankful for past favors and wishing to show their good-will
towards those who had given their patronage in the past, conceived the idea of
providing a good time for a party of their friends to this end. Last week
Thursday was the time set for the event and on invitation of the firm a number
of persons made their way to Historic Bull Run1 on the Uxbridge road, at
which plenty of eatables, as well as drinkables, and everybody had their
fill.
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'area on left at beginningof Davis Street at Route 16

The Walter E. Jones Hardware Store, Main Street, 1908, gone. The former Schuster Mill garages
occupy the area.
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1895 - The People's Store was on the left side of the first floor of the Central Block, which burned
down in 1904.

'
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CC>C>EY'S

N on-ExplosiveCom bination
LAMP STOVE.
Safety! Economy! Comfort!
The only Oil .Stove that received a
medal at the Centennial Exhibition.
WATER WICKS INDISPENSABLE.

Thi-re can Le no explosion, as the water
tank is between the oil and the flame.

Price, complete, $15.
Price, Small Baker, $10.
With the large size baker you can bake
four loaves of bread, or four pies, at once; a
ten pound turkey in three hours ; or from
ten to fifteen pounds of beef in less time,
and cannot be surpassed for cake.
The small baker will bake two pies at a
time, in twenty minutes. Biscuits in fifteen;
bread in forty-five; six or right pounds of
beef or a chicken in two hours.
I have used Cooey's patent Oil Stove one
season side by side with the most celebrated
of other makes, and recommend ii as far superior Jo any of which I know.
In baking
qualities it is incomparably in advance of
all others,
Rev, L.A. BOSWORTH, Oakdale.

THE ''MAGEE''
synonymous of REST and koown fRr and wlrle ae such; how can lt be otherwtsev Ask auy of
the users; among whom 1 sue the following well known people of Douglus and 'fkiutty :
Mrs. A. F. Jones,
Mr~. M M. Luther,
.Mrs. Jt1lm Lawler,
Mr's, Pntr-lov Dermody,
:Mrs. Thos. wf xtead,
Mrs. Geo· Conrad,
Mrs. \V. E. ,JOA&S,
Mrs. Fred Chappell,
Mrs. Joseph Bowen,
M1·s. Chas Pierce,
Mrs. John U. Hubbard, l!rs. Jared Ooc eei-ac,
Mrs. Wm. Correll,
Mrs H. \V. Jones,
Mrs Henry Mowry.
Call at my store anr1 see the latest patterns 11f the "1\IAGEE" STOVE~ and RANGES. Prices
guaranted to be the lowest for cash or Installmeuta.
\V. E. ,JO~ES, East Douglas

People's Store,
EAST DOUGLAS.

I have used this Oil Stove in my family
for soma seven months, and find It a perfect
success in all kinds of cooking, and does all
work needed of a stove, and does it well.
Rev. W. l.l. BRIDGE, East Douglas.
Manufactured and for Sale by·

~es"t

db Jon.es,

138 Main St., Worcester.

tEV. W.M:. D. BRIDGE, Agent for
Douglas and vicinity.
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J.

W. JR V/lVG, Proprietor,

This Is truly the 1•.,ople's Store. Variety,
Quality anrt Price hnve com1Jlncdto make and
sustatu its claim upon all who arc wise to con·
sider their needs.

Groceries, Dry and Fancy Goods,
Boots, Shoes, Rubber's, Meu's and Lad les Hats.
Gloves, Underwear, Men's Furnishings, etc. A
full line of everj thing for general use and

Chrl-tmas Presents.
._..Sre the old man, Santa Claus, in the window
He says, Come In, and 1 will use you well.

1875 - Stillman Russell's Drugstore, standing on corner of Main and Pleasant streets. Now Hvizdos Liquors. Note mesh basket encircling tree trunk at right. These devices were intalled on shade
trees to discourage horses from nibbling on the bark while awaiting their owners' return.

Ea.st Douglas, Mass.,_J~;;{Z.$.187s,..,
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1870 - Patent model of the Douglas Washer.
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CUSTOM WOHK.

T-he subscriber has taken a room on Mechauic St., where he will make to order

Calf & Kip Boots.
All kinds of repairing of Boots, Shoes
and Rubbers promptly done.

H. N. LOUGEE,
Upper Main St. East Douglas.

Stock for Blacksmith's Aprons, const.antly
hand,
CO~IFORT CARPENTER.

011

SUEL LOHEE.

Blacksmith & Garria[B M'nf'r.
New and second-hand Carriages constantly on hand. New Carriages exchanged for
old. ~Repairing
promptly attended to.

Logee's Block, East Douglas.

Try That NBW Ink,
At G. J. Batchollor's.

WHEELWRIGHT AND
GENERAL BLACKSMITH.

Horse Shoeing and all kinds of Iron
Work.
Prompt Attention and Satisfaction
Guaranteed.
YOU WANT TO GET ALL
IFYOU
CAN FOR YOUR MONY BUY YOUR
)j.

Dry Goods,
MISS EMMA A. BOWEN,
of East Douglas, solicits

Pupils
for Instruction
on the Piano.
Reference, J.

GROCERIES,
BOOTS,
SEl:OES,

ASTOR BROAD.

RUBBEBS,,
REDUCED

CASH PRICE LIST OF

H.11.TS, C.11.PS,

Sewing Machines
Weed, Singer and Home.
Black Walnut Oiled Tabl.i,
$30.00
Black Walnut Oiled Half Case,
35,00
Black Walnut Fancy Half Case, with
Set of Side Drawers and Drop Leaf, 40.00
The NEW DOMESTIC, with Corner and Drop Leaf,
45,00
The MAGIC PLAITER, just what
every lady needs, the best in mar·
ket, only
1. 75

Also, Mowing Ma(Jhines, Horse
Rakes, Plows, Cultivators.
B.oad Scrapers, &c:
IRA WALLIS,
East Douglas.

CROCKERY,
Carpets k Furniture,
--OF--

S. W. HEATH & CO.
WHO OFFER THE

Greatest Bargains.
E, P.

HE.JITH,

.rlgt.

East Douglas, Mass.
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Dn.EYDOPl"EL'!J
BUH.Al: 80Al" ·,,·Bl!!l?ll.t'"ll'K K.~OWN JS
A.CKKOWLEDGED TO Bl: T!IF. ST ..•. ND.Al?D fF !:XCELLENCJ!,.
AND YOU llfAY OFTEN Hlo:AIL 1Hlt EXPRl:SSlON,
''Tl-11$ JS
A.S GOOD AS D1t~YDOl"1".Ei..'s.~1
Do
l'\OT BK l>KC.1:1\'t~D •
.\NT GROCE:lt "WILL GICT It FOR TOU, A.ND TLIU WII,!,
.41>:0 TO YOUi\ owx ·PLEAStl'lt& A.Nb l"RO f'IT Jn· u~ING
IT·
loLn
llf FUl,L 1•0U!oD }Ul'tS ONf,Y, A:"iD GcfARAt~·
t'EED TO GIVE lJETl'ER
S.t.H~F-~CTlON
iN wasn rxc
WOOLENS,
Tl,ANI'l:LS.
SILIS
AND .&LL PJN1' J'..t..DKlC3
'1:8.llf .4KT OTBl.R SOAP,

THE NEW

"VICTOR"
SEWING

MACHINE.

The only Lock-Stitch Machine
having a perfect self-setting nee<lle.
The most complete in the world, divesu-d of ever]!> loose and clumsy
attachment, and every delicate and
complicated contrivance, and to
anyone wishing to purchase a reliable and first-class machine, combining all the latest improvements
and inventions, without the complication of springs, cog wheels, or
<lelicate adjustments. the "Victor"
is offered without a rival.
All persons wishing to purchase a machine
are invited to call at the office of C.
WILLIAMS & CO., East Douglas,
Mass., agents for the towns ot
Douglas, Webster, Oxford, Sutton,
Millbury, Grafton, Northbridge,
Uxbridge, Mendon, Upton and
Milford.
All applications by mail or otherwise, will be promptly attended to
by A. F. BUFFINGTON,
Traveling Agen$.
ORGANDIE WAIST WITH APPLIED BASQUE.
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Thanksgiving orders for ice cream delivered free in this place by Abell Bros.
Order early by mail or telephone.

All of the milk dealers about town notified their customers this week that commencing Nov. 1, milk would be advanced to 6 cents a quart.
ilW ilW ilW

Along Pleasant Street, which borders the Second congregational common on
the East side, James Mason was walking at 10 o'clock this forenoon, shouldering a double-barreled shotgun. Beside being proprietor of a cigar and tobacco
shop, a shoe and rubber store, a restaurant and a public bathroom, Mr. Mason
has a hen business. All his chickens are of plymouth rock breed and are henhatched. Some days there would be three or four missing. Toward 6 o'clock
yesterday afternoon Mr. Mason saw a large black cat scuttling stealthily
across the lawn. Mr. Mason killed the cat. He says his hens must be protected.
ilW ilW ilW

The East Douglas Dry Goods Co. are stocking the store in the east end of
Balcome's Block and will open with a line of Ladies goods; they will run two
carts also.
ilW ilW ilW

The new one story building erected on Main Street by Charles Mercier is now
occupied as a fruit store.

Calendars for 1909 are much in evidence. Those presented by Edward N.
Jenckes are works of art.
ilW ilW ilW

The Boston Tailoring Co., in Mumford Block, has pulled up stakes and returned to Worcester after a three week's contest with the other two tailoring
establishments in town. May it be a "survival of the fittest," sayeth we.

The selectmen of Douglas, at their meeting today, gave Amos H. Goodness a
license for his poolroom in his building, Main street, below East Douglas postoffice. A condition on which the license was granted is that it shall become void
if Mr. Goodness allows any violation of the Sunday laws in his tobacco and
candy business which is carried on in an adjoining room in the same building.
There then will not be that tendency on the part of those who buy papers in the
store on Sunday to retire into the poolroom to lounge, as has been done in
the past.
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Mills
The grist, saw and other mills along the river and elsewhere in town were not
only places of business, but also gathering places like the Jenckes General store and
the post office. A large number of townspeople, at one time or another, stopped at one
or several of the mills to have grain ground and lumber sawed. In the heart of the
Village, between the Lovett Shop and the Axe Works and the Hayward Woolen Co.
stood the Eagle Grist Mill at the river. It was the oldest grist mill in Douglas, rebuilt
after the Revolutionary War and again in 1850. Some 30 years later the mill added the
grinding of bones and plaster to its regular business.
About a mile downstream was the Thayer saw and grist mill, the largest in
Douglas. The mill had a storage room for 6000 bushels of corn, 1600 bushels of oats, and
a carload of shorts. The saw mill was capable of sawing 2000 feet per day. The mill also
boasted of an eight foot fall of water for power.
Another in town was the Wellman Grist Mill up on Depot Street at Morse's Pond,
capable of storing 60 tons of grain.
1880s
A.J. Thayer has greatly enlarged his buildings and more than doubled the grist
mill facilities.1 The mill, formerly owned by Moses Knapp, has now two run of
French burr stones, two elevators and a com cracker.

Thayer's
Mills.
Constantlyon hand, at Wholesaleand
Retail,

Corn, Meal, Oats, Rye, Barley,
Shorts, Fine Feed, and
Baled Hay.

Compound for Horses and Cattle.
Order Slate at Post Office.

OAK, CHESTNUT AND PINE LUMBER.
Slabs for Fencing and Fuel.
W-Cnstom Sawing at Fair Prices.

Throughout the town there were four permanently situated saw mills and three
portable ones which were hired out and went from one woodlot to another. Occasionally owners would auction off the timber on a three- to five-acre parcel of land. The
Wallis Saw and Lumber Company was the largest mill, located on West Street and
operated by Joseph T., and then by his son Willie R. Wallis.
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'no longer standing; was saw and grist mill on Gilboa Street

View of Main Street from corner of Pleasant Street, 1900. At left is the Hunt House, built by Deacon Warren
Hunt as a wedding gift for his son, Francis. The house was destroyed by fire several years ago. At right is the
Joseph Lee place, now the site of the Simon Fairfield Public Library. Note lamplight on corner.

Main Street, looking east, 1897. From left: (portion) House on Main and Mechanic streets, still standing;
Hunt House; Lee place; Rogerson Building, now a market. The roof and chimneys of the East Douglas Hotel
are visible just beyond the Rogerson building.
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Lumbering is unusually brisk and saw mills are having plenty to do as advantage is being taken of the good sledding to roll in logs at a great rate.

A gang of men with a saw mill have moved onto the Converse wood lot and
intend to cut, saw and clean up the timber in six or seven weeks.

Oliver Emerson, now in his 82nd year, easily chops and cords up a cord of
wood in the woods in less than 9 hours. He rarely misses doing a full day's
work.

awaw•
Hard wood has taken an upward boom along with coal in this vicinity.
1900-1908
All of the timber and wood on the Douglas Poor Farm 1 will be sold at auction
Oct. 6th as voted at the last March Town Meeting.

William Buxton has moved his saw mill on the George Parker lot and will saw
for Walter Parker.

• ••
If you want either chestnut or pine timber, you will surely attend the sale
tomorrow, on the premises owned by the late Ezra Jones. There's a lot of it,
and it's good.

• ••
Wanted: A few hundred choppers and two or three horses to assist the
Selectmen in cutting off the three acre lot on Martin Road .

•••
Several improvements have been underway at the W.R. Wallis lumber mill
and more are contemplated. A new raceway was one of the principal additions.

Harry Lathrop has finished the lumber contract with B.F. Aldrich. He has
sawed 175,000 feet on the Aldrich lot. Some of the trees were very large and
one pine tree alone produced 2622 feet of sawed lumber, there being 782 feet
in the butt log, taking four horses to draw the same to the mill and five men to
handle it upon the carriage of the mill.
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'Standing; now the Downs Farm on South Street

Two absolute necessities were to keep warm during the long winter months and to
keep the ice-box cool during the hot summer. The coal season was from October to
April and the period from May to October was regarded as the ice season. The price of
ice stayed about the same for periods of time, whereas the cost of coal was always
determined in September, just before the heating season and then again March or
April when coal was no longer in demand.
Coal is going up in prices, but A.F. Jones is selling at summer prices. A good
time and place to buy.

• ••
Hard coal is a scarce and high priced commodityhere as well as elsewhere, wood is being used extensively for household purposes.

•••
Coal dealers have commenced to satisfy the wants of their customers and
have done a rushing business this week.
A.F. Jones has reduced the price of coal to $8 per ton, effective March 6 .

•••
A load of coal standing on the scales to be weighed at the store of Walter E.
Jones, Tuesdayfell through the platformby the givingawayof some ofthe iron
work. The handler of horses gave a yell to them to "gid dap" but the horses
took it all coollyand stayed right there.
Dealers in ice had to harvest a sufficient amount of ice from the ponds for the
coming season, else a shortage would bring an outcry from the housewives. Most of the
winters the ice was clear and excellent and at times fourteen to sixteen inches thick,
which made the dealers very happy to then have their ice houses completely filled.
1906: Douglaswill not suffer from a scarcity of ice next summer, as the ponds

showfrom 10 to 12 inches ofclear ice, and if the cold snap continues the ice will
be the usual thickness for cutting in a few days.
Up at the Douglas end of Wallum Pond, around 1895, a Rhode Island corporation
constructed an ice house having a capacity of 18,000 tons, a boarding house for the men
and a spur track to transport the ice for rail connections to Providence. The ice house
was filled every year, but rarely emptied, for this ice was usually kept in reserve until
the Providence supply was exhausted. Sometime in 1901 the property was acquired by
the Providence Ice Company.
There were several quarries in Douglas of which the largest was that of Levitt &
Knowles on South Street, a short distance beyond the Poor Farm. Out of the quarry
came granite for house foundations, the Axe Works and walls, such as the one surrounding the old cemetery at the Center and also posts for the chain fence around the
Second Congregational Church in the Village.
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The cider-making season in Douglas was always at top notch around the middle
of October. Farmers, with their wagons loaded with apples from their trees and from
the ground underneath, would drive through the streets of East Douglas to the cider
mill from morn till night, and on their return would be carting from one to three
barrels, the contents of which made them smile.
The cider making was confined to one mill and to one day each week, on Saturday. The mill was owned by Charles Bennett and was affectionately called "Bennett's
Cider Mill,"' located on a piece of land along the Mumford River. The mill had a
squeezing capacity of two thousand gallons a day and always worked to its limit, crushing five hundred bushels of apples each day. The farmers used to line up outside the
mill waiting their turn to cart off the barrels of joy for the winter evenings.

1900 - Moveable saw mill, went from lot to lot cutting timber for individuals.
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'off A Street

Ninth Part

Recreation
The townspeople always found time for diversions, leisure activities and recreation. They were in no hurry. They enjoyed themselves as spectators and also as participants in many events.
In the deep snow of Winter there were hayrides of an evening in a hayrack half
filled with straw, where everybody snuggled up and sang to their heart's delight. In
other seasons there were picnics, outings, dances, tennis, golf, croquet, harvest festivals and, most popular of all, baseball games.
During the 1860s and 1870s
Mayflowers and fishing in abundance at Gilboa.

Fishing excursions are becoming numerous, and most every person you meet
has a big fish yarn to spin. Two persons from this village, one night this week,
hauled out of Whitin's reservoir about 900 pout.

•••
Frank Paine of this town, has killed the present season fifteen woodchucks.

The members of the Lightfoot Base Ball Club are requested to meet on their
grounds next Thursday, at 10 o'clock A.M. This will be the last opportunity
ladies and gentlemen will have this season to see the champions play.

The Lightfoot base ball club of this place, and the Wide Awakes, of Quobin,
played a match game on Saturday Inst., resulting in favor of the Lightfoots.
The game stood at the close Lightfoot, 47, Wide Awakes, 39. It was the closest
and most interesting game that has been played in this vicinity this season.
There was some very fine playing, Geo. F. Bathrick and Chester Williams
made clean home strikes and Edward Cole of the Wide Awakes made two
home strikes.

• ••
The base ball mania seems to have taken possession of some of our young
men, who indulge in a little sport of this kind almost daily in front of the
hotel.

•••
A "Turkey shoot" will come off Thanksgiving day, in James Wixtead' slot, near
the village.
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Fishing and camping at Wallum Pond - 1875.
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The latter part of last week, skating was remarkably good on the pond near
Wm. Hunt's residence, but the snow and rain destroyed the boy's sport, on
Monday.

• ••
The last day of February furnished as good sleighing as the Winter of 1876 has
afforded, and that was of very poor quality. Two or three inches of snow fell on
Monday night. The entire sleighing of the Winter has been only three or four
days in duration; while the average of Winters in this latitude has furnished
about two hundred days.

The Webster Times says: A sleighing party came here from East Douglas, on
Tuesday afternoon, and stopped at the Sheldon House. There were fifteen
couples, of the best people of East Douglas, accompanied by their ladies and all
were bent on having a good time. They reported the sleighing bad, but before
they got off home it was worse, for a rain set in about dark, which, though of
short duration made the bare spots much larger. After taking supper, and tripping the light fantastic toe for a few hours, to the music of Krebs' Quadrille
Band, the company left at 12 o'clock. They must have had a great time sleighing themselves home.
During the 1880s and 1890s leisure activities increased considerably. Of these
the clambakes, sponsored by clubs and organizations, were very much liked by the
people, second only to baseball in popularity. The clambakes were held in Richardson's
Grove at the Center, Thayer's Grove at Gilboa, Morse's Grove and Hammon' s Grove in
the Village, and Dudley's Grove on the attractive shores of Badluck Pond, where the
guests found pleasure in eating and passed the day fishing, boating and swimming.
News of the 1880s and 1890s
Tiddedlywinks parties are quite the rage and marbles have made their appearance, which is an unmistakable sign of the near approach of Spring .

•••
Tennis is in vogue in East Douglas now that a Lawn Tennis Club has been
formed. Every night matches between members of the fair sex take place on
the several tennis courts in the Village.

A fishing club has been organized called the Mumford River Fishing Club. A
gold badge was to adorn the manly breast of the man who excelled in catching
trout, pickerel or carp within 5 miles of the Village .

•••
Croquet is beginning to attract the attention of our young people .

•••
Some of our residents are making preparations to migrate to the seashore
elsewhere for cooling breezes and recreation.
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The cool breezes of Badluck Pond - 1900.
A Lantern Festival was given in Richardson's Grove.' A large platform was
erected for dancing and illuminated with Chinese lanterns.

From the time that Douglas became baseball conscious in the 1860s, it wasn't
until the 1890s that Douglas and baseball broke into prominence. The Lightfoot
Baseball Club started shortly after the Civil War and some years later was reorganized
as the East Douglas Base Ball Club. The early games were played at Buffum's field on
Davis Street, the ballground alongside the railroad on Franklin Street, one at Gilboa
and another in Centerville.
The baseball club of the village will play their fourth game, at 2 o'clock today,
on the ball ground near the railroad, about a quarter of a mile from the depot.
They extend an invitation to the ladies, as well as gentlemen, to be present.

A large number of people assembled at the ball grounds of the local baseball
club at Centerville Memorial Day, to witness a game with the Fisherville's.
The game started in well but after four or five innings the Douglas club would
not submit to an unjust decision, and the game was thrown up.

This is the big year for baseball in this section. Never before have such games
as have been seen in Whitinsville, Milford, Uxbridge and Douglas this season
played in country villages.
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'at Douglas Center, opposite Dudley's Pond

THE GAME WAS SOLD
It looked awfully that way and many said so, that the Milford-East Douglas
game at Uxbridge Saturday October 7, 1898 was a disgrace to honest base ball.
Milford won through the connivance of its opponents, and many unsuspecting
persons were cruelly fleeced.
The Milford baseball team won the "match game for a purse of $200 and
gate receipts" from the Douglas team at Uxbridge Saturday afternoon, the
score standing 7 to 2. No honor can attach to the victory, as the game was
deliberately and with malice aforethought thrown in order to rope in those
who backed the East Douglas team.
The game opened with East Douglas the favorite. Milford was backed by a·
gang of Providence sports. The last four innings were wretchedly played by
certain members of the East Douglas nine. The developments of the sixth inning convinced the fans that the game was fixed and they denounced the affair
as a shameful swindle.
Fall and Wintertime
E.B. Knapp, the first of the week, had a large and handsome grey fox weighing
eleven pounds exhibited on his Hotel piazza as a trophy of his hunting
skill.
••

i!W

The Catchem Coon Club went out several nights ago and returned with a
20 pounder.

•••
Coasting by many of our men and women has been a much indulged in pastime
this present season although it might perhaps be called by the new title of
tobogganing. In any event it is a healthy exercise .

•••
The excellent sleighing and moon-light evenings have been much enjoyed of
late by our young people and older ones too .

•••
This has been a fine season for skating. Saturday was a gala day for the ice was
in fair condition and everyone who possessed a pair of skates seemed to take
advantage of the fact.

A sharp ring of skates, and the dull thud of the skaters, have been the only
music of Winter thus far in this year of 1887.

•••
Fishing through the ice is a pastime just now much indulged in by local fishermen. Some big catches are reported.
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Sleigh ride. About 20 employees of the Schuster Woolen Co., Gilboa, will have a
stag sleighing party this Friday evening. They will go to Millbury where they
will enjoy a turkey supper at the Tourtelotte house.
Whenever a circus came within hailing distance, Douglas had an impulse to go off
to see the show in Worcester, Woonsocket and Providence. Occasionally the circus
came right here to Douglas and put up their tents on Buffum's Field1 down on Davis
Street. About three weeks before the circus arrived large posters with vivid pictures
were tacked on livery stables and other places in the public view.
Hundreds of handbills were given to six or so youngsters who left one at each
house in the Village. The day before the big opening of the circus, a caravan of heavy
large teams bearing animals in cages, tents, poles, booths, costumes and personnel,
marched to the field with great fanfare, much to the delight of a large number of
onlookers, most of whom were youngsters.

OTHER INTERESTS
1900 to 1908
Interest in golf is being awakened in East Douglas this week and a reorganization of the East Douglas Golf Club is under consideration. The club was
formed two years ago in 1900 when golf was a fad here but interest waned this
Spring and the links were not used until this week. George H. Stoddard, President of the club, favors reorganization and is anxious to get up a golf team
which can meet teams representing neighboring towns.

About 40 people from here and Douglastown attended a husking at the home
of "Gus" Dudley at the Center. The husking was done in the afternoon and
with an abundance of red ears the kissing bug was much in evidence. Games
followed the husking and an oyster supper was served. In the evening a barn
dance was held which was participated in by everyone. An enjoyable day
was passed.

A party of young men have organized a basketball team under the direction of
George Stoddard. The first game of the season was played here in Thayer's
Hall, Main Street, Saturday evening at 8 o'clock, between the East Douglas
team and the Fisherville's, which resulted in a victory for the visitors, the
score being 35 to 13. The attendance was 75.

A party from Douglas Town went to the fishing pond in West Douglas2 Saturday and indulged in skating after which they adjourned to the club house and
enjoyed an oyster supper and dance.
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The Douglas Baseball Club -1905.

During the middle of the 1890s Walter E. Schuster, woolen company executive
whose hobby was baseball, took over management of the East Douglas team and within
10 years or so he molded the best aggregation of players in New England. Mr. Schuster's single purpose was to win ball games at any cost.
As the other teams of the Blackstone Valley League became stronger, his intensity to win grew to the point that he brought to town the best players from the professional leagues, paying them a nicely sum of money, and the pitchers receiving extra
for each strikeout. And so Douglas and baseball became known as one and the same.
Throughout these years an intense rivalry built up between Whitinsville and Douglas
which saw the Douglas team win practically all the games.
One of The Big Upcoming Games
August 16, 1901

A great baseball battle is due at East Douglastomorrow, when two teams of
famous players, representing Whitinsville and East Douglas, will for the
second time this season contend for victory.
East Douglasdefeated WhitinsvilleJuly 27, 4 to 0, in a splendid exhibition,
and baseball followers from the machine town are coming for revenge, tomorrow.It was rumored in East Douglastonight that the Whitinsvillebattery
is to be Doc. Newton of the Brooklyns and Moran of the Boston National
League club. Billy Hamiltonof the Bostons will be in center field tomorrow,
when Whitinsvilleis at the bat. He will lead the batting list for Douglasand he
is expected to show the hundreds of spectators as good an exhibition of ball
playing as they have ever witnessed.
Alexander Smith, the New York National League catcher, will be behind
the bat. Douglas has several twirlers in view and will have on the slab one of
the best pitchers that ever stepped onto an East Douglasdiamond.Betting on
the game has been unusually dull. Douglas captured so much cash from
Whitinsville sports that they are shy on placing money on a team that is to
meet East Douglas.
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The results:
RANK DECISIONS OF UMPIRE
Cause an Abrupt Ending
to a Good Ball Game
The biggest disappointment in baseball that the local cranks have had this
season was last Saturday's game at East Douglas, between the team from here
and the Whitins aggregation. Unable to stand the rank decisions of Umpire
Keene of Boston, the Whitins left the diamond in the seventh inning, when the
score stood 2 to 2, and the umpire gave the game to Douglas with a score
of 9 to 0.
Whitinsville was well represented at the game which was witnessed by
2000 spectators. Every kind of a vehicle from a buckboard to an automobile
had been pressed into service to convey the crowds to East Douglas, and when
the game was called the Whitinsville rooters, augmented with megaphones,
were as much in evidence as the Douglas rooters.
It was too bad for the spectators that things should turn out as they did, for
many had come a long distance to see the game and had paid good money to
see 9 innings played. To these it was little short of robbery, and both teams
came in for a lot of paid criticism.

GREATEST SPORTING EVENT OF 1908
A Large Crowd Witness the Annual Contest
Between Ball Teams From The
Schuster and Hayward Mills
of East Douglas
The principal sporting event of the year, as far as East Douglas is concerned,
has passed into history, and will long be remembered as a fierce, bitter
struggle.
Saturday, on the East Douglas ballgrounds the finishers of the Schuster
and Hayward mills met in their annual contest. The teams were evenly
matched and well drilled, and the spectators were treated to a fast and
interesting exhibition of base ball. On account of the intense rivalry between
the two teams a large crowd was present, armed with various noise-making
implements, ready to encourage the efforts of their favorite team.
Considerable betting took place, the odds being in favor of Hayward 5 to 3.
All the money was covered by the Schuster supporters, and as a result many
are fixed in a financial way this week. At 3.30 o'clock the umpire threw in the
ball and the game was on. For four innings the game proceeded with little trouble, being in Hayward's favor 5 to 2. After this the Schuster team took a brace,
and with a change of batteries and very effective hitting tied the game in the
eighth, and finally won out by a score of 9 to 8.

Should the day be favorable Saturday this town will be well represented at
Boston, when the New York Americans and the Bostons play ball. It is expected the number will be 25, who will go from here on the "Flyer," due here
at 1 P.M.
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Yesterday was an ideal day for a Holiday and was much enjoyed by old
residents returned to town and as many more townspeople were away visiting
shore resorts and friends. The 5 o'clock P.M. train Saturday deposited over
150 visitors, which is about a record. The ballgame at Manchaug was the most
popular attraction.

1908 - Dinner on the rear lawn under the shade trees.
S. of V. Field Day
The second annual field day and clambake of Lambert B. Simmons Camp, No.
123, S of V, will be on the ballgrounds Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 6, 1909. The
sports will begin at 9:30 am, and the program will include a 100-yard dash;
100-yard dash for girls; 440-yard dash; 880-yard dash; running broad jump;
hop, skip and jump; shot put; sack and wheelbarrow races; throwing baseballs, girls; throwing baseballs, boys; greased pig; greased pole; tug-of-war,
Hayward mill vs. Schuster Woolen.
Suitable prizes will be awarded the winners in the sports. The judges are
W.S. Schuster, Walter E. Schuster, Edward N. Jenckes, James W. Wixtead,
Walter H. Parker; timers, John B. Chapdelaine, Jr., Herbert Hughes, referee,
Charles E. Stevens; starter, Dr. John E. Dunleavy; announcer, Nelson Lambert.
There will be numerous other attractions on the grounds including shooting galleries, African dodgers, cane rack, fishing pond, etc. Soda, ice cream and
cigars will also be on sale. A first-class shore dinner will be served from 11.30
am to 2.30 pm.

• ••
The 5-mile race advertised for next Monday morning, has interested a number of local runners and some 16 names have been entered by William
Paquette. The course of the run is from the Public Library down Main Street
to the turn by the Axe Co.'s office, thence by Cross Street to Mechanic Street
and back to the starting point, two laps making a mile. There are six prizes,
varying in value from a $25 gold watch to a $2.50 pair of shoes.

173

Blank Page

Tenth Part

Town Affairs
TOWN WARRANT FOR 1868
Worcester, ss.
To either of the Constables of the Town
of Douglas, in the County of Worcester:
Greeting:
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are directed to
notify the inhabitants of the Town of Douglas, qualified to vote in elections and
in Town Affairs, to meet at the Town Hall in said Douglas on Tuesday, the 30th
of June instant, at three o'clock in the afternoon, then and there to act on the
following articles.

These instructions were dutifully carried out by a Constable who posted a
· Warrant in the Village, one at the Center and another down in South Douglas. Even
though the Warrant reads "at the Town Hall" there actually was no Town Hall until
1894, at which time one was built on Cottage Street. Before this the meetings were held
in the vestry of the First Congregational Church at the Center, much to the annoyance
of the voters in the Village who were forced to travel two miles or so to the meetings,
In the 1870s the date of the Annual Town Meeting was changed to March, which
then became known as "March Meeting Day." The first order of business was the election of the following officers, several being appointed by the Selectmen:
3 Selectmen
1 Town Clerk
1 Treasurer
1 Town Agent
1 Auditor
1 Purchasing Agent
3 Assessors
9 School Committee Men

6 Trustees of the Library
1 Agent Moses Wallis Devise
3 Appraisers of the Moses Wallis Devise
3 Overseers of the Poor
8 Constables
3 Bridge Viewers
3 Fence Viewers

8 Measurers of Wood and Lumber
4 Weighers of Coal
1 Sealer of Weights and Measures
9 Field Drivers
1 Inspector of Cattle and Meat
1 Truant Officer
1 Sexton

The articles contained in the Warrants were mostly routine, such as appropriations for Highways, the Fire King Engine Company and the Poor House. Occasionally new articles were inserted in the Warrant, the majority of which were received
with little enthusiasm and turned down by 'Nays' of the voters assembled.
In 1868 the editor of the Douglas Herald Newspaper wrote:
We would suggest, in order that the legal voters of Douglas may know what
questions are to come before them at the town meetings, that the publication
of the warrants be authorized in the Herald.
Under the old system, hardly one voter in ten knows whether or not the
warrant contains articles of secession or introduces the subject of annexation
to the British dominions. Thus far we have published them for the purpose of
giving information to much the larger portion of the community, and shall probably continue to do so, as long as we can depend upon the generosity of Constable Emmons to furnish us a copy.
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This makes the old method of posting two or three copies as many miles
apart entirely unnecessary and a useless expense to the town.

Also in that year there were twelve articles in the Warrant, then up to twentyfour in 1888 and by 1908 the Warrant contained 30 articles. One of the articles which
appeared in the Warrant each Meeting Day was the question "To see what disposition
the Town will make of the Dog Fund from the licensing of dogs." This article always
received favorable attention from the voters because a fair amount of money was
derived from the licenses.
In the same year of 1868 there were 101 dogs and in 1888 the Town Clerk reported 124 males and 7 female dogs for a total of 131, license fee $2 for males and $5 for
females. By 1908 the number increased to 166, males 157, females 9, with no change in
the license fees for well over 20 years.
NOTICE
DOGS. Dog owners who have not paid their license, had better do so immediately to avoid a fine of $15 and costs of prosecution. If the fine is not paid
then the animal will be slaughtered. This is no joke, but the law.
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In accordance with the provisions of the Law(# the domrnonweatth
of Massachusetts, license is hereby issued to

Before the 1880s and for some years after, the Town owned a hearse which was
used for the transportation of corpses from the Poor Farm to the Pine Grove Cemetery.
At times the hearse was also used for those who did not have the costs of burial. The
Town owned and maintained a hearse house, paid expenses for coffins, robes, digging
of graves and the repair of the hearse such as painting, varnishing and replacing panes
of glass. The hearse was a one-horse vehicle, all enclosed except for several panes of
glass on each side.
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From the 1880s and on, every once in a while an article appeared in the Warrant
which generally won immediate approval of the voters.
1880s and 1890s
To see if the town will, by its vote, or otherwise, ask the Legislature to extend
to women, who are citizens, the right to hold Town Offices, and to vote in Town
affairs on the same terms as male citizens.

To see if the Town will vote to award a bounty on all foxes and crows killed by
our town's people within the limits of the town, and how much .

•••
To see if the town will vote to protect ponds and streams in Douglas from parties living out of town from fishing in them and to raise and appropriate a sum
not exceeding fifty dollars to enforce said vote .

•••
To see what action the town will take to stock the ponds and streams with trout
or other food fish and raise and appropriate a sum of money to pay the expense
of the same, or act, or do anything in relation to the same.
The annual excitement in Douglas was March Meeting Day, eagerly awaited and
well attended. Many of the articles in the Warrant were called 'stock articles,' those
which appeared each year such as "accept a list of names to serve as jurors" and to
"hear the reports of outstanding committees." The election of officers was vigorously
and keenly argued by the two opposing forces, the Labor and Democratic Party, which
was later shortened to Democratic, and the Republican Party, both of whom had carefully done their work at caucus.
The citizens viewed the Meetings as serious and important. They were directly
affected by the issues acted upon, especially the sale of intoxicating liquor and the
appropriation of money. There were 412 registered voters in 1868, 431 in 1888 and 439
in 1908. The voters always turned out in force; at times over 90% of those registered
cast votes, an exceptional record.

Only one week from next Monday, March 6, 1891, the Town Election takes
place under the Australian ballot system. There is important business to be
transacted and every voter should be at the polls prepared to mark his ballot
according to his own honest convictions, unbiased by anyone's influence.
This will be an easy matter as no one will know how his neighbor voted
unless he tells himself. Be on hand and lend your aid and have a voice in how
and who shall manage the affairs of the Town in which you live, own property,
have children at school and where you pay your taxes. This is your home and
here your greatest interest is centered. Don't fail to be at the polls a week
from Monday.

(Note: The cost of calling a Town Meeting was $25)
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In 1905 the Selectmen directed Palmer Converse to remove the street lamp
posts which were in use before electric lights were secured by the town. The first
street lamp was installed in 187 4 and steadily increased to about 40, so that the Main
and side streets of the Village were well lighted.
It took a long time for the population to grow. In 1800 there were 1083 people and
100 years later the count reached 2113, an average increase of 10 persons each year. In
1875 the population was 2202 persons, of which 1110 were males and 1092 were
females. After the Civil War the number of inhabitants decreased steadily for many
years.

A directive from the Selectmen:
The Stores in town will be obliged to recognize the Sunday closing law from
this time on. Most of them will be allowed to open until 10:30 Sunday morning
excepting the grocers. Also crowds will not be allowed to congregate on the
street as has been the habit in the past.

One week later:
Sunday was the first day the closing order went into effect. With the exception
of one or two stores being closed early the difference was not noticeable. The
crowds around the streets were larger than ever. Will the enforcement of the
Sunday law in Douglas be anything but a dream?

•••
The committee on Town Water Works engaged the firm of Parker, Bateman
and Chase from Fitchburg to survey the village for the proposed water works.
The survey which was above the plant of Willie R. Wallis, and will cover the
streets that it is intended to include in the system, will take three or four days,
and the engineers expect to be able to tell when they have finished their work
about how much the system will cost.
Is is proposed to develop the springs on Mr. Wallis' land, and run pipes
along Main and North Main Streets to the Lower Village Axe Works, up Depot
street, across the river from Main street, across the river from Main street to
St. Denis church on Manchaug street, and from St Denis church to Therrien's

corner. A few cross streets will probably have mains.

178

The license money paid by the saloon-keepers was used to maintain the lockup
and street lamps, employ watchmen and for other needs. All of this was much to the
delight of the many who were not openly against license, but relieved that the money
would to some degree lessen the chance of an increase in the tax rate. Even though
defeated, the temperance group, the clergy and prominent citizens did not give up
their goal for no-license. They went so far as to pressure the Selectmen to include an
article for money to wage war against the illegal sale of liquor.
The debate on the article wound up in this manner:
Although Henry D. Wallis moved the indefinite postponement of the article
asking the town for an appropriation for suppressing the illegal sale of liquor,
the article was taken up. It was defended by Rev. C.W. Hammond, Aaron F.
Jones and B.F. Aldrich. Three hundred dollars was appropriated, the amount
that Rev. Mr. Hammond suggested. This is the first time Douglas has raised
money for such a purpose.

The report of the State Bureau of Statistics and Labor had this to say of Douglas
in 1905:
This town has an ample amount of land for building purposes near the Main
Line of the Midland Division of the NYNH & H R.R. There is no electric road
in the town, but there is an electric light plant. All the water power is utilized,
and there is not a good supply for household and manufacturing purposes.
Fruits and vegetables are not raised, and natural products, such as clay, sand,
peat, and lumber are not produced. Any business would be suited to the town,
but help is very scarce. Douglas is not a summer resort.

The first Town Hall in Douglas was erected in 1894 on Cottage Street, next to the
Fire King Engine Company. Those who for years clamored to have a Hall in the Village,
so that travelling to the Center for March Meeting Day would be avoided, were finally
successful in their efforts. But as it turned out the New Hall was used for various
events and only once a year for Town Meeting. The societies and organizations were
not keen about the building and continued to hold their affairs and entertainment in
Central Hall, Thayer's Hall and Citizen's Hall. By coincidence the school enrollment
increased considerably and the new1 Town Hall provided a fine solution to the
problem.
Moses Wallis Devise - This devise, as it is generally known in East Douglas
and little known elsewhere, contains a provision by which the town is to have a
certain fund for a town hall, when the fund shall reach a certain amount. The
money devised to the town was to increase by interest from Joans to farmers,
who should mortgage their farms to cover the Joans.

Moses Wallis, a bachelor and life-long resident of Douglas, died back in 1842. He
devised to the citizens of Douglas the means by which a Town Hall could be erected, on
the condition that the principal, loaned out on interest, be so kept for a period of 60
years before the Town could use the money for a Hall. This 60-year directive ended in 1904.
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In that same year of 1904 the Central Hall was destroyed by fire, leaving a rather
unsightly spot on Main Street. The Selectmen acted quickly, met with owners of the
site and purchased it for $1000, to be used at some future date for building a Town Hall
according to the Devise of Moses Wallis.
The citizens were eager to erect a new hall, even though one was built just ten
years earlier. At a special Town Meeting in 1905 a committee of seven and the Board of
Selectmen were appointed to have full charge of building a hall. The committee proceeded slowly in its work and was taken to task for this during the March Meeting
of 1907.
When it was time to consider the reports of town officers, Att. Libby began
some lively censure of the committee that was appointed by the Town to have
charge of the building of a town hall, with money devised to the town by Moses
Wallis. Mr. Libby said: "Our committee hasn't been heard from. It is up to the
committee to let us know what they have been doing about this matter. They
have been directed by the town to build a hall and when they got themselves
appointed at a special town meeting, they didn't hesitate to undertake the
work. Now they say they haven't money enough. Why didn't they say so at
the time?"
Mr. Aldrich, stigmatizing Mr. Libby's criticism as "hot air from the barrister of Quobin," moved that the committee be instructed to procure estimates
of the cost of a building and report at the next annual town meeting. This
was voted.

In 1908 a correspondent of the Uxbridge Compendium, a well-read newspaper in
Douglas, put forth the Compendium's position regarding the Town Hall.
MONUMENT AND TOWN HALL
The Town voted Monday to accept the report of the Smith Soldiers' monument committee and the location agreed upon, in front of the residence of Dr.
Clark, Main street was perfectly satisfactory to the meeting. At the same
meeting W.R. Wallis reported that he had interviewed the Judge of probate
court at Worcester regarding using the money from the Moses Wallis device
for the purpose of building the new town hall, and received the information
that there would probably be no trouble in using 25,000 if necessary from the
device for that purpose.
That being the case, it would do no harm to reconsider the matter, for if the
new building was placed somewhere back from the street near the old central
hall site, which was purchased by the town some time ago, the proper place for
the monument would be on the lawn in front of the building.
This brings us back the proposition advocated by the Compendium some 3
years ago, of the town purchasing sufficient land and property to build an
avenue from Main street straight to the high school building, which with walks
and shade trees and the new hall and monument and Methodist church, would
make one of the most beautiful village spots in New England.
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Politics
The politics of Douglas, local, state and national, were sharply fought between
the Democratic and Republican parties. They held meetings during which very long
speeches were given by outside orators and home ones too. The parties also staged
smokers, rallies and parades with the hope of swaying non-committed voters to their
side. Accounts of the political scene were ably reported:
1860s and 1870s
The Republicans of Douglas have erected two handsome poles, about sixty
feet high, and will hang out their Grant and Colfax flag this afternoon. They
will also hold a meeting in Citizens Hall in the evening, and speeches from
some of our home political enthusiasts may be expected.

DEMOCRATIC FLAG RAISING
On Thursday afternoon, Oct. 14, 1868, the long looked for Seymour and Blair
flag was thrown to the breeze, in this village, near the East Douglas Hotel,
amid considerable parade and enthusiasm.
The Whitinsville Union Band furnished excellent music for the occasion,
playing "Hail Columbia" when the flag was unfurled. It is a beautiful piece of
bunting, considerably larger than Republican Grant and Colfax flag near the
Axe Company's office, and beside the Presidential nominees, bears at the top
the names Adams and Noble.
Speaking had been previously announced to take place from the steps of
the hotel, but the day being cold and raw, a vacant room in Hunt's cotton mill
was deemed a more fitting place, and a respectable gathering of our citizens,
including ladies, soon occupied the room.

Early in the 1870s, with a party of co-workers, Mr. Edwin Moore selected a list
of Prohibition candidates and at the Spring Town Meeting succeeded in electing the entire Prohibition Ticket.
The 1880s
The Democrats of Douglas held a caucus last Saturday evening, and chose a
committee of ten, one from each school district, to nominate a list of candidates for town officers.

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS. -The Republicans of Douglas are requested to
meet in Citizen's Hall on Monday, evening Feb. 19, at 71-2 o'clock, to nominate
candidates for town officers the ensuing year. Per order.

Hon. William Abbott was elected Senator for the Second Worcester District by
1200 plurality over Bigelow, of Grafton. Our Brass Band gave him a serenade
on Wednesday night.
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Democratic Ticket.
For Town Clerk.
ELISHA H. MORSE.

For Town Treasurer.
ASA THAYER.

For Selectmen and Overseers of the Poor.
WILLIAM D. JONES,
LUKE C. KEITH,

/

LOVEL PAR KER.
CALEB HILL,
NATHANS.

CASWELL,

For .11.ssessori;.
ADOLPHUS

F. BROWN,
STUKLEY W. POTTER,
EDWIN C. ESTEN.

For Town .11.gent
BUR-r:ON GODDARD.

For School Committee, for 3 Years.
LEVI WHITE,

EDWIN C. ESTEN,
!'
WILLIAM H. TAFT.

For Conetables.
HERBERT W. JONES.
EDWARD B. KNAPP.
ALVIN H. BROWN.
FRANK RIVERS,
ELIJAH B. PAINE.

JOHN HILTON,
LOREN A. WHITING.
GEORGE M. WALLIS.
/
ARTHUR J. DUDLEY. I·
FRANCIS,McMANUS .

.Afent .Moee« Wallis Devise.
NEWTON W. PRESTON.

Appraisp,rs -11oses Wallis Devise.
WILLINGTON YOUNG,
"LUKE S. KEITH,
MOSES B. SOUTHWICK.

,

JOHN C. MORRILL.

For .11.urlitor

Fence viewers.
ORRIN CHASE,
THOMAS BUXTON,
WU.LARD WHIPPLE.

Bridge Viewers.
OLIVER W. ADAMS,
SIMON RAWSON,
JOHN ROBBINS.

Trustees of Toum. Library, 3 Years.
WILLIAM W. DOW,
JOHN J. WOODBURY.

Highway Suruepors.
Dist.

Dist.

No.

1
2

3
4
5

6

...

7
8
9

" 10
11

I!
13
" I4
" 15
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Geo. Fairfield. V'
Orrin Chase.
//
Potter M. Bates. J/
Alonzo F. Jillson.
Charles W. Potter /
v
Love! Parker.
Nelson G. Dudley.
William J. Wellman.
John Robbins.
James Peters.
I
Willattl Whipple
Elijah R. .Paine.
Benj. M. Burlingame.\
Zebediah A. Adams.
Edward Balcome.

No. 16 John Caswell,
" 17 Nathan S. Caswell.
" 18 John M. Rawson.
19 Smith H. Thayer.
" 20 Benjamin Whiting.
" 21 Oliver W. Adams.
" 22 Willington Young.
" es Simon Rawson.•
" 24 Da,·iJ A. E. Wallis.
" 25 Thomas J. Kelley,
26 Harvey Wakefield.
" 27 Hosea B. Jilfson.
" 28 Alvin H. Brown.
" 29 Smith Sherman,

I "

v
v

The official town seal
made its appearance
in 1901.
1900 to 1908
Political talk is about the only cheap thing in Town these days.

The Democratic Caucus will be held in the town Hall next Thursday evening
at 7 o'clock to choose delegates to the conventions and transact other business.

A smoke talk will be held in Thayer's Hall Friday evening at 7 o'clock. Henry
H. Rice of Sutton and Hiram Loring of Milford, representatives from this district will be present. All voters are invited to be present.

1905 November Election
Election Day was quiet here, a rather small vote was cast, 328 checked out of
411 registered. The results of the ballots proved a great Republican victory. In
the evening the enthusiasm broke out, and a procession was formed and
headed by a drum corps paraded the streets, torch lights, lighted brooms and a
generous display of colored fire and other fireworks brightened the occasion.

1906 November Election
We Celebrated
The celebration Tuesday night in honor of the election of Winfield S. Schuster,
surpassed in enthusiasm anything Douglas witnessed for some years. Shortly
after dark the small boys and small girls, the big boys and big girls, and in fact
about everyone who could leave their homes were out on the streets.
Bon fires were built and colored lights were burned in all parts of the town.
At 8 o'clock a procession was formed and with torch lights and drums marched
through the different streets of the town sending off fireworks and tooting
horns. A large hack which had been out of commission for some years, was set
on fire and was a unique addition to the procession.
Nearly every store that sells cigars had a box or two of their best open on
the counter, free to all. During the evening the large crowd gathered at the
office of the W.E. Hayward Co., where the election returns were received.
Everyone appeared happy and satisfied. A word about the senatorial campaign in Douglas covers the whole. It was worked on the lines of honesty and
merit, and as such, won out.
Here's wishing the Hon. Winfield S. Schuster a pleasant session and an
opportunity to help the affairs of the Commonwealth, and perhaps indirectly
the little town of Douglas.
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America Forever!
Let The Eagle Scream!!

WHOOP· EH-DP
For the next President and Vice President,

McKinley
& Hobart
The People of the Country have spoken, so now
let ALL the Patriotic People of
Douglas help

Paint~ Town Red
AND MAKE ROME HOWL

TUHSDAY EVH'G
N" ov.

:LO.

Line of March.
DOUGLAS
GUARDS to assemble at Republican
Headquarters at 7 o'clock SHARP, proceed to Lower
Village to meet WHITINSVILLE GUARDS, DRUM CORPS
and GLEE CLUB.
Procession to move from Lower
Village to Theodore Halls via: Chas. Whipples', Main
St. to Central Block, No. Main via. Cook St., thence to
Catholic Church, through Jones' Court to Mercier's
Corner, thence to Main via. Lovett Bridge, Main to
Russell's Corner, Depot St. to T. H. Meek's, counter
march to Jenckes' Corner, Main St. to Henry Wallis',
counter march to Town Hall--Collation.

Whitinsville Brass Band in Attendance.

All Patriotic Citizens requested
to Illuminate.
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1896 campaign broadside.

Schools
There is nothing in which all good citizens are more deeply interested than in the
education of their children. The town erected schools which were equal to the demands made upon them and furnished the conditions of an education for the students
of the community. The school system consisted of ten school districts, eight one-room
school-houses, fifteen female and three male teachers, ten prudential Committees and
a school year of three terms: Fall, Winter and Spring. In the village there were four Districts and in the surrounding areas were the other six, known as the "Outlying Districts." The village schools comprised about 75% of the school enrollment, having
Primary, Intermediate, Grammar and High School classes while the schools in the
outlying Districts were of mixed grades. The total enrollment was 430 students in
1868, 341 in 1888 and 351 in 1908.
1868

The Winter Term of the High School commenced last Monday, with H.M.
Streeter as teacher. Fourteen applicants for admission were received, and
all rejected.

The requirement of acceptance to the High School was the satisfactory completion of the work prescribed in the highest grammar grades. In this way the standard of
the High School would be raised and the course could be rearranged and improved.
There were good years and there were bad years in the schools. The parents continuously complained about the teachers and severely criticized the decisions of the
School Committee. The teachers' response to the parents was that their children were
unruly, undisciplined, irregular in attendance and a hindrance to the success of the
students.

Letter to the Editor:
Mr. Editor, it is hoped that the School Committee will not employ a teacher
until they find one who, in their judgment, is competent for the position, for
cheap teachers and cheap schools, like cheap jewelry, are of little value. It may

!867
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dazzle the eye of the unwary, and they may please the fancy of the ignorant,
but when examined by the true test they are worthless. Give us a good school
for six, or even four months, in preference to a poor or an ordinary school for a
much longer time.

FRED.

In its Annual Report of 1868 the School Committee answered the criticisms of
the parents and others in this manner:
The parents hustle their children to school at the age of five and take them out
at the age of fourteen in order that they may get to work earning almost before
they are out of knickerbockers and short dresses.
There have been failures on the part of some of the teachers, but they have
been the exception rather than the rule. No teachers should be employed in
our schools who have not a natural tact for teaching, coupled with a thorough
preparation for the work and a love for the employment. This class of teachers
are the ones who have been successful during the past year, and the only ones
who are ever successful as school teachers.
We believe none others competent to instruct our schools. There always
had been, and probably always will be, croakers and soreheads crying out in
newspaper articles and elsewhere that the former times were better than
the present.

The School Committee continued in this vein denouncing the actions of the
Prudential Committees:
The time has come when a majority of the intelligent citizens of Douglas, and a
majority of our town Officers also, ought no longer to be under the influence
and control of unprincipled and designing men.
The District System has been the fruitful source of more evil to the welfare
of our schools than all other things combined. Prudential Committees often
persist in hiring incompetent and inefficient teachers, and if the Town's Committees attempt to interfere, there is a conflict of authority that is frequently
so unpleasant that Town's Committees sometimes submit and let an incompetent teacher finish the term of school, rather than face the anathemas of certain unprincipled and selfish Prudential Committees.
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The parents, still irked by the standard of public instruction, demanded a change
in the school system and the election of wise persons to the School Committee. To
emphasize their displeasure, the voters resorted to this drastic action:
The 1870s and 1880s
The voters at the ballot box expressed their opinion of the High School by not
appropriating any money for the School Year March 1, 1873 to March 2, 1874.
By so doing there was no High School for an entire year. This prompted the
Superintendent of Schools, Mr. N.W. Preston, to state the following:
"Perhaps the occurence of this long vacation of 52 weeks will not give ample
time for those parents who have not given to the School their hearty cooperation, to review their past course, wake up and be ready and united in March,
1874, to appropriate money."

The first High School Graduation and presentations of diplomas to those
scholars who successfully completed the three year course took place on Friday evening, March 7, 1879 in Thayer's Hall. The occasion brought forth hundreds of people
who filled the Hall to its utmost capacity. The program opened with prayer followed by
essays, color, duets, class prophecies, conferring of diplomas and closed with Benediction. The fine exercises and enthusiastic audience proved to be a lasting memory for
the eight graduates.
Prior to this first graduation, closing exercises were held at the end of the High
School Term. The many people who were in attendance at these afternoon exercises
were amply repaid by the smoothness and precision which were passed off by the
students and teachers, and commendable to both.
The High School occupied the second floor of Citizen's Hall' from 1846 to 1894, at
which time it was moved into two rooms on the upper floor of the Town Hall. Then in
1898 when the New School was erected, the High School once again moved, this time to
the eighth room of the new building. 2 This room was referred to as the "High School
Room" and the building was known as the "High School," even though the other seven
rooms housed the Intermediate, Grammar and Ninth grades. In 1880 there were 32
students in the High School and by 1908 the number had varied but little.
In 1905 a course of study was arranged so that the prescribed work to obtain a
diploma could be done in either three or four years. The Junior Class, being the topmost class, got referred to toward the end of the school year as Seniors, though it was
never official for under another course there would be a real Senior Class. In the 1908
Annual Report of the School Committee, the Principal of the High School gave this
account of accomplishment:
I feel that we have made a step in the right direction now that we have an assistant in the High School. Our course has been broadened; our work strengthened. The quality of work is better and the quantity is more varied; an
opportunity is offered for a choice of two courses of study.
The 9th grade is now enrolled as a regular High School class and is doing
freshman work, viz: Latin, Algebra, Rhetoric, Physiology and Arithmetic,
besides Themes and Oratoricals. The reading course has been broadened and
closer touch with the public library has been secured than ever before.

standing; now Masonic Hall
standing; former elementary school, now unoccupied

1

2
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Wallum Pond Sclwol, 1882; no longer standing.
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1905 - Tasse/top Schoolhouse at South Douglas, no longer standing; school lot unoccupied.
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There is need of encouraging the parents to give their boys a High School
education. At present the enrollment is 30, whereas it ought to be 45 at
least.

Back in 1882 the School Committee, upset by the actions of the Superintendent
of Schools, inserted this article in the Town Meeting Warrant:
Art. 34. To see if the town will vote that the Superintendent of Schools, for the
past year, shall make reparation to the Town for the time of which he has defrauded the scholars in calling the teachers to his monthly meetings.

The problems that beset the School System during the 1870s were considerably
reduced by the elimination of the Prudential Committees, thus giving the School Committee complete authority over the entire System. Also during these years the parents
gave their full support and cooperated with the teachers and the School Board, the
results of which were made known in the Annual School Report of 1889:
We have better teachers and teaching than heretofore. Our schools are better
disciplined, our teachers loyal and faithful, our children self-respecting
and obedient.
The parents have shown an increased interest in the schools as shown by
the large number of visitors' names recorded on the school registers This is
a move in the right direction and we trust will be continued.
Nothing gives greater stimulus to a teacher in her work than words of
encouragement from the parents, and their frequent presence in the school
room. And the little folks, knowing that father and mother visit their school
and feel an interest in their progress will put new energy in their school
work.

Main Street, 1898. The Long School House of School District No. 3, still standing. First building east
of the Elmwood Club, houses professional offices and apartments.
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School Activities, 1900-1908
Sporting events have taken hold of the pupils in the High School. The young
men are endeavoring to have a football team with Leonard Rowley as
Captain.

aw aw aw
The basketball teams of the High School have chosen Miss Anna Buxton as
Captain of the first team and Miss Lucey Young of the second team. The young
ladies are practicing basketball playing in the open air and expect to meet out
of town teams in the near future. Grace Young is acting manager.

.:J.

DOUGLAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, .:J.
at tli,:,, 'l ow v llH 1. I a~t llougb,

from October l9 to October 22, l904.
HOUAS,

3 TO 5, AND 7 TO 9,30 P M

ADMIT BEARER

PUPIL'S TICKET, 10 CENTS

aw aw aw
The Horace K. Turner exhibit of pictures will be at the Town Hall from Oct. 19
to 22 inclusive, from 3 to 5 and 7 to 9:30 P.M. This collection is the most
interesting of its kind in existence, containing copies of the most beautiful
paintings in the world both ancient and modern. Photographs of the famous
architectural works; the most beautiful photographs of our own natural
scenery. Wednesday and Thursday evenings a literary and musical entertainment will be given in addition to the exhibit. The funds raised by this exhibit
are to be used in decorating the schools of the town. Everyone should see this
exhibit and help a good cause. Admission 15 cents, children 10 cents.
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1898- Students of the Long School House on Main Street. Building still
stands.

aw aw aw
Superintendent Brick of the Uxbridge and Douglas Schools has received the
following notice from Sec. George Martin of the State Board of Education and
heartily endorses it: "Your attention is hereby called to the following important School Legislation - By Chap. 320, Acts of 1905, the compulsory school
attendance has been raised from 14 to 16, for children who cannot read at sight
and write legibly simple sentences in the English language. By Chap. 267, Acts
of 1905, no employment certificate may be issued to a child under 16 who is not
able to read at sight and to write simple sentences in the English language."

awawaw
There will be no graduating class at the High School in this year of 1905, there
being only one member to graduate.

A meeting of the full board of the School Committee was held in the Selectmen' s Rooms Monday evening. The meeting was in relation to the overcrowded condition of the Grammer School, which comprises the 7th, 8th and
9th grades and to see what measures could be taken to relieve the same.

awawaw
The third and last lecture of the teachers club was given Tuesday evening in
the town hall by Superintendent Francis S. Brick. The subject was "Up in
Maine." His talk was a very entertaining and amusing description of some of
his adventures and experiences as a district school teacher in Aroostook
county some fifteen years ago. Special music was rendered by the members of
the high and grammer schools under the direction of Miss Emily Sturtevant,
music director of the schools.

1908 - The Grammar School in the rear of the Town Hall. Building still
stands.
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The school children assembled in the town hall Friday afternoon in observance of Memorial Day. They sang patriotic songs, and listened to remarks by
Rev. James Elvin, Rev. Charles W. Hammond, Mrs. Loretta Sweet, Charles
Whipple and William E. Chase. Supt. F.S. Brick was unable to be present.

A good sized audience was present in Forester's Hall last Thursday evening to
enjoy "The Peddlars Parade," which was presented by the Douglas High
School; the proceeds to be used for the expense of the graduating class of
1908.

1907 - The Old School House, also called the Square School House. Was located in Douglas Center
on the corner of Common Street and the Oxford Road. No longer standing.
The Wallum Pond School was the remotest of the outlying schools, located
about four miles from the Village. The school was a trying one situated in the wilderness where life was difficult to endure. The houses were a thousand feet apart and all
were not occupied. The farms were from one to three miles distant from the school.
The teachers boarded with one of the farm families, three miles from the railroad station and the post office at Douglas Center, with no chance of getting mail except when
someone had to go to the Center and would drop in at the post office incidentally.
The young ladies appointed to the school knew nothing of these difficulties, suspecting that they were hired to teach in the Village. The School Committee always had
misgivings when it engaged a teacher for the school. Many a girl fled from the town
after being stationed at the school for one day or three days or a week.
Then there were other difficulties. The ages of the pupils ranged from five to
eighteen, most of whom were boys over 15 who seemed to go to school for the express
purpose of worrying the teacher. The students, who averaged about ten in number,
went to school when the autumn frost set in and through the winter for there was nothing else to do.
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The Wallum Pond School was notorious for the rough, unruly, undisciplined and
mean boys who attended the school. They riddled the interior of the school, rattled the
windows, let in wasps and left it in a dilapidated condition.
Some years back the school was taught by Preserved Alger. His successor,
another male teacher by the name of Kenyon, was once deposited in the wood box by
three of the older and unmanageable students. Several female teachers attempted to
instruct the pupils but could make no progress at all. Everything at the school got so out
of hand that the School Committee sent for a teacher capable of restoring order to
the classroom.
The Committee found Miss Emily A. King of Southbridge who had nearly 30
years of experience handling situations such as this one. Miss King was of firm build, a
disciplinarian who did not tolerate any disorder whatsoever. Once she sent two unruly
and rowdy boys home with black eyes. From then on the boys kept perfect order and
paid close attention to their schooling.
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First high school graduation - 1879.
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1899 - The Douglas to Providence Pike (Southeast Main Street), begins at Douglas Center and
makes connections in Uxbridge, Massachusetts.

Roads and Highways
The roads, highways and townways of Douglas were dirty, dusty and practically
impassable, especially during the spring of the year. In order that travel and communication could be kept open, the town was divided into twenty-nine Districts with an
overseer of each responsible for the maintenance of the roads and bridges in his
District.
During the 1880s the twenty-nine Districts were reduced to the same areas as
the ten School Districts with one highway surveyor for each District. The equipment
required to maintain the roads were three road scrapers, a side scraper and a bush
scraper. Thousands of loads of gravel were needed to resurface the many miles of
roads throughout the Township. In 1894 alone over 800 loads of gravel were used and in
the same year 200 or more stones were blasted and removed from the roads. The road
scrapers required four horses to draw and the side scrapers, two horses each.
During 1893 six large bridges were built of chestnut planking and about four
thousand feet of roadway was railed, using 130 rails and more than 200 posts. This was
done in eighteen locations, some of which were Young's Hollow,1 Whipple's Hill,2 Potter's Bend," Sweet's Flats4 and Thayer's Corner.5 For "removing snow from highways,"
also termed "making snow roads," horses and sleds were used by those equipped to do
so in each District.
The Main Street with its businesses, hotel, post office and residences was stifled
by the constant dust from the dirt road. The street was a busy one, alive with shoppers
and travellers. Omnibuses transported people to and from the railroad station. Horses,
teams and buggies went from one area of the town to another, with citizens stopping in
at the post office for the mail and newspapers.
The dwellers and shopkeepers made numerous complaints demanding that the
Town purchase a "Street Sprinkler" to hold down the unbearable dust. In 1892 and on,
benefits were held to raise money for the "Street Sprinkler Fund" and a few years later
one was obtained which made life endurable for the shoppers and businessmen.
Another problem of the main and side streets of the Village were the rutted roads
which were difficult to cross or travel over, especially when the spring thaws and rains
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'at Centerville
2intersection Charles and Northeast Main, up hill toward golf course
•on road to Manchaug, about half way
4road
to Manchaug, starting at Catholic Church
•at GilboaStreet

turned the roads into mud. The Selectmen decided that crushed stone would make a
firm and solid bed for the roads which were most often used. So in 1902 the town
purchased a stone crusher and several years later a steam roller to compact the stones
into a solid rock foundation.
The length of Main Street was the first to have a crushed rock bed. The Depot
Road was finished a few years later. Over one-thousand tons of crushed stone were
used on that road alone.
e:.~;

1903 - The Stone Crusher for the building of roads.

-

1905 - Steam rollerfor the crushed stone roads.
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Townspeople were not in the habit of using road and highway names. Those in
the outlying areas offered directions by farms, widow, rank and homesteads, such as
"The Leander Thompson Place is just after the first bend in the road from Major Benson's to Widow Fairbanks" and "The Homestead of Parris Humes, Esq. lies about thirty
rods southerly of Thomas Buxton's."

The Old Homestead ,
I
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Eleventh Part

Electricity and Communications
Electricity
1900-1908
1906 - Excerpt from a proposed hearing to the abutters on the roads along which the
New England Telephone and Telegraph Co. desired to erect poles:
The names of some of these highways are seldom, if ever, heard by the
dwellers thereon, and it is supposed that they have existence only for the convenience of surveyors. This forenoon,whileAtty.Ferdinand J. Libbywas writing the postal cards notifyingabutters of the hearing, he asked an acquaintance whether he knew where Franklin Street was. The one asked did not
know. "Well,"rejoined Mr. Libby,"you ought to know, you live on it."
The era of the street lamppost and lamplighter came to an end in 1904. The
advent of electricity provided the streets of the Village with great illumination, much to
the pleasure of the citizens. Electricity and what it accomplished amazed the people to
such an extent that whenever electric lights were installed in either a business block or
a dwelling, the event was reported in the local news. The following news items from
1903 to 1908 described very well the progress of electric lights in the community:

The prospects are good for electric lights in the near future. The poles are
being placed between here and Uxbridge, and it is probable they will be all
finished in Douglas in two or three weeks.
A meeting of the property abuttors of the electric light poles, was held in the
Selectmen's rooms, Monday afternoon and as there was no remonstrance,
permission was given to the companyto erect the poles.

The Selectmen gave a hearing to the abuttors, Saturday, at 4 P .M., on petition
of the electric light company to erect poles for lights on Cummin's Court,
WhiteAvenue, and BowenCourt. The permission was granted and lights will
soon be placed on these streets.

In addition to the regular fall warrant, Constable Jones has posted a Town
Warrant, to see if the town will maintain electric street lights from North
Street to the GilboaMillcommencingDec. 1, 1904. The meeting is called for 1
o'clock Nov. 8.
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1908
Certificate of Condition
The Douglas Electric Co. has filed the following certificate of condition; Total
assets, $7786.32.
Liabilities - Capital stock, $7500; unpaid bills, $153.31; profit and loss balance, $133.01.
Operating expenses - Electric, $121.19; at station, $33,936.84; for distribution,
$9546.21; management, $6271.10; taxes and incidentals, $2266.15; total,
$52,720.30 income from sale of electric light and power, $238.43; balance to
profit and loss, $117.24.
Profit and loss account - Balance of manufacturing account, $117.24; jobbing,
$15.77; total, $133.01; debit balance, $133.01.

Town Meeting, 1905
Art. 23. To see if the Town will contract with the Douglas Electric Co. for street
lighting the coming year, or do anything in relation to the same .

•••
Amos Goodness is having his building on Main Street wired for electricity. His
store will be supplied with two 16 candle power lights, and the billiard room
with eight 8 candle power lights. Henry Albee is doing the wiring.

Electric lights are being installed in A.O.U.W. Hall.

The electric lights had a war dance Saturday evening at 8 o'clock flickering
and going out every few seconds and in the vicinity of the Hayward Mills, quite
an electrical display attracted attention. Henry Albee who had charge of the
lights was notified and soon found a broken wire opposite the residence of
Winfield S. Schuster.

Telephones
The telephone, like the electric light, was a wonder. By simply using an instrument one could talk to another without leaving the house, and could also call nearby
cities, charges for which were Boston, 25¢; Worcester, 15¢; and Providence, 30¢. In
1904 there were 21 telephone subscribers and by 1908 the number increased to 50 subscribers and 6 pay stations. The beginning and the progress of the telephone in
Douglas was aptly reported in these items of 1904 to 1908:

•••
A hearing will be given at 9:30 Monday morning by the Selectmen, to the abutters, on the petition of the American Telegraph and Telephone Co. for the location of poles. This is to be a through line from Boston to Hartford.

The telephone service has not been satisfactory to subscribers for some time,
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East Douglas Telephone Exchange.
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Douglas, Mass. . .
A. J. Dudley
East Douglas. Mass. . . . . H. C. llolden
l\1:inchaug, Mass....
C. A. Reynolds
Fa~t lkuglas, Mass
Louis I >esorcy

Subscribers.
l :,! .. :,!

Aldrich, Bertrand . . . .
Residence
American Axe & Tool Co
Office
11--:! Ballou, Herbert. . . . . . .
Residence
13-:!
Batcheller, C. J . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
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.. .. .. . . . ...
"
1 0-:l Bowers, Inez E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
"
11-1 Buxton,' Walter S .. . .. .. . . .. .
"
G-1 Chapdelaine, J. B
Store
11-4 Church, W. L. . . . . . . . . . . . .
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1907 - The names of the subscribers of the East Douglas Telephone Exchange.
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especially at night. Those having instruments and paying their good money
therefore have attached their names to a petition to the Company asking for an
improvement to the service.

A crowd of men working at DouglasTown on the Boston and Hartford telephone line, came to town Tuesday night on a little celebration. On their return
to camp they were all discharged by the boss.

Lyman D. Turner, contract agent of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Co., is making a canvass through the farming districts of Douglas for
subscribers to farmers' telephone lines. One line is assured in the territory
south of East Douglas, and a line is also assured in the direction of Whitin's
reservoir. It is probable that Douglas center will be more or less encircled with
lines, and the telephone may penetrate even to South Douglas and the
Rhode Island boundary.
Now the farmers are anxious for telephones. Five signed contracts this
morning, and the same readiness to seize upon the telephone is found all over
the town. The new lines will be connected with the automatic exchange in East
Douglass. As this exchange now operates but six lines, while its capacity is
100, it will be sufficient to handle all business that may center in it from the
new lines.

The Selectmen will give a hearing in their room, town hall building, at 1 o'clock
Tuesday to abuttors on those highways along which the New England
Telephone and Telegraph Co. desires to erect poles for its farmers' lines. Permission has been asked of the selectmen to place poles and wires on Franklin
Street from Main street to Pleasant street, on Pleasant street from Maple
street to Yew street, On Yew street from Pleasant street to Locust street to the
farm of Frank J. Kenyon. On Maple street from Pleasant street to the farm of
Atty. Bertrand F. Aldrich, on Main street from the Douglas postoffice to the
pole line of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. a distance of 1000 feet,
on Common street from Main street to the house of Walter H. Parker and on
Cedar street from Main street to the house of Selectman William L.
Church.

aw aw aw
Francisco Bowen, Undertaker, has installed a telephone at his residence.

East Douglas users of the telephone are having their tempers tested. Judging
from results, it is safe to say that the automatic exchange in Balcome's block,
which handles all the telephone business in East Douglas, is as far out of kilter
as any machine can be. Its capriciousness in erratic doings is endearing
nevertheless.
Yesterday morning, George H. Stoddard, who has a pay station in his
drugstore, could make no connections at all with his instrument. He tried to
get a connection with one party on every line. From none of them was
there a response.
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So, when he wanted to telephone, he ran across the street and used the
telephone in the hotel of Joseph T. Derham. In the afternoon the tables were
turned. Mr. Derham could get no service out of his instrument, while Mr.
Stoddard was astonished to find his own working perfectly.
At night all the telephones failed to make the connections that were
demanded of them. The Whitinsville exchange, which has a line to the East
Douglas automatic exchange, tried to call up Mr. Derham, number 2 on line 6,
and got an answer from Dr. Silas P. Holbrook, number2 on line 5. The operator
asked Dr. Holbrook to call up Mr. Derham, and tell him to try to call up
Whitinsville. Dr. Holbrook set about doing so, and moved the arm of his instrument to connect with line 6, and rang 2. He got an answer from Mr. Stoddard,
whose number is 2 on line 1.
It was a general mixup, but generally the person making the call got somebody. Today it was pretty near impossible to get anybody. Last night the
'phones had a crooked ring; tonight no rings.

The Post Office
The post office was located in the Knapp Building1 on Main Street from 1868 to 1874. In
1875 it was moved across the street to Stillman Russell's Corner Drugstone, where it
remained until 1886. Then in 1887 its quarters were moved back to the Knapp Building, where it was in the first place. The Post Office building, as it was called, became a
gathering place where people exchanged pleasantries and discussed matters of local interest.
The 1870s
Post Office Notice: On Wednesday evening of next week, the Post Office will be
closed at a quarter to eight o'clock, in order that those connected with it may
be enabled to attend the concert of the Musical Society, which takes place on
that evening.

TIME TABLES

East Douglas Post Office
Open from 7.00 A.M. to 8.30 P.M.
Mails going West close at
9.52 A.M. and 5.17 P.M.
Mails for Boston, and other points
East, North and South, close
at 7.43 A.M. and 4.12 P.M.
Manchaug mail closes at 10.20 A.M.
Eastern mail open at 10.50 A.M.
and 6.15 P.M.
Western mail open at 8.15 A.M.
and 5.15 P.M.
Manchaug mail open at 4.30 P.M.

G. W Spencer, P.M

1

standing; now 306 Main Street Square
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aw aw aw
Advertised Letters1- East Douglas Post Office
Adams, Miss Mary
Benware, Glori
Brown, H.W.
Bigelow, Elijah
Brown, J. Franklin
Dupre, John
Darling, George
Emerson, Caleb
Gautier, Emilie
Hammond, J.C.

~I
.N

Harton, Edgar
Johnson, Miss Nancy
Latamay, Peter
Lavalle, Narburt
Roberts, Michael
St. John, Clement
Thebeault, Baptiste
Tower, W.I.
Thomas, C.E.
White, Samuel
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1900-1908
Erwin E. Carpenter is assistant in the Town Clerk's Office, which is also the
East Douglas Post Office.

The Town Clerk's Office will not have to be moved after election as it is at present in the East Douglas Post Office, where it has been since Postmaster
George Abbott was elected Town Clerk. Reason - Erwin E. Carpenter, Assistant Postmaster, is running for Town Clerk and has the endorsement of both
parties so his election as Town Clerk is a foregone conclusion .

•••
When the last outgoing pouch had been made up by Assistant Postmaster
Erwin E. Carpenter today, 452 pieces of first class matter, 33 letters and 69
postcards, mostly of the souvenir variety, had been mailed at the East
Douglas office.
The revenue from this footed to $9.08. There were 74 pieces of mail matter
of the other three classes, with an aggregate revenue of $2.07. The total for the
day was 526 pieces originating at the office, with a revenue of $11.15. The East
Douglas Post Office is of the third class.

1900 - The Knapp Building on Main Street, standing. Now 306 Main Street Square. The livery
stable to the right was for public use and alsofor guests at the hotel, pictured at left. The post office was
in the first floor right, and the area in front of it was called Post Office Square.
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The Newspapers

VOL. I.

EAST

DOUGLAS,

APRIL

1, 1874.

NO .. 8.

1868-1908

The Douglas Herald newspaper was the first ever to be published in Douglas.

The paper started in the early part of 1868 and ceased operations in 1873, at which time
it merged with the Whitinsville Compendium and was called the Worcester South
Compendium. After several years the operation was again moved, this time to Uxbridge, where it was renamed the Uxbridge Compendium. All were weekly newspapers, on sale every Saturday morning.
In 1874, C.H. Batcheller of Douglas published a monthly paper called the Advertiser, which lasted but a short time. Then in 1877 William D. Bridges, also of Douglas,
came out with Our Home Journal, another monthly publication which fared no better
than the Advertiser.
Notwithstanding these changes of newspapers, the citizens of Douglas did not
miss a single issue. The papers contained local, state and national news and also events
from abroad. The newspapers were eagerly awaited by the people who wanted mostly
to know just what was going on in the town. They found out who went where, who did
what, who visited whom, what the Selectmen did or did not do, who was arrested and
why, who stole harnesses and chickens, who was born and died with a detailed description of the casket, flowers, those in attendance and the interment.
The Editor of the Herald and later the reporter for the Compendium almost
always inserted in their columns observations of the local scene, how high or low the
thermometer read, suggestions to town officials on how they should proceed with certain matters and criticisms of the same officials who erred in their decisions, according
to the reporter's point of view.

AN
YOLIJJ[F, IL

INll:EPENllENT,

LOCAL,

FAMILY

NEWSPAPER.

EA~T DOUGLAS AND WHITJNSV!LLE, HASS., SATURDAY, APRIL :1, 1860.

NUMBER 5,

The clippings on the following pages appeared in the local news columns of 1868,
1888 and 1908, and afford a glimpse of the news during this forty year period.
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Douglas Herald, Local News: 1868

Strawberries are plenty in our markets.

Thermometer Friday, 102 in the shade.

A new sign has been hung out at Mr. Paines' store.
aw aw aw
The interior of the East Douglas Hotel is receiving a fresh coat of paint.

A skillful organ-grinder has been in town this week.

The Knapp Building on Main Street; standing. The Printing Office
was also on Main Street, opposite the entrance to Cottage Street.
awawaw
The McDonough Whipple place in this village is offered for sale. See advertisement.

The handsomest carriage in town is owned by Mr. Thomas H. Meek. Get
up there!

A snake measuring nearly four feet in length was killed at the lower village on Monday.

The people living in the vicinity of the Axe Company's office were entertained
by parties engaged in carousing and fighting last Saturday night.
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"If you wish to buy goods cheap, call at S.W. Heath's." That is the statement
made in his column this week, and customers find it is true in every respect.
Further particulars will be given next week. But in the meantime go and
satisfy yourselves.

On Tuesday morning a warrant was issued for the arrest of Hugh Johnson, on
complaint of being a common drunkard. He was taken to Sutton for trial before
Justice Mills, found guilty, fined $5 and costs, amounting to $20, which he paid
and was discharged.

A post mortem examination was held on Thursday, by Dr. B.A. Taft, upon the
body of Mrs. Apena Caswell, who died on Wednesday, of paralysis, and a cancer was found in the stomach, and 121 oaculi which completely filled the gall
sack were taken from it, the largest of which measured 3 3-16 inches in circumference, and weighed one-fourth of an ounce .

•••
A man, name and business unknown, entered Mr. A.F. Brown's home through
a cellar window, last Wednesday evening, and was discovered by Mr. Brown's
daughter as he was coming up the stairway. The girl screamed, and the fellow
precipitated himself off the premises, poste haste. He evidently intended to
secrete himself until the family retired, and then carry away what plunder he
could lay hold of.

Rev. D.A. O'Keefe, late pastor of the Catholic church in this town, has been
ordered by the Bishop to take charge of the church in Clinton, and is succeeded here by Rev. Dennis C. Moran, an active and zealous man, who will
doubtless officiate to the satisfaction of our Catholic friends. Their new
church edifice has been completed, and exercises will be held in it every evening during next week.

•••
Howard Lodge 1.0. of G.T. was visited last Friday evening at their regular
meeting, by members of three different lodges - Hyperion Lodge of Northbridge, Eureka Lodge of Whitinsville, and Lillium Aqua Lodge of Webster.

MUSIC. One more effort is to be made to revive the East Douglas Cornet band,
and all the old members, and such others as would like to become members,
are requested to meet at the band room next Wednesday evening at a quarter
before eight. We have the material for as good a band as can be found in any
country town in Massachusetts, and it only needs a reasonable amount of support and encouragement on the part of the community, and an appreciation of
their efforts, to develope any amount of musical talent and secure the consideratum of a good band for all public occasions, as well as the pleasure of listening to good music. Let this meeting be a full one.
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We regret to learn of a very sudden and; dangerous illness of our esteemed
townsman, Moses Knapp, Esq. He had but just returned to his residence from
a ride to Whitinsville, on Thursday afternoon, when he was stricken with
paralysis, and now lies in a critical condition. All hope of his recovery has
been abandoned.
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Uxbridge Compendium: East Douglas News - 1888
Regular meeting of the local G.A.R. Post next Thursday evening.

John U. Hubbard of Oakland, Me. visited in town over last Sunday.

Unusually fine skating has been enjoyed by our young people the past
week.

Denis Mathewson of Idaho, has been visiting in town this past week at his
brother-in-law's, Hammond Metcalf.

Mrs. H.O. Lamson has a grandmother on her father's side, now living in Cornwallis, N.S., who will be 109 years old on her next birthday .

•••
There is some talk of holding Universalist meetings in one of our halls for a
season. It has not been decided on what date they will commence .

•••
Herbert Farnum, of the local co-operative store, is soon to open a grocery store
in Balcome's block. Mr. Farnum is a man of integrity and will doubtless draw a
share of the public patronage.

The boys have been having a boss time coasting this past week.
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Joseph Howland lost an infant daughter Tuesday from sickness .

•••
Union temperance meeting at the Cong'l church next Sunday evening.

Alfred Snow, who is employed at the foundry, has moved his family here
from Uxbridge.

• ••
Regular meeting of the A.O.U.W. every second and fourth Wednesday of
the month.

Mrs. E.B. Knapp, who has been suffering from a severe illness, is thought
to be improving.

• ••
Fine evenings to pop corn and make lasses candy with an occasional sip of
c__ r if you have any.

Will Rixford and Arthur Jones have filled the large ice house of Brigham
Morse with clear ice 14 to 16 inches thick.

Several of our young men have attended leap year parties out of town, but they
have not made known any proposals from the fair sex as yet.

•••
Cards are out for the wedding of two of our popular young people, Mr. A.D.
Bowers and Miss Inez Whipple, which will take place next Wednesday afternoon at the residence of the latter's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. A.
Whipple.

Although midwinter is nearly upon us it has hardly been realized owing to the
long continued mildness of the weather at the beginning of the winter. Perhaps the winter may continue an open one which was not a very difficult prediction for of late years we rarely have snow banks 20 or 30 feet high and not
often are the walls and fences hidden entirely from view as in years gone by.
There undoubtedly has been a radical change in the weather as regards heavy
snow storms within the last quarter of a century, especially in this part of
New England.
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Our public library has a large number of books and affords some excellent
reading, but a new addition of books just now would be appreciated by
everyone.

A mild edition of Dakota weather has visited us the past week which only
lacked the blizzard to be quite respectable. The thermometer Monday morning ranged from 15 to 18 degrees below zero. Such weather with the present
price of coal makes a man feel homesick.

Henry Cook is suffering from a badly injured hand, which was crushed between two cakes of ice a short time ago.

Many of our people have much enjoyed the excellent sleighing although large
sleighing parties are not so much in vogue as in years gone by.

Chas. H. Hadley and wife started Monday for Florida to remain for the winter,
hoping to regain his health that has been rather poorly of late.

Our boys and girls are finding delightful winter sport coasting these light
evenings. Who can help an occasional sigh for the days of his youth .

•••
Denis Frazer, formerly a French resident of this place, died at Rockdale Wednesday, of consumption. He leaves a family.
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•••
Dr. C. Houghton, who has dental rooms on Main Street, has gone to Jacksonville, Florida.

An inch or two of snow covering an icy sidewalk is a far more treacherous article to the careless individual than the famed banana peel. We've been
there.

• ••
Dr. S.P. Holbrook was on the sick list for a few days the past week with a severe
cold, but is now better and able to attend his duties and cure the ills of
others.

Uxbridge Compendium: East Douglas News - 1908
Mrs. Joseph Derham spent Wednesday in Providence.

Mr. Walter Fairfield and Mrs. Bertha Fairfield were in Woonsocket Wednesday.

Mrs. Alice Jones of South Braintree has been the guest of Aaron F. Jones
and wife.

The circus at Woonsocket Saturday attracted a hundred or more Douglas
people.

• ••
Miss Helen Batcheller of Dana Hall, Wellesley, spent Sunday at her home
in town.

• ••
Henry Wright and wife have been entertaining their daughter, Mrs. Hattie
Ward of Millbury.

• ••
Mrs. Edward Williams and daughter, Miss Rosalie, made a visit to Providence Wednesday.

• ••
Miss Grace Young has gone to Worcester where she has secured a position
as stenographer.

• ••
A number of men in the hatchet shop at the axe works, were laid off this week
for a month or two.

Hon. Winfield S. Schuster will be in Chicago next week, attending the national
Republican convention.
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One hundred and four tickets for Woonsocket were sold at the railroad station
last Saturday, Barnum & Bailey's circus the attraction.

The annual roll call of the Second Congregational church will be held
Thursday, June 18. There will be an address by Rev. J.J. Walker of Westboro.

The dedication of the soldiers' monument which was planned to take place on
June 17, has been postponed owing to a delay of 80 days caused by a strike at
the Quincy quarries where the monument is being made.

Next Sunday at the Congregational church Rev. James Elvin will preach a baccalaureate sermon to the members of the senior class, DHS. The subject of his
address will be "A Problem in Addition."

Lafe Taft has just finished a 100-foot wall on his place which is very attractive.
It is of cobble stones laid in cement and pointed with black cement and is
topped with white stones taken from the old gold mine on the Rawson farm in
the south part of the town.

aw aw aw
A ballgame was played on the local grounds Saturday afternoon between the
finishers of the Schuster and Hayward woolen mills. The Haywards proved to
be the real finishers doing in fine shape the nine from the Schuster Mills. After
they had run up a score in the twenties most of the spectators stopped
counting.

The Young People's Club of Douglas town had an enjoyable time last Saturday
evening the guests of Rev. and Mrs. Elvin at the parsonage. One or two of the
young men, who evidently have been thinking seriously, lately on a certain
subject, called the minister to one side and approached the subject of marriage.
The clergyman quickly informed them that the ceremony could be performed then and there. This wilted them and nothing more was mentioned on
the subject, at least at that particular time.
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The school children are now facing the long summer vacation, all of the
schools closing this Friday with the exception of the high school which will
close next week.
i!W i!W i!W

Business at the Douglas branch of the American Axe and Tool Co. does not
improve and some of the help are about discouraged waiting for something to
turn up.

Miriam Chapter, 0.E.S., met in Masonic Hall Monday evening. This was the
last meeting until September. After the evening's work friends were invited in
and a pleasant evening passed.

Mrs. Lucy Dudley went to the St. Vincent hospital Worcester, this week, for an
operation for appendicitis. This is the second operation, the first being performed some weeks ago at the same place.

Miss Lizzie Brown, North street, has returned home after spending a few days
with friends in Webster.

The Friday evening prayer meeting will be led by Walter Harris. The topic is
"How to get and keep a situation."
i!W i!W i!W

Harry Wilson has left the employ of the Schuster Woolen Co. and leaves
Friday night for Buffalo and Niagara Falls.
Shortly after the Douglas Herald made its appearance, Letters to the Editor were
often received by the newspaper, the following two in 1868:

THEFTS. Rogues are getting a little too numerous around town for the safety
of personal property. A harness was stolen from Geo. F. Hutchins' barn a few
nights since. Some audacious scoundrel has also purloined a pair of boots, the
property of one of our correspondents, who tells his own story in the following
characteristic epistle to the editor:
Mister editor: Sum meen cuss has stole my boots, which I regret 2 sa is amity
meen caper & he hed better bring them back agin for the followin resons:
lstly, because I want them to go fishin with me. N .B. Thay is likely pair of rubber butes. Nextly, thay leek, & I don't want any boddy to git th eyer feat wet &
ketch cold and hev a fever on my acct. Lastly thay aint safe boots to ware. Last
winter thay took a noshun to change plases with my hed, and almost knockd
my branes out in doin so, and if the man who stole them happens to hev a soft
hed what few branes he's got stand in danger of being damidged, for the butes
air not warrantid. The theef is requested to leeve them at the drug store where
he found them, & he shall be smartly rewarded with my !ether boots, if he will
turn his bak whil I present2 him. P.S. the !ether butesairwarrintid to fit. or Ile
take them back and try agin. Yewer bossum frend,
W Elmer
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MMM

Mr. Editor: Brother Trask of Fitchburg and many others will not be surprised
to learn that Dillah Ladd of Connecticut, in her 108th year, has smoked a pipe
daily for sixty years; more than many other men and women, even, only thirty
years of age, have smoked for more than twenty years of their lives; for you,
Mr. Editor, doubtless know of boys and girls who began to smoke tobacco
before they were ten years old.
A gentleman told me last week that his little boy, Freddy, only six years of
age, could smoke a cigar as well as any man, and that it did not make him
sick.
The father also said that in order to break Freddy of smoking, he purchased a box of sixty cigars, and placed them where the boy could get them
whenever he wanted one - thinking that he would soon make himself sick.
But the result was, that when the sixty cigars were all gone, this boy of six
summers requested his father to buy another box!
This father took the same course to cure his son of smoking, that many
other parents take to cure their sons and daughters of other evil habits,- viz:
they furnish them with the means of self-destruction. I know this boy of six
years above referred to, and I have seen him smoke a cigar, and have also seen
his mother light it for him, and then laugh at the boy, as if he was doing a cunning act; and I have noticed that the mother's smile prompted the lad to persevere in the evil habit.
But notwithstanding these things, Mr. Editor, I contend that Brother
Trask and all others opposed to the use of tobacco, are upon the right side of
the question. While the woman 108 years old has smoked sixty years of her life
without apparent injury therefrom, I know several women about eighty years
only, who have smoked for fifty years, and are now living a burden to their
friends, just because they have smoked their senses all away, and they now
appear but little better than idiots.
The black, dirty pipe is all they now care for, and they plead for it the same
as men of intemperate habits plead for their liquor, even in the last moments
of their lives.
Brother Trask does not say that the use of tobacco kills every person in one
or two years, for he admits that many who use it live to an old age. But he and
others are right in declaring it to be a great evil, and the author of the Dillah
Ladd story does not assist them in fighting against the use of the weed.
A Friend,
May 28, 1868.
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Twelfth Part

Memories and Happenings
Memories
Father and Uncle Thomas fought in the Civil War. Upon returning from the War,
Father had a profitable sawmill business. On October 20, 1875, Father and Mother
were married in Providence, R.I. She wore a brown silk dress with a brown silk bonnet
to match and had a plaid shawl. Father wore a black suit and a long-tailed broadcloth coat.
They went to housekeeping at the Arch Bridge 1 on Wallum Pond Hill. Their daily
paper was delivered each morning by the train to Thompson. The train would blow the
whistle and throw the paper off on the bank.
In 1877 Father had a mill in Coopertown2 and their first child was born at Wallum
Pond Hill at Mother's parents' home. Later Mother and Father purchased a large farm
on Manchaug Road. This was a large two-story house with woodshed and workshop;
then there was a row of sheds to the large barn where at one time they had eight horses,
two cows, a calf and two or three pigs. There was a nice walled-in barnyard with running water. We had water piped into the sink from a spring-fed well on a hill in pines in
back of the house and it was gravity supplied. When we wanted a good cold drink at
mealtime, we would go across the road to a well curb and draw up a bucket of delicious
cold water.
Father owned all the land on both sides of the road from the Catholic Church on
past the Mumford River. There was a boat landing at the river's edge and we skated on
the river in the Wintertime. There was a mill across the river and Father used to haul
lumber across the frozen river with the drawn sled pulled by horse. One year the ice
gave way and down into the frozen waters went the team and horses. They had to be
taken to the farm and rubbed dry, with all members of the family helping, so that the
horses would not contract colds.
I began school in the Marsh District3, a building just this side of Lucius Marsh's
home.4 Etta A. Johnson was the teacher and she boarded at our house. She wasn't much
older than some of the pupils, but she was a good teacher. Later I attended where the
Fire Station5 is and at Citizen's Hall.6
I recall the Axe Shops, especially the first one. We could hear it at our home. I
visited it one day. A man would heat a piece of steel to a white heat, put it under a drop
hammer machine that would cut out the styles. Then the trip hammers would work on
it. It would go across the road to the grinders. There a man would sit on a seat over a big
grinding wheel and they would sharpen it. It was taken to the next shop where it would
'standing; on road to Wallum Pond
area off Northwest Main Street, northerly end of Whitins Reservoir
•no longer standing
•standing; on Mumford Street
5standing;
on Cottage Street
•standing; corner Depot and Cottage streets, now Masonic Hall
2
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be polished and finished for what was known as the famous Douglas Axe. After Father
retired from the saw min business, he took charge of the town stone crusher. One day
he met with an accident and eventually his hand was left with a stub of a thumb, a stiff
straight forefinger and a bent little finger.
Father's brother Thomas went West and took up a claim in Wyoming. He built a
log cabin in 1884. His brother Cyrus worked on the building of the Union Pacific
Railroad and was present when the golden spike was driven to finish the line across the
country.

Addie S. Kenyon

--·-----· ···--·--.

-·-····

l

DOUGLAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
Promotion Card.
This is to certify

that

·.,, .h.aving- satis/actor£/y completed the work of Grad~ YIII
is hereb)' promoted to Grade
.

June, I902.

-

ti: ..

.. . .J,l'.\.,'-<V:\d..~

.5.~_.n..:_.r..Jt
cc, L-~

.Supt.
·

------

When I was twelve years old, during the months of July and August, I would go to
the blueberry pasture every morning at five o'clock, weather permitting. As I hurried
through the woods, I would listen to the cry of the bluejay, the caw of Jimmy the crow,
the bark of Reddie the fox, the chatter of the red squirrel and the lovely musical notes
from the chick-a-dee as he jumped from bush to bush, gathering the first meal of
the day.
The pail holds fifteen quarts of blue-berries and is quite heavy when filled. I was
determined to go to the east side of the pasture, as the blue-berries were larger. It is
now getting late in the afternoon, as the sun is starting to drop, and the shadows are
starting to gather, so it is time to start for home; it is two-and-one-half miles, through
the woods, and as I travel along, not fast as the filled pail of berries are quite heavy, the
little people of the forest have now gone to bed, as it is getting dark, and they will be up
early in the morning to start another day's work, as they did the previous day.
As I travel along towards home with a contented mind and at peace with the
world, as I feel I have accomplished a good day's work by gathering fifteen quarts of
blue-berries. They were as large as wild grapes and as blue as delicious plums from
sunny France. I am now at home, and my good mother had griddle cakes, and
smothered them with maple syrup from the maple trees of Vermont. Now it is time to
go off to bed, as I must be up and dressed by five o'clock so as to start to another pasture
to pick another fifteen quart pail of luscious blue-berries. My mother would trade the
blue-berries with the milk man, for cream, milk and honey.
John M. Murphy
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•••
One of my pleasant early memories was visiting my mother's two sisters that I
was named after. My oldest Aunt was very strict about observing the Sabbath and
about the only things I could do on Sunday afternoon was either read or take a walk.
She even cooked her Sunday roast on Saturday and warmed it up for Sunday. My
younger Aunt was very different. She was funloving. She and I would take a walk and
end up at the drugstore for an ice cream soda before going home for supper. The gutters on the houses were all wooden and were heavily tarred to keep them from leaking
so when the tar would drip from the gutters in the hot summer weather, another girl
and I would chew it like gum but would not swallow it. I don't know what my Aunt would
have said to us if she had known.
While going to school we did not raise our hand to go to the toilet if we could
possibly help it as there were no inside toilets. We had to go outside to a long narrow
building in back of the school, with nothing but woods in back, and this building was
sectioned off with about six to eight seats in it. It was quite scary for us small
children.
My father kept a flock of chickens, which helped greatly with the grocery bill. He
had two guinea hens with the chickens to act as watch dogs as they would make a terrible racket if a hawk or any other predatory animal would appear. This happened in
the middle of one night when a vicious bulldog, belonging to one of the neighbors for a
watch dog, broke loose and got into the chicken yard and killed several chickens before
my father could get out there to chase him off.
It was here that I learned about putting a mud pack on a bee sting to make it
feel better.
When I was in the second grade I had scarlet fever and I was isolated to a bedroom just off the kitchen and mother kept a large copper boiler on the black kitchen
wood burning stove all the time and all of my dishes and clothing and bed linens would
be put immediately into this kettle of boiling water so that no one else would catch the
fever from me and no one did! That same spring my brother and sister and I took turns
having mumps, chicken pox and measles. Mother certainly had a rough time with all of
us sick as Dad was working out of town on a new job and could only afford to come home
once a month for several months.
We had a big black kitchen stove, an outhouse toilet and a well from which we had
to pump water. We lived in Gilboa1 where we enjoyed skating on the pond across the
street and keeping warm by a huge bonfire on the shore. We went sliding on a double
runner sled which held about eight of us. One night one of the fellows had to go home
twice to change his pants as he ripped the seat of both pair on a bolt in back of the sled.
We also had to walk over a mile to school from here.
A peddlar would come to all the houses around peddling cloth from a huge pack
on his back. Mother would quite often buy some from him to make shirts for Dad and
dresses for herself and me. There was also a grocery and meat man who came several
times a week in his large covered wagon and we would go out with mother, and if we
were home from school, and she would pick out what she needed and he would cut her
the meat she wanted. Mother would pay her bill by the week and we all looked forward
to that day as he would always give us children a big bag of penny candy, which, needless to say we enjoyed very much.
Florence E. Martinsen
'area around Schuster mill (Guilford Industries)
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The spring was early and the summer was hot and dry as was the fall. There was a
drought which lasted up to Dec. 1. A big blizzard took place on Dec. 26.
In spite of the unfavorable season we raised a good crop of com and potatoes, 50
bushels of com and 52 of potatoes. We had plenty of sweet com, some water-melons
and other light vegetables.
On January 6, Mother fell from a chair and broke two ribs. Mar. 25, our cat, Ped,
disappeared in the same mysterious way that so many of our cats have in the past. Mar.
31, Mildred's mother paid us a visit. Our Collie, Watch, the handsomest dog we ever
had on our place, died of spinal trouble caused by laying in ice cold water on May 23, 10
months old. Our black cow had a calf the same day. It was sold a month later. June 16th,
Grandfather sold his old Jersey cow, the "pretty cow" so called.
Two days later some one stole three of his hens from the old coop which used to
stand near the road. June 22 he sold his other Jersey cow. July 23 we got a tortoise-shell
kitten from down there which only lived a short time. Aug. 31 our new collie puppy,
Nep, came to us from Vermont. He came in a box with his brother, Prince. The above
mentioned kitten died on Sept. 15. Sept. 23 we got a black and white pig. He would not
do anything but root all the time and did not get very fat. Oct. 1 we picked up Blacky up
near our spring and brought her home. She came to us there. On Nov. 9, Mildred had
the scarlet fever and we were all quarantined for about six weeks.
We had 17 hens mostly Minorcas and Plymouth Rocks and they laid 1923 eggs or
113 apiece. 4 7 chickens were hatched and pullets for the most part Plymouth Rock
were raised. Some of our old hens and young roosters were sold. Hulda was the only
hen that died and she was found dead under the roost. She was a Minorca. Amy, a black
mixed pullet laid her first egg on Nov. 22.
OUR HENS:
Iris
Jeannette**
Juliet**
Lillian
May
Myrtle
Rebecca**
Rose
Sadie**
Silvemeck
Silverstripe

Bertha
Celia
Charlotte
Claire**
Corrinna
Crooked
Della
Eunice
Hulda
Ida
Irene

**Sold
Also Cornelia, Elva, Lorraine, and Madeline were sold.
Started year with 26 hens
12 sold
6 pullets raised
20 for the year.
Average kept 22.5
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I am writing to you, "Old School House':
With no thought of an answer in view
Yet oft in my reminiscing
I go back to my "school days" with you.
You still stand at the crossroads
With windows boarded and door,
No footsteps of children are heard
Across your sturdy bare floor.
The old belfry bell is silent
No longer it calls for study and play
Your long blackboard, erasers, and crayons,
Have been gone this many a day.
The dinner pails, filled with home cooking,
And apples delicious and gay
No longer are under the desk,
They too, have gone the same way.
But the influence you left
With past generations
Will linger for many a day.
Minnie B. Church

I can remember only this one verse of this song. Emma A. Jacobs taught school at
Wallum Pond Hill and taught this song to the school. She boarded with us - the
year 1864.

Oh! where will be the birds that sing
A hundred years to come.
The flowers that now in beauty spring

A hundred years to come.
But other men our lands will till,
And others then our streets will fill.
While other birds will sing as bay,

And bright the sun shines as today,
A hundred years to come.
Loretta C. Sweet
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When I was young Father ran a business which consisted of two mail routes, one
to carry the mail between the railroad and the East Douglas Post Office, and the other
between the Post Office and Manchaug; a stage route to carry passengers between the
railroad and the Village and Manchaug and also an Express Company.
Father drove the express wagon and hired a man to drive the stage. We had six
trains a day, two in the morning going to Boston and one from Boston, and one to Boston, and one to Boston and two from Boston in the afternoon. Five of these carried mail,
express and passengers. The one from Boston reaching here about 8:00 P.M. was
called the boat train as it made connections at New London with the boat to New York.
That carried only passengers. There were also freight trains each day. Grain, fertilizer,
lumber, etc. for the stores often came in car load lots. There was a good passenger station with waiting room for the passengers and an office for the Station Master, who also
was a telegraph operator, and the Freight Agent; and also a freight house for
freight storage.
The general stores had clerks who went around in the morning to take orders
and delivered the groceries in the afternoon. Some people had their goods charged on a
"store book" and paid once a month. At one time when the clerk collected the money
due he would bring a small red and green striped paper bag with a few pieces of candy
for the children in the family.
These stores did not carry meat so there was a Butcher Shop. This was located on
Bowen Court1 and was run by John Condon. He came around with the butcher cart and
people went out to the cart to choose their meat. The fishman, who lived up on Franklin
Street, came once a week with fresh fish. There was a grove back of his house and for
several years he had a clambake there on July 4th and the townspeople gathered there
for a clam dinner. There was also a large open field up there which was the town
ballground. The Hayward Mill and the Schuster Mill each had a ball team and summer
Saturday afternoons they played against each other up there.
Brigham Morse had an ice house by Morse Pond up on Depot Street. In winter he
cut ice from the pond, stored it in sawdust, and in the summer came around with the ice
wagon. The housewife put a card in the window telling whether she wanted 25, 50 or
100 pounds, and he would cut a piece about that size, weigh it on a scale hanging at the
back of the cart, and bring it in. There was a pan under the ice box to hold the water as
the ice melted and woe to the person who forgot to empty that pan.

Rosalie E. Williams

'dead end; off Main Street at the Soldier's Monument
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It was about 40 years ago, shortly after the Civil War, and they never had a
Christmas tree. Those stern old New England Puritans had an idea it was something to
do with the Catholic Church. My mother, who had spent the first years of her married
life in Worcester and had seen Christmas there said, "I am going to have a Christmas
tree." So Father and I went into the woods and cut a large balsam and set it in the
dining room.
It was trimmed with strings of popcorn, candy canes, nuts, little candles and cotton for snow. Only kind Providence knows why we did not set the house on fire
although there were pails of water ready for an emergency.
Mother invited all the family. They were a little doubtful but they finally all came
and brought their children. Their presents were piled under the tree and cakes of all
kinds and lemonade and coffee were there. Father was Santa Claus all dressed in a red
coat and red hat. Well, as I said before they all came. There was Uncle Anderson and
Aunt Nancy - they lived in the house at the head of the street, and Cousin Charles who
always opened every prayer meeting with his prayer of "Kind and Indulgent Father."
Uncle Leander and Aunt Mary, who bacame a famous temperance leader and lecturer
and at age 70 studied German, went to Europe and lectured to the German students.
Then there was Aunt Persis and Uncle Oliver. Aunt Persis was the one who said
to her daughter, "Julianne, lend me your breast pin, I have to lead the prayer meeting."
Uncle Joseph and Aunt Mary were there, she was considered the most wonderful
housekeeper. Uncle Joseph had to come through the wood shed to be sure his shoes
were clean.
Cousin Charles and Aunt Harriet were there. Her sons became prominent
citizens of Worcester, especially Henry who became a rich man. Otis was Grandfather's own brother, the others were only half brothers and sisters. He had a son
Franklin who was killed in the Civil War and a daughter Mary Louisa. Of course
Grandfather and Grandmother were there and Uncle Frank and Aunt Eunice and
Uncle William and Aunt Laura. It was needless to say a good time was had by all and
after that each family in turn had a tree. Mother had converted them.

Caroline Hunt Fielitz
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CIDER TIME
It's cider-time in Douglas, the time of all the year,
A spicy smell of apple juice pervades the atmosphere.
The movement of the grinding cogs steals through the Autumn chill,
And coaxes away from home - to Bennett's cider mill. 1

The groaning orchards here and there have shed their wonderous sights,
The best of which is barrelled up for lonely Winter nights.
But heaps of yellow, red and brown smile from the orchard grass,
Inviting all to linger there who fain would look and pass.
Oh, cider-time in Douglas,
that is the time for me!
I wouldn't miss a day like this
For nothing, no-sir-eel
"Pitch in" and eat your fill;
But I'll take mine squeezed good and fine,
At Bennett's cider-mill.
It's cider-time in Douglas - the harvesting is done,
Excepting, well, the apple crop, and that is loads of fun,
It really ain't called labor when we cart off to the "Grind':
Because the compensation is truly the rural kind.
Ox-teams and horses, every sort are put to daily use,
The piles all go to Bennett's mill for golden apple-juice.
All stacked as high as mountain tops, seems like to us the while,
Great heaps of treasure, red and gold, each Douglas cider-pile.
0, cider-time in Douglas,
That is the time for me!
The heavy squeeze upon the cheese,
The juices running free.
The old gas engine going round,
to turn the creaky mill;
The merry laugh, the idle chaff,
Across the Autumn chill.
It's cider-time in Douglas, my, what a world ofjoy,
For any healthy, thirsty soul, for any ' .A Dot" boy!
The harmless golden apple juice is running free and clear,
The Drip, Drip in the foam tub is music to the ear.
And twixt the shouts of men and boys the hum of busy bees,
Creates a mournful undertone around the dripping cheese.
A dozen youngsters holding straws, drove hither now and then,
But what's the use, in record time we're kneeling there again!
0, cider-time in Douglas,
That is the time for me!
Let's get a straw and quickly draw,
Around the foamy sea.
"Push over, Lucy; push over, Ruth;
Here, let me have my quill!"
Oh, cider-time and cider-prime!
Oh, days at Bennett's mill!
Addie S. Kenyon
off A Street

1
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Happenings
The 1860s
LARGE EGGS - The hens seem to have a mania for getting into the papers.
Last week we told a big egg story, but it has been eclipsed by a Leghorn hen
belonging to L.S. Keith, who has laid an egg (not Mr. Keith, but the hen)
measuring 6 3-4 inches one way, 7 3-4 the other and weighing four ounces.

Mr. C.L. Goodwin has a turkey's egg measuring 81-2 by 10 inches and weighing 7 ounces, which may be seen at his house. Smart fowls we have in this
town.

LOS1': A hog weighing about 113 pounds, property of L. Simpson, got out of
the pen on Tuesday night last, and was last seen going in the direction of
Quo bin. Any one returning or giving information that will lead to the recovery
of the animal will be satisfactorily renumerated by the owner.

GRASS AT AUCTION: All the grass on the Capt. Marvel Thayer farm, two
miles south of this village, will be sold at auction next Wednesday, July 8, 1868
by A.F. Brown. The grass is very heavy, and will be sold in lots. Also will be sold
at the same time about four acres of oats.

Haymaking on the common commenced Friday.
i!tlf i!tlf i!tlf

Mrs. William B. Amidon has growing in her house a pine apple geranium eight
feet high, and growing very rapidly. She is waiting for the plant to blossom
before consigning it to some locality where it can "spread itself' to any extent
it chooses.
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•••
A gentlman has recently made interesting remarks respecting the large
tomatoes grown in Rev. W. Silverton's garden. He has raised one this season
which weighed over a pound and a half, and two others on the same stem
weighed together over two pounds and a quarter .

•••
Mr. Charles Abbott raised a squash in his garden this season which weighed
thirty eight pounds.

Dudley Wallis had all of his beets stolen Saturday night.

Nov. 21, 1868: The Smith Brothers have just slaughtered their yoke of six
years old oxen, and the handsomest quarters now hanging in their slaughterhouse, are worthy of notice. The cattle weighed alive 3200 lbs., and dressed
2150 lbs., a shrinkage of less than one-third in weight; 185 pounds of tallow
were taken from both "critters." Lovers of good beef, who are judges as well,
upon examination, will be impressed with the beautiful graining of lean and fat
streaks, as Mr. Smith says, "two fats to one lean." The people of this vicinity
will have an opportunity to test the quality of the meat which they should
approve.

A spontaneous pumpkin vine which grew from one seed in Mr. E.T. Thayer's
garden this season, grew seven pumpkins, which weighed together 123
pounds, the lightest one weighing 15 and the heaviest one 23 pounds .

•••
Lucius Simpson killed a porker this week, sixteen months old, which weighed
540 pounds.

Three Texan cattle escaped from a drove which passed through the town
aboutthree weeks ago, and took to the woods on land of Mr. John Wallis. Three
men recently started in pursuit of them, when the animals were found to be so
wild and ferocious that they were obliged to climb trees for safety. The
animals are now quietly grazing in Mr. Wallis' pasture .

•••
Accident: on Tuesday evening last. Mr. L.M. Stoddard, while on his way to
attend an evening meeting at the Center, slipped upon the ice near the hearse
house, and was considerably injured. He remained insensible for sometime.
On returning to his home he discovered that his pocket book containing about
$20 and valuable papers was missing, supposed to have been lost at the time.
He offers $5 in our columns for the recovery of the money.
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The 1870s

On the 10th instant., N.W. Preston of the Charter Oak Life Insurance Company, insured a man for $15,000 who previously held a policy for $11,000 in the
same company. Geo. H. Fales of Medway, who had made but one payment on a
policy given by Mr. Preston, died on Feb. 2d, and the agent informs us that, as
the company does not quarrel with widows and orphins, the claim will be paid
in ninety days.

For a long time the ball throwing on Main Street in the heart of this Village has
been a nuisance. Several weeks ago a young girl was hit, and she still suffers
from the injury. Last Monday evening Miss Mary Converse was hit by a ball
and quite severely hurt, while driving up the street. On Tuesday the Selectmen ordered notices printed prohibiting ball playing in the streets of this
Village, but have found no need of posting them yet, for since the last accident
the practice has stopped.

A cool summer drink - 1908.
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Peach Farm for Sale
Owing to ill health I will sell my farm consisting of a good one-story house
painted white; good barn; also thirty acres ofland, fifteen of which are covered
with wood and three and one-half acres with over five hundred valuable peach
trees, in bearing condition, from one to six years old, consisting of Crawfords,
Morris Whites, Early York, etc., which have produced the last few years, from
50 to 150 bushels each year. Fifteen more acres of this land can be devoted to
peach growing. Located one mile west of East Douglass Village. Apply to R.P.
Johnson, East Douglass, Mass. Nov. 7, 1879.

The 1880s
E.B. Slater, the popular photographer, is making pictures by the instantaneous process in the cases of children and nervous people.

Hiram Ward of the Center, sees an animal supposed to be the panther. He calls
his wife and several neighbors who also get a good look at the strange animal.
Some pronounced it a wolf.

•••
Nothing has been heard of the panther since the liquor seizures at the
Center.

Joshua Fairbanks, 82 years old, intends to handle the scythe this season. It
would make 72 successive summers in which he has mowed the sweet scented grass.

The farmers who gave considerable attention to beet raising for sugar making,
do not feel encouraged to go on another year. Some of them had a fair yield, but
the income is not enough to make it pay.

The apple harvest, which is nearly completed, has been unusually large in
this vicinity.

Mrs. A.F. Brown was the champion butter maker of this vicinity, having the
past year made 1812 pounds. In three successive years she made 5233
pounds.

• ••
Hammond Metcalf sends us an egg measuring seven inches in circumference
and one measuring only one inch, both of which are hen's eggs, and perfect
ones at that. We have hens, but the only eggs we have found in their nests for a
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month have been a couple of china ones. Won't Mr. Metcalf let us into the secret of his manner of persuasion with his hens to make them lay, when the
thermometer is stationary at 10 degrees below zero, and other people's hens
have all they can attend to to keep from freezing to death?

S.F. Root is ahead on pumpkins as far as heard from. He had eleven good sized
pumpkins growing from one vine. Can this be beat?

Henry Walker, who resides a mile or two out of the Village, is doing a considerable business in raising poultry. He has extensive yards and buildings and is
hatching this spring by artificial means, large numbers of chickens of various breeds.
1890s
W.E. Jones has added to his responsibility 32 pigs which came Tuesday. Mr.
Jones ought to be happy with such a valuable addition to his family.

A gentleman of this vicinity, who is a mason by trade, was returning from
Whitinsville Tuesday afternoon, when just before Gilboa, two men sprang out
of the bushes and asked him if he had any cigars, seeing a cigar box on the seat
beside him. He told them he hadn't any. Then they demanded if he had any
money. On replying in the affirmative, they told him to pass it over.
Drawing a revolver from his pocket, Mr. Taft told them that if they would
come a little nearer to his buggy, he would give them all the money they wanted. They didn't comply with the invitation, and Mr. Taft drove along. The footpads evidently didn't take kindly to that kind of finance.

One of our charcoal burners hied himself with a large jug of cider to his lonely
shanty in the forest, to watch the fires, and slumber occassionally. He was very
successful in the latter.
Whether a defective chimney or the friction of his snores as they sawed the
air, set fire to the shanty, he will never know; but he awoke to find it in flames.
His first reaction was to make a daring and successful rescue of the jug. Most
people would have alternately taken a drink and shouted 'Fire' until cider,
wind and shanty were consumed; but disdaining assistance and with heroic
fortitude, he wasted the cider by extinguishing the blaze. What a nice anecdote for temperance lectures.
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Charcoal burner's shanty somewhere in the Douglas Forest. 1890.

Ought to write a book
Somebody, through even a little observation, might write an interesting book
about men and things, and use for an appropriate title, "Hard Times and
Rum." The writer wouldn't lack material to fill up quite a bulky volume. Hard
times and rum seem to be the best of friends, for we have yet to see the man
who likes it, too poor, or the times too hard. A man somehow rakes up ten cents
to buy three cents worth of poor whiskey, and buys it without a particle of
regret, even if it takes his last cent. We have no patience with such two legged
hogs, and would like to see a few of them hanged as an example to the rest of
the litter.

Bogus money in use - many spurious half dollars circulated in East Douglas;
many counterfeit coins are in circulation in and around East Douglas. The
coins which the counterfeiters attempt to pass are 50 cent pieces. They are fair
imitations, but on close examination are seen to be false.
1900-1908
Is the destructive beetle to be allowed full swing eating up the elm trees of
Douglas? A look at them being stripped of their foliage is a sad one at this time
of the year. Douglas has as many and as handsome trees along its streets,
especially Main Street, as any other town, but no one seems to take sufficient
interest to preserve them, and in this respect is behind all other towns .

•••
Mrs. Anna B. Thatcher received a letter last night from her son's wife, Mrs.
Maud T. Thatcher, who dwells in Cape Nome, Alaska. Her son, Harry
Thatcher, and his young wife, left Boston for the gold regions in February,
1898.
Mr. Thatcher intended to be a miner, but owing to poor health carried on a
clothing supply trade for a year and a half, between Seattle and Skaguag. Last
December the couple returned to Seattle, where Mr. Thatcher died, March 9,
of kidney trouble. In May, accompanied by her father and mother, for whom
she had sent from Boston, the young widow bought a stock of clothing and set
out again for Alaska.
Cape Nome was reached after a perilous journey on a sailing vessel, where
she set up her business. She wrote in part under date of Aug. 5:- "This is
2 a.m. and I am sitting alone giving Mamma her medicine, as she is still sick in
bed with rheumatism. We have terrible wind storm also rain for three days. It
is still raining but the miners want it for the cleanup. The wind does great
damage. Many boats are driven on the shore and are a total loss. The mud is
three feet deep on all the main streets. You simply cannot walk. Our business
is pretty good, and we look for better prices this winter. Wages are $1 per hour,
sugar sells at 25 cents a pound, and everything in proportion. The last boat will
leave Nome for Seattle, Oct. 1, and navigation will be tied up until May. We will
have no mail except what is brought over the ice."
Mrs. Thatcher writes that washerwomen are in demand at 50 cents an
hour and that water is sold at the rate of two pails for a quarter. Gamblers and
all kinds of evil doers, she said, were there, but citizens hope that winter will
root them out. She added that gold was worth $19 an ounce, and that frequently men became desparate and committed suicide.

230

EAST DOUGLAS, Aug. 12, 1901. Isaac D. Taft, an eccentric Civil War veteran,
who lives alone in a house in the woods near South Uxbridge, made his semimonthly visit in East Douglas early this morning and brought the information
that Grand Army men are waiting for Cyclone Taylor, the whirlwind revivalist,
who nearly started a riot at Douglas camp meeting last year by his criticisms of
the actions of some veterans.
Mr. Taft said Taylor would be challenged if he continued his remarks and
he was greatly surprised to learn that the cyclone preacher will not be in
Douglas this year. Mr. Taft drew up at the grocery store of E.N. Jenckes, which
he makes his headquarters while in Douglas. He arrived just as the clock was
striking 6 and proceeded at once to make things lively.
His conveyance was a delapidated Concord buggy to which was attached a
plump, but not over speedy, horse. Taft made a call on the proprietor of the
store and attracted an audience by carrying out the manual of arms in front of
the building, using a broom for a weapon. He has forgotten no point in the drill
which he learned 38 years ago and handled the broom with vim and enthusiasm. The veteran also sang "Marching through Georgia," and then
returning to the store said: "It's all dead up in Douglas until I come up - dead
as an old hammer."
Taft gave a discourse about soldier' homes. He is especially averse to these
institutions and described what the inmates have to eat and the restrictions by
which they are governed. He added twice, slowly and firmly; "They haven't
got me yet." Someone mentioned Douglas camp meeting and Taft began a discussion on Cyclone Taylor and his remarks last year.
In reply to a question Taft said; "If Taylor comes this year, I'll say something. I'm going to put on my blue coat with the buttons, belt, my rings and
maybe white gloves, and will be up there. Taylor said last year that McKinley
had a barrel of whiskey. I'd ask him: 'Dear brother, how do you know it: did
you see him have it? Did you see them unload it? Did you see him drink it?' Oh,
I know how to do it. I've been in the Boston courthouse." Taft was in the Union
army two years and probably saw as much fighting as any veteran in this vicinity.
He was a member of three regiments, one of which entered Richmond
after the surrender of Gen. Robert E. Lee. He was drafted in 1863 and was shot
twice besides being permanently injured internally by a fall into a well 40 feet
deep. Taft comes to East Douglas twice a month to buy supplies and his visits
always cause much enjoyment for those who have time to talk with him.

All straw hats and other summer wearing apparel is hereby called in .

•••
Burglaries, elopments, etc., reported from Douglas Town proves that the town
is beginning to wake up.

The elms all about town are looking bad and are covered with bugs. As they are
the principal beauty of the Village it would be a shame if anything should happen to them.
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•••
David A.E. Wallis of Elm Farm is making his morning rounds in a new
milk wagon.

William Smith killed two hogs for Lafayette Taft Friday which tipped the
scales at 655 lbs. Douglas is a great town for hogs .

•••
If anybody in East Douglas buys a quart of milk for 5 cents, Nov. 1, or after, it
will be because his milkman forgot to charge him 6 cents, the price which
Douglas dealers, at the instance of A. Samuel Hall, an Uxbridge dealer, with
trade in Douglas, have agreed to adopt on that day.

A band of gypsies passed through East Douglas at 3 o'clock this afternoon,
entrenched a mile north of the Village near the Manchaug road on land owned
by Charles W. Potter. The band came from Woonsocket, R.I., and will remain in
Douglas several days. The equipage consisted of two ornamented wagons
used for sleeping purposes, two buggies, an express and a democrat wagon.
Six horses made up the equine retinue. Four men were observed and there
were two women in the covered vehicles beside a number of children .

•••
The Selectmen surprised the voters by having the town reports out and ready
for distribution last Saturday .

•••
New Year's Day was passed as usual in Douglas, about the usual number of
drunks showed up. The schools were kept only one session on account of small
attendance, and all manufacturing business was stopped .

•••
The barn warming at the new barn of Senator W.S. Schuster, which took place
Friday evening, January 25, 1907, was a big event. Everybody was invited and
everyone enjoyed the occasion. Thayer's Hall was also engaged for the occasion, the All Ladies Pleasant orchestra of Douglas holding forth there.
Whitinsville Social orchestra of 8 pieces gave a concert and played for dancing
at the barn. Both places were crowed all the evening, many being present from
the surrounding towns.
Mr. Schuster was presented with a vase of flowers. A collation was served
during the evening at the barn and also in the Hall.The new barn is the finest in
this vicinity. It was planned by George H. Ingraham of Boston and was built by
contractor William Balcome of Douglas. The main building is 36x45 feet, two
stories, and the ell 23x26. It is heated by hot water and wired for electricity.
The inside finish is varnish, the finishing and painting being done by Wright &
Keith of this town.

• ••
Joe LaBelle is shearing his whiskers with the aid of a fine silver shaving mug, a
gift of his employees.
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I ••

• ••
There are over fifty cases of dysentery in town, some of them serious. Ten or a
dozen people have died of it within a short time. The sanitary conditions of the
town are not right. It appears that the proper town officers, whoever they may
be, are not up to their duties in remedying these conditions .

•••
Vacations are all right in their time. Enforced vacations are not exactly enjoyable; but after a season of rest lasting for four or five months, to be summoned
to work, and before one day's work is done, to be forced to take another vacation of indefinite length, is pretty hard lines.

Mr. Thayer has com stalks of prodigious length on exhibition at his grain store
which are 15 feet 6 inches in length.

Many farmers took advantage of the fine weather yesterday for haying, and
although it was the Sabbath more than 100 lusty rustics and not a few blithe
maidens toiled in the hay fields from dawn till eve .

•••
West Douglas farmers are complaining of hen theives. Chas. Dudley reports
that two of his pigs are gone.

Walter E. Carpenter has the star peach orchard of East Douglas on his farm,
Reservoir Ave. Fifty five trees are expected to yield a crop of 200 bushels. The
trees are loaded with fruit and are daily visited by people from East Douglas,
who say the quantity and quality of the crop are very good .

•••
There are said to be many farms in New England; farms on which a selfrespecting American cannot, with all his ingenuity and industry, make a
decent living.

• ••
Lafayette Taft has sold his pair of matched oxen to a party from Keene, N.H.,
and they are to appear on the stage of the Boston Theatre with Denham
Thompson in the "Old Homestead," the engagement opening with a Matinee
Labor. The pair weigh 3600 pounds and previous to becoming the property of
Mr. Taft, the oxen were exhibited at fairs doing tricks.
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Edgar Parker, Douglas Center, fox hunter, today Nov. 19, 1908, told the story
of a dog that came back. The dog did not come far, only 20 miles or so, but it
came so quickly that Mr. Parker was surprised, and its return was the more
remarkable since nine miles of its trip away from home was on a train. "I sold
him," said Mr. Parker, "to S.O. Barnes of Greenville, R.l., a little village down
below Smithfield, and not far from Providence. Mr. Barnes met me at Harrisville, Saturday morning, and I gave him the dog, the black and tan hound that I
bought in Sutton in the spring." I told him that the dog was a home-loving creature, and that it would be well for him to look out. I suggested that he keep the
dog tied up a week or so, and that he make of it a little, so that the fellow
wouldn't get homesick.
That was my advice, but Andy Higgins, who was with us in Harrisville, told
Mr. Barnes that the dog wouldn't try to run away, because it was being taken
on a train away from home. Mr. Barnes took the dog with him on the afternoon
train from Harrisville, and rode as far as Smithfield station, which is nine
miles from Harrisville. From Smithfield they drove with the dog a couple of
miles more to Greenville, where Mr. Barnes' home is.
I suppose that Mr. Barnes set out on a fox hunt, early yesterday morning. I
don't know what he did, for I haven't heard from him, but it is not likely that he
started out Sunday. Anyhow, that dog came running into my yard 11.30 yesterday morning, the gladdest fellow you ever saw. I thought, too, that he would be
baffled because he made part of the trip from home on a railway train, but that
didn't seem to interfere with his reckoning.
I sent a postal card to Mr. Barnes, last night saying the dog arrived at 11.30.
I think he would come again for the dog, but if I do not hear from, tonight, I
shall take the dog and go hunting foxes in the morning. I tell you a dog has got a
compass in his head as good as any compass that ever was invented."
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